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NCD 20.7 
Paths



SVS VQI 
Transcarotid 

Revascularization 
Surveillance 
Project (VQI-

TCAR)

The VQI TCAR Surveillance Project (VQI TSP)
•  Designed to monitor safety & effectiveness of stents 

placed directly into the carotid artery while reversing 
blood flow within the carotid artery to reduce stroke 
risk

• Compare this less-invasive surgical procedure with 
standard carotid endarterectomy in centers that 
participate in the SVS VQI

• Started 11/2016
• Estimated Completion 12/2026 Procedure with LTFU 
completion 2027

• Clinical Trials Number = NCT02850588



https://clinicaltrials.gov/study/NCT02850588

https://clinicaltrials.gov/study/NCT02850588


VQI TCAR Surveillance Project 
(VQI TSP)

Data entry into VQI CAS Registry

Billing using the Clinical Trails Number 
- NCT02850588

Any FDA-cleared proximal embolic 
protection device and FDA-approved 
carotid artery stent system indicated 
for the Transcarotid approach will be 
included in the registry.





Shared Decision Making

As mandated by CMS, the shared decision-making interaction should include:
1. Discussion of all treatment options for carotid stenosis to ensure the patient is 

familiar with and aware of all treatment options. Including Carotid 
Endarterectomy and endovascular Carotid Artery Stenting (Transfemoral and 
TCAR) and optimal medical therapy

2.   Explanation of risks and benefits for each option specific to the beneficiary’s       
clinical condition.
3.   Integration of clinical guidelines (e.g., patient comorbidities and concomitant 
treatments).
4.   Discussion and incorporation of the patient’s personal preferences and 
priorities in choosing a treatment plan.



SDM Variable

Shared Decision Making Documented Interaction
 No 
 Yes
The SDM interaction/discussion can be provided at an office/clinic visit, 
telehealth visit, or at the bedside, but must be documented in the medical 
record. All interactions/discussions should occur prior to entering the 
preoperative area or initiation of any anesthesia. SDM documentation is in 
addition to and does not replace informed patient consent.



CMS Final 
Coverage 
Determination 
Document link 

• https://www.cms.gov/medicare-
coverage-database/view/ncacal-
decision-
memo.aspx?proposed=N&ncaid=311

For questions related to the CAS NCD, 
please contact 
• Sarah Fulton at 

sarah.fulton@cms.hhs.gov

https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/view/ncacal-decision-memo.aspx?proposed=N&ncaid=311
https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/view/ncacal-decision-memo.aspx?proposed=N&ncaid=311
https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/view/ncacal-decision-memo.aspx?proposed=N&ncaid=311
https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/view/ncacal-decision-memo.aspx?proposed=N&ncaid=311
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