
Vascular Study Group of Greater New York
November 21, 2024

4:30-6pm ET
Hybrid



Attendance
In-person:      
• Scan the QR code to record your 

attendance
Remote:
• First AND Last name required 
• Do NOT scan the QR code
• Sharing a computer or have       

questions? Email Angela Churilla at          
achurilla@svspso.org

mailto:achurilla@svspso.org


Appreciation and Thanks

Thank you to everyone who helped make this event possible:

Michael Stoner, MD - Regional Medical Director
Igor Laskowski, MD - Regional Associate Medical Director
Stacey Esposito - Regional Lead Data Manager
Kaity Sullivan - SVS PSO Analytics Team
Angela Churilla - SVS PSO Education & Quality Manager
Jen Correa - SVS PSO Marketing Manager
SVS PSO Staff



Today’s Agenda

4:30 pm Welcome
Regional Data Review – Michael Stoner, MD, Regional Medical Director
Learning Objectives:
• Use the VQI regional reports to establish quality improvement goals for the vascular patients (outcomes) and for their 

center (process).
• Interpret and compare each centers’ VQI results to regional and national benchmarked data.
• Learn, through group discussion the VQI regional results to improve the quality of vascular health care by monitoring 

measurable performance indicators, SVS PSO evidence-based research, and outcomes.
• Identify high performing regional vascular centers to discuss variations in care and clinical practice patterns to improve 

outcomes and prompt quality improvement recommendations for vascular care patients. Sharing of best 
practices/pathways of care.

CE Credit

5:05 pm Regional QI Proposal – Michael Stoner, MD, Regional Medical Director
Learning Objectives:
• Use the VQI regional reports to establish quality improvement goals for the vascular patients (outcomes) and for their 

center (process).
• Interpret and compare each centers’ VQI results to regional and national benchmarked data.
• Learn, through group discussion the VQI regional results to improve the quality of vascular health care by monitoring 

measurable performance indicators, SVS PSO evidence-based research, and outcomes.
• Identify high performing regional vascular centers to discuss variations in care and clinical practice patterns to improve 

outcomes and prompt quality improvement recommendations for vascular care patients. Sharing of best 
practices/pathways of care.

CE Credit



Today’s Agenda - Continued

5:20 pm National VQI Update – Caroline Morgan, RN, PSO Director of Clinical Operations 
Learning Objectives:
• Use the VQI regional reports to establish quality improvement goals for the vascular patients (outcomes) and for their center 

(process).
• Identify high performing regional vascular centers to discuss variations in care and clinical practice patterns to improve 

outcomes and prompt quality improvement recommendations for vascular care patients. Sharing of best practices/pathways 
of care.

CE Credit

5:50pm Council / Committee Updates No CE Credit

5:55pm Open Discussion/Next Meeting/Meeting Evaluation No CE Credit



Disclosures

Michael Stoner, MD
Consultant – Silk Road Medical
The above financial relationship is 
not relevant to the content of this 
activity

Igor Laskowski, MD
None



Welcome and Introductions

Albany Medical Center
Arnot Health
Ascension Our Lady of Lourdes Memorial
Bassett Medical Center
Buffalo General Medical Center
Catholic Health Mercy Hospital of Buffalo
Catholic Health Sister of Charity Hospital
Crouse Hospital
Danbury Hospital
East Tremont Vascular Health Care, PLLC
Ellis Hospital
Glens Falls Hospital
Good Samaritan Hospital Medical Center 
Lenox Hill Hospital
Long Island Jewish Medical Center
Maimonides Medical Center
MidHudson Regional Hospital 
Montefiore Medical Center
Mount Sinai Hospital
Mount Sinai South Nassau Hospital
NewYork-Presbyterian Brooklyn Methodist Hospital
NewYork-Presbyterian Queens
NewYork-Presbyterian/Columbia University Irving Medical 
Center

NewYork-Presbyterian/Weill Cornell Medical Center
North Shore University Hospital
Norwalk Hospital
NYU Langone Hospital - Brooklyn
NYU Langone Hospital - Long Island
NYU Langone Medical Center
Orange Regional Medical Center
Southside Hospital
St. Francis Hospital
St. Luke's-Roosevelt Hospital Center
St. Peter's Hospital
Staten Island University Hospital - North Site
Stony Brook University Medical Center
United Health Services Hospitals, Inc.
University of Rochester Medical Center
Upstate University Medical Center
Vassar Brothers Medical Center
Westchester Medical Center
White Plains Hospital
Wynn Hospital



Active Regional Charters

Center Name Charter Topic Lead Surgeon Champion

University of Rochester Medical Center 30 day Follow up Stacey Esposito Michael Stoner, MD

Buffalo General Medical Center 30 day Follow Up Jenifer Seitler Maciej Dryjski MD

Weill Cornell University Medical Center 30 day Follow up Michelle Doornick Dr. Brian DeRubertis

Brooklyn Methodist Hospital 30 day Follow Up Katima Allen Malik Rajesh, MD

Queens 30 day Follow up Sora Park Dr. Rajeev Dayal  

Columbia University Irving Medical Center 30 day Follow up Sora Park Dr. Virendra Patel

Michelle Doornick

Sandy Su

Weill Cornell University Medical Center LTFU 2021 Michelle Doornick Dr. Brian DeRubertis

Weill Cornell University Medical Center LTFU 2022 Michelle Doornick Dr. Brian DeRubertis

NewYork-Presbyterian Queens DC Meds  Sora Park Dr. Jing Li

Weill Cornell University Medical Center LTFU Brian DeRubertis, MD



Greater New York Unblinded Reporting 
Measures

*LTFU
*Discharge Medications
Pre-Op Smoking
Smoking Cessation
EVAR Sac Diameter
TEVAR Sac Diameter 
PVI ABI or Toe Pressure
Infra ABI or Toe Pressure
Supra ABI or Toe Pressure
HDA Fistula 
HDA Ultrasound Vein Mapping



Fall 2024 SVS VQI Regional Report Slides 

The VQI Regional Quality Report is produced semiannually to provide centers and regions targeted, comparative results and 
benchmarks for a variety of procedures, process measures, and postoperative outcomes. 

Please note the following updates have been implemented to enhance and improve the Fall 2024 report:
CAS Symptomatic Definition:
The definition for CAS symptomatic has been updated to match with the CEA registry, including procedures with an ipsilateral retinal or 
cortical TIA or stroke within 180 days prior to surgery. Previously, the definition included both ipsilateral and contralateral.
New PVI Reports:
The following reports have been added for the PVI registry: Claudication Preop Smoking, Symptom Improvement at Follow-up, 
Claudication and CLTI Follow-up Re-intervention or Major Amputation.
Note that newly added reports are indicated with italics.
• PVI CLAUD: Preop Smoking
• PVI: Symptom Improvement at Follow-up
• PVI CLAUD: Follow-up ReTX or Major Amputation
• PVI CLTI: Follow-up ReTX or Major Amputation

https://www.vqi.org/wp-content/uploads/FALL_2024_REGIONAL_REPORT_SLIDES_VSGGNY_CUSTOM.html
**Ctrl + click to follow link**

https://www.vqi.org/wp-content/uploads/FALL_2024_REGIONAL_REPORT_SLIDES_VSGGNY_CUSTOM.html


The American College Of Surgeons And The Society 
For Vascular Surgery

Vascular Verification Program
(Vascular-VP)



ACS/SVS Vascular Verification
Inpatient and Outpatient Program



2008

ACS/SVS Vascular Verification Program Steering Committee
On Both Committees

        Chairs: Anton Sidawy, MD, MPH
 Clifford Ko, MD, MS, MSHS, 

 FACS, FASCRS
        Staff:

o Amy Robinson Gerace
o Stephanie Mistretta
o Tamara Kozyckyj
o Reva Bhushan
o Carrie McGraw
o James Wadzinski

SVS/ACS Vascular Verification 
Program - Inpatient Committee 

Chair: Clem Darling, MD
        Members:

o Thomas Forbes, MD
o Linda Harris, MD
o Kellie Brown, MD
o Erica Leith Mitchell, MD
o Omaida Velazquez, MD
o Margaret Clarke Tracci, MD

SVS/ACS Vascular Verification 
Program - Outpatient Committee   

Chair: William Shutze, MD
      Members:

o Anil Hingorani, MD
o Larry Kraiss, MD
o Daniel McDevitt, MD
o Robert Molnar, MD



Special Recognition - SVS

Dr. Kim Hodgson, SVS Past-President, for his 
efforts and work on this program from its inception 
up to and including the final Beta site visits.
Dr. Ken Slaw, PhD, SVS Executive Director, and 

other SVS Presidents who, during their tenure, 
never wavered in their support of this effort, to 
include Drs. Makaroun, Dalman, AbuRahma, and 
Dalsing.



Special Recognition - ACS

Dr. Patricia Turner, ACS Executive Director & CEO 
and Dr. David Hoyt, ACS Executive Director (past)
Dr. Clifford Ko, ACS Chair of the Division of 

Research and Optimal Patient Care
All of whom contributed significantly to the 
collaboration, inception, development, and launch  
of this program 



Four Guiding Principles of Continuous 
Quality Improvement 

Standards
• Backed by research
• Individualized by patient

Rigorous Data
• From medical charts
• Backed by research
• Post-discharge tracking
• Registry

Verification
• External peer-review
• Creates public trust

Right Infrastructure
• Staffing levels
• Specialists
• Equipment
• Checklists



Programmatic Standards Across Nine Domains
I. Institutional Administrative Commitment
II. Program Scope & Governance
III. Facilities & Equipment Resources
IV. Personnel & Service Resources
V. Patient Care
VI. Data Systems & Surveillance
VII.  Quality improvement
VIII. Education: Professional & Community Outreach
IX. Research: Basic & Clinical Trials



2023 Vascular-VP Inpatient Standards



Vascular VP is Based on Complexity & Location of Service





The Verification (Virtual) Visit
• 5 phases of care
• Vascular specific protocols (SVS)

• Thoracic-Aortic 
• Abdominal Aortic
• Carotid Artery Disease
• Peripheral Artery Disease
• Arteriovenous Hemodialysis Access
• Superficial and Deep Venous Disease

• Support registry use
• Case Review Evaluation



The Verification Process

• Virtual visit video of the center
• Completing Pre-Review Questionnaire (PRQ) and attaching supporting documents as 

indicated in PRQ
• Choosing 50-60 cases based on type of procedures, complications, surgeons… for the 

reviewing group to choose 10 from to discuss during the visit

Pre-visit documents

• Meetings with the surgeon leader, nursing and staff, anesthesia, hospital leadership 
(CEO, COO, CMO, CNO…)… 

• Review of the selected cases with the surgical team
• Summation of the visit

The verification visit 

Writing the report and providing it within 6-8 weeks



Completed Vascular Verification Program 
Virtual Site Visits

 Inpatient Sites
– Albany Medical Center
– BSW Heart Hospital Plano
– UCSF Vascular Program
– USC Keck Hospital

Outpatient Pilot Sites
– Michigan Vascular Center
– Albany Medical Center
– Nashville Vascular and Vein Center
– Total Vascular Care-Brooklyn, NY



Inaugural Visit – Albany Inpatient

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
And the same patterns can be seen at the CENTER level where about 50% of the CENTERS perform atherectomy <10% of the time, CLICK and about 10% of the CENTERS perform atherectomy >50% of the time.  While I still do not know what the proper utilization rate of atherectomy should be, CLICK it seems pretty clear to me by comparison with one’s peers what it should not be, and if I were in this group I would definitely recommend a period of self-reflection.  
What is plainly obvious is that we are entering an age where case-by-case appropriateness determinations, while the gold standard for accuracy, are simply impractical, and statistical analysis looking for outlier providers and institutions may be the methodology of the future.  And by the way, while what I have been sharing is VQI data; even more provider billing data is publicly available for anyone who wants to research your practice patterns.  Be forewarned.  
So whether the problem with the outlier providers and sites is a lack of education or willful misconduct, this situation is not good for patients, the healthcare system, and the multitude of physicians providing proper, guideline-directed care.  And who among us could not raise our own bar on quality if there were a programmatic way to help us do so?  CLICK  



Lessons Learned (1)
1. Centers reported improvement in their processes just by 

preparing for the visit
2. Centers reported leverage for resources from the 

administration
3. We were able to use the information to refine the standards
4. One surgeon OBLs find it difficult to perform peer-review, which 

provides an opportunity for SVS to establish a national peer-
review program

5. Verification visits are quite amenable to virtual environment, 
leading to huge cost saving, even on the first initiation visit



Lessons Learned (2)
6. We learned that the outpatient standards need to be 

adjusted based on the unique outpatient environment
7. As the program launches there is a need to train a cadre of 

reviewers
a. Reviewers will be required to complete a formal, standardized 

training prior to serving in an observing reviewer role.



Key Points of the ACS/SVS Vascular VP

Vascular Surgeons Perform Evaluation
– Uses SVS guidelines
– Overall vascular program evaluation
–  QI focused
– Supportive of registry participation
– Verification visit (virtual)
– Metrics based on registry data
– Patient Safety
– Quality



Why Is This Important to Your Hospital?
 Vascular care is a team sport requiring the appropriate infrastructure
 Organizes and validates all the work you do in the care of vascular patients
 Demonstrates to C-Suite the value of your vascular service to the entire 

hospital
 Confirms the tremendous work and effort needed to have a vascular service
 Allows us to ask, objectively, for needed infrastructure for best vascular 

practice
 Assists in coordinating vascular care (protocols, standards, outcomes)
 Encourages sharing of ideas and consistency in vascular care nationally 
 Promotes branding of vascular surgery as a distinct specialty



Pilot Site Review Process Participants
Anton Sidawy
David Hoyt
Clifford Ko
Clem Darling
William Shutze
Anil Hingorani
Kim Hodgson
Thomas Forbes

Erica Mitchell
Kellie Brown
Fred Weaver
Larry Kraiss
Dennis Gable
Linda Harris
Michael Conte
Robert Molnar



Responsibilities of the Reviewers
Should be committee member or “in process” with a 

Vascular-VP application at their home institution
Complete a formal, standardized site reviewer training
Stay current on standards, program requirements, and 

reviewer process
Commit to conduct ~4 site visits per year
Interested in applying to become a reviewer? 
        Submit an application here:



Why Outpatient Verification?
Quality parameters and standards for OBLs and ASCs being 

requested by States
Allows for streamlining of protocols and provides objective 

outcomes
Allows you to demonstrate that you are providing the best 

standard of care for vascular patients
Promotes standards of care for vascular patients in OBLs 

nationally





Vascular Verification Program
ACS/SVS Standards
 Download the Standards – 

Scan the QR Code



VSGGNY Fall Meeting 2024
Kaleidahealth

Dr. Linda Harris



Preadmission
 All patients queried both by written forms and verbally by MD, NP as to smoking habits
 All patients counselled if actively smoking

 Currently done by MD or NP
 includes:

 Positive and negative reinforcement- $ saved (average pack 13-15$; carton from reservation 25-30$)- 1 
ppd about 100-450$/month saved;  “how well do you want to get to know me”

 Methods
 Cold turkey suggested- clean out all cigarettes, lighters, matches, ash trays

 Adjuncts
 Alternate addiction (candy, gum, stress ball…)
 Avoid locations where smoking
 Ask family/friends not to offer or give if cigarette requested

 Meds utilized
 Zyban, chantix



Inpatients
 All patients queried on admit/consult as to smoking habits
 All inpatients reminded daily that they have “quit” while in the hospital
 Reminded that if they keep smoking, surgical pain likely to be recurring 

issue
 Counselled/meds provided if interested in quitting



Follow-up
 All patients queried at every follow-up as to smoking habits
 Reinforce counselling





Excellus 
BCBS
• ROADSTER 2 (n = 115)
• Analyzed ITT versus PP
• Failed to include:

• PP analysis
• Large-scale VQI studies 

(over 55k patients)
• VQI TSP as a registry
• SVS carotid clinical 

practice guidelines
• Further data warranted 
versus CEA…



• Referral to University of 
Rochester payor 
relations

• Initial phone call with 
Medical Policy 
Coordinator

• Decision window has 
been reopened

• Pending review



CE/CME Credit

• Scan QR code or click on link to complete 
attendance attestation & evaluation

• Seven (7) calendar days (including meeting day) 
to complete & submit above documents

• No reminders; nothing granted retroactively

• Record of meeting attendance is required 

• Must have active PATHWAYS account

• Approximately two weeks after meeting,                                                               
DMU will send physician and non-physician 
attendees instructions on how to access credit 
certificate 

Provided by Des Moines University (DMU)

Greater New York - November 21, 2024

https://dmu.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3sBn5kZKV2czEpg


VQI National Update

Caroline Morgan
Director of Clinical Operations, SVS PSO



VQI Participation

Canadian Vascular Quality Initiative | 6 Centers

Carolinas Vascular Quality Group | 41 Centers

Great Lakes Vascular Study Group | 62 Centers

Michigan Vascular Study Group | 37 Centers

Mid-America Vascular Study Group | 78 Centers

Mid-Atlantic Vascular Study Group | 93 Centers

MidSouth Vascular Study Group | 26 Centers

Midwest Vascular Collaborative | 49 Centers

Northern California Vascular Study Group | 28 Centers

Pacific NW Vascular Study Group | 35 Centers

Rocky Mountain Vascular Quality Initiative | 51 Centers

Southeastern Vascular Study Group | 133 Centers

Southern California VOICE | 40 Centers

Southern Vascular Outcomes Network | 116 Centers

Upper Midwest Vascular Network | 62 Centers

Vascular Study Group of Greater New York | 43 Centers

Vascular Study Group of New England | 44 Centers

Virginias Vascular Study Group | 45 Centers

Singapore | 2 Centers

TOTAL CENTERS | 993 Centers

(VOICE)

Regional Breakdown



Procedures Captured

Total Procedure Volume reflects net procedures added to the registry for the month

TOTAL PROCEDURES CAPTURED 1,302,849(as of 11/1/2024) 
Peripheral Vascular Intervention 453,222

Carotid Endarterectomy 223,983

Infra-Inguinal Bypass 92,177

Endovascular AAA Repair 93,163

Hemodialysis Access 85,293

Carotid Artery Stent 142,041

Varicose Vein 70,097

Supra-Inguinal Bypass 28,956

Thoracic and Complex EVAR 36,809

Lower Extremity Amputations 34,840

IVC Filter 19,793

Open AAA Repair 19,825

Vascular Medicine Consult 2,345
Venous Stent 305
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2024 VQI@VAM

Registered attendees:
• Slides and recordings are now available to review. Log into the mobile app or 

online planner and click on the session of interest to gain access. These will 
be available for 3 years. https://2024svsvam.eventscribe.net/

https://2024svsvam.eventscribe.net/


2023 Star Award Winners

2023 Participation Star Awards

3 Star = 109 Centers
2 Star = 173 Centers
1 Star = 130 Centers



2023 VSGGNY Participation Award Winners

Buffalo General Medical Center
NYU Langone Medical Center
Stony Brook University Medical Center
University of Rochester Medical Center
Weill Cornell University Medical Center

Queens 
St. Peter's Hospital
Vassar Brothers Medical Center
White Plains Hospital

Brooklyn Methodist Hospital
Catholic Health Mercy Hospital of Buffalo
Catholic Health Sister of Charity Hospital
Columbia University Irving Medical Center
Long Island Jewish Medical Center
Maimonides Medical Center
Montefiore Medical Center
Norwalk Hospital
Upstate University Medical Center



VQI@VAM Poster Winners

• “From Zero to Three Stars in One Year” - PSO Choice Medical 
Director’s Award

Allegheny Health Network
Ashley Moore, Sheila Nichols, Shatish Muluk and Barbara Sanders

• “I’ve got an EVAR and the only cure is more surveillance!” - 
favorite poster as voted by meeting attendees

Hartford Hospital
Patricia Bozeman, Sharon Vacca, Kristy Wrana, Maria Garcia, Kristen 
Hallisey, Aknilesh Jain and Edward Gifford



Development Updates

Aug 2023
• Retire variables from OPIOID tab
• Retired majority of COVID variables

Dec 2023
• Harmonization of CAD across all registries
• Update Exercise Program Variables – all LE  registries

Feb 2024
• Shared Decision – CAS
• Open AAA - Add ERAS variables
• TEVAR - Aberrant Vessel
• Mechanical Thrombectomy/Thrombolysis PVI
• PVI Revision - Recycle Reuse Device

Mar 2024
• Infrainguinal Bypass Follow-up Outcomes Report
• Harmonization of Chronic Anticoagulants

August 2024
• PTAB/DVA to PVI

 

In Development:
• Retire remaining COVID variables
• Suprainguinal Follow-up Outcomes Report

• Anticipated late September release
• Release of Open Aorta Registry 2025
• Minor revision IVC Filter Registry
• Venous Stent revision
• Blinded Data Set enhancements
• Interactive dashboards for all registries 

• Staggered release



Promote Your Center’s 
SVS VQI Participation Carotid Care 

Quality 
Champion 
Program

VQI Participation
Awards

U.S. News & World Report

Patients Internal
Organization

Referral
Channels

https://www.vqi.org/about/svsvqi_participation/#about
Share Your Story

https://www.vqi.org/about/svsvqi_participation/#about


Carotid Care Quality Champions program
A way to recognize Carotid Care Quality 
Champions centers within the VQI
• Create awareness of the importance of our 

carotid quality programs
• Add value to your VQI participation and 

maintain a consistent, educational message

SVS VQI Carotid Care Quality Champions and Participation 
Awards Media Toolkits – Helping you Share Your Story

SVS VQI Media Tool Kits include SVS PSO 
approved marketing content to promote 
your commitment to quality care. 

SVS VQI Participation Awards program
Participation Awards began in 2016 to encourage 
active participation in the registries program
• Help centers recognize the importance of 

participation

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
What it IS:
A recognition program to honor the commitment of participation in carotid registries
An educational campaign addressing the role of the VQI as it relates to NCD 20.7
A tool kit of VQI-approved marketing content to promote you commitment to quality care
What it IS NOT:
The SVS-ACS Vascular Verification Program
Limited to carotid stent programs




A New SVS VQI Mobile App is coming!  

Stay tuned for more details as we begin work on this exciting project. 



New VQI Interactive Dashboards Announcements

Dashboards Available (on PATHWAYS)
• Carotid Artery Stents (CAS)

• Carotid Endarterectomy (CEA)
• Varicose Vein (VV)

Next in Development
• Peripheral Vascular Intervention (PVI)

• INFRA/SUPRA 

New Features/Updates
• Including Percentiles 

- Anticipated release: Q1 2025
• VQI definitions will be updated 

with each dashboard release

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Currently CAS and CEA interactive dashboards are available in PATHWAYS. 

PSO team is planning to build interactive dashboards for following registries in this order- VV, PVI and INFRA/SUPRA before end of the year. 

Based on the feedback received during VAM – a new feature – which is including “percentiles” for all the dashboards - should be available Q4 2024

Also, the VQI interactive dashboard definitions document will be updated with each dashboard release. 






2024 Source Data Audit

Carotid Artery Stent and Carotid Endarterectomy
• CEA and CAS; 2023 procedures only; no LTFU 
• 100 randomly selected centers
• Randomly selected centers; 5-10 randomly selected PRIMPROCs per center 
• Notifications will be sent in August 2024. 
• Participants of the 2023 Source Data Audit or the 2024 claims validation 

audit are excluded. 
• 3rd party vendor will blindly abstract records. The the results will be compared 

to original abstraction for matching. 
• Audited variables are selected based on use for reporting measures, risk-

adjustment & guideline/AUC supported variables
• Hopeful to provide some type of center level report



CLTI Classification Tools

Full documents provided in below links:

https://www.vqi.org/wp-content/uploads/TASC-Classification-Graphics.pdf
https://www.vqi.org/wp-content/uploads/GLASS-Classification-Graphics.pdf

https://www.vqi.org/wp-content/uploads/TASC-Classification-Graphics.pdf
https://www.vqi.org/wp-content/uploads/GLASS-Classification-Graphics.pdf


Aortic Zone Tool

https://www.vqi.org/wp-content/uploads/Aortic-
Zone-Diagram-2.pdf

https://www.vqi.org/wp-content/uploads/Aortic-Zone-Diagram-2.pdf
https://www.vqi.org/wp-content/uploads/Aortic-Zone-Diagram-2.pdf


Quality Improvement Updates

Betsy Wymer, DNP, RN, CV-BC 
Director of Quality, SVS PSO



Quality Improvement – Charters
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Quality Improvement – 2023 Charter 
Review
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Quality Improvement – Charters

• QI project based on VQI data
• Center, Regional, National
• Last 1 - 3 years
• Resources

• https://www.vqi.org/quality-improvement-members-only/#tools 

• Participation points – QI domain
• One charter per center per year

• Accepted CY January 1 – December 31
• Submit to bwymer@svspso.org 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Charters are a QI projected based on VQI data and can be center, regional, or national level.  There are several resources available to you specific to charters – please use the hyperlink here on the screen.  Charters are worth 2 participation points within the QI domain.  Only one charter per center per year is worth participation points.  All charters are accepted through a calendar year January 1 through December 31 and must be submitted to myself at bwymer@svspso.org. 


https://www.vqi.org/quality-improvement-members-only/#tools
mailto:bwymer@svspso.org


Quality Improvement – QI Resources

• https://www.vqi.org/quality-improvement-members-only/#about
• All things Quality

• https://www.vqi.org/regional-groups/#current-regional-groups
• Regional Group information

• https://www.vqi.org/resources/reporting/ 
• VQI reporting schedule for LTFU, Participation Awards

• pathwayssupport@fivoshealth.com 
• All clinical questions

• Betsy Wymer, Director of Quality
• bwymer@svspso.org

• Jennifer Correa, Marketing Manager
• jcorrea@svspso.org 

https://www.vqi.org/quality-improvement-members-only/#about
https://www.vqi.org/regional-groups/#current-regional-groups
https://www.vqi.org/resources/reporting/
mailto:pathwayssupport@fivoshealth.com
mailto:bwymer@svspso.org
mailto:jcorrea@svspso.org


FIT Fellows 2024-2025

FIT Mentor FIT Fellow Center

Dr. Miranda Witheford Lisa Vi
University Health 
Network, Toronto, ON

Dr. Matthew Corrierre Chinmayee Potti The Ohio State University
Dr. Michael Madigan Lindsey A. Olivere UPP Vascular Surgery
Dr. Matthew Corrierre Gabrielle Rieth The Ohio State University
Dr. Pouya Entezami Guillermo Polanco Serra Henry Ford Health

Dr. Jason Ryan Michael Chaney
Western Michigan 
University 

Dr. Abhishek Singh Vinay Bhushan Lakki
Creighton University Med 
Center

Dr. Ashley Vavra Lara Lopes
Northwestern Memorial 
Hospital 

Dr.  Matthew Blecha Karan Chawla

Integrated Vascular 
Surgery Loyola Medical 
Center

Dr. Matthew Blecha Lorela Weise

Loyola University Medical 
Center, Integrated 
Vascular Surgery 
Residency

Dr. Robert Meisner Ioannis Tsouknidas Lankenau Medical Center
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2024 Applicant

		Trainee Name		Blinded number		Email		Secondary email		Total Scorecard
		Survey		CV		Reference		Reference		Attestation		Identified Mentor		Name		Email		Center		Region		Notes

		Vinay Bhushan Lakki		2		Lakki, Vinay Bhushan Reddy <VinayBhushanReddyLakki@creighton.edu>		vinay.corduroy@gmail.com		24/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Abhishek Singh		abhishek.singh514@commonspirit.org		Creighton University Med Center		MID-AMERICA VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Lara Lopes		24		laraminchillo@gmail.com				28/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Ashley Vavra		Vavra, Ashley <Ashley.Vavra@nm.org>		Northwestern Memorial Hospital 		MID-AMERICA VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Gabrielle Rieth		4		Gabrielle Rieth <gabrielle.rieth@gmail.com>				30/30		x		x		x		x		x		N		Wexner		Matthew Corrierre

		Imran Javed		3		imran javed <doctorimranjaved@yahoo.com>						x		x		x		x		x		N

		Karan Chawla		8		Karan Chawla <Karan.Chawla001@luhs.org>		Chawlakn@gmail.com		24/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Bernadette Aulivola Matthew Blecha		BAulivola@lumc.edu				MID-AMERICA VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Falen Demsas		7		fdemsas@mgh.harvard.edu				26/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Nikoalas Zacharias		nzacharias@mgh.harvard.edu		Massachusetts General Hospital		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF NEW ENGLAND

		Angela Danielle Sickels		9		adsickels@uabmc.edu				28/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Adam Beck		awbeck@uabmc.edu		University Of Alabama Medical Center		SOUTHEASTERN VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Isaac Naazie		5		isaacnaa@buffalo.edu				30/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Linda Harris		lmharris@buffalo.edu		Buffalo General Medical Center		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF GREATER NEW YORK

		Mohit Bhalla		1-Not a Candidate		mobhalla1@gmail.com						x

		Christopher Chow		6,20-FIT Year 2		chris.yu.chow@gmail.com				year 2		x

		Justin Jay Bader		13		Bader, Justin <jay.bader@yale.edu>				27/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Cassius Chaar, MD		cassius.chaar@yale.edu		Yale New Haven Hospital

		Guillermo Polanco Serra		15		Polanco Serra, Guillermo <gpolanc1@hfhs.org>				30/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Dr. Kaitlyn Rountree		krountr1@hfhs.org		Henry Ford Health

		Camila Guetter		18		Guetter, Camila R  (BIDMC - Surgery) <cguetter@bidmc.harvard.edu>				30/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Marc L. Schermerhorn		mscherme@bidmc.harvard.edu		Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center

		Brandon Gaston		12		Gaston, Brandon T.,MD <BGASTON@MGH.HARVARD.EDU>				29/30		x		x		x		x		x		y		Nikoalas Zacharias		nzacharias@mgh.harvard.edu

		Guaurang Joshi		11		gaurangjoshi@gmail.com		Gaurang Joshi <Gaurang.Joshi@jefferson.edu>		29/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Marc Schermerhorn		mcsherm@bidmc.harvard.edu

		Lisa Vi		16		Lisa Vi <lisa.vi@mail.utoronto.ca>				30/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Dr. Miranda Witheford 		miranda.witheford@uhn.ca		University Health Network, Toronto, ON

		Chinmayee Potti		17		Potti, Chinmayee <Chinmayee.Potti@osumc.edu>				30/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Dr. Mounir Haurani		mounir.haurani@osumc.edu		The Ohio State University

		Irina Kanzafarova		21		Irina_Kanzafarova@URMC.Rochester.edu				26/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Michael Stoner		michael_stoner@URMC.Rochester.edu		University of Rochester, Rochester, NY

		Rebekah Bjorklund		19		rebekah.bjorklund@uttyler.edu						x										N						University of Texas Health Institute

		Ioannis Tsouknidas		14		tsouknidasioannis@gmail.com				24/30		x		x		x		x		x		N		Main Line Health's subsidiary, Main Line Hospitals, Inc. - Lankenau Medical Center				Lankenau Medical Center, Wynnewood, PA

		Michael Chaney		22		michael.chaney@wmed.edu				25/30		x		x		x		x		x		N		University of Michigan

		Cody Lendon Mullens 		23		codymu@med.umich.edu						x

		Menna Hegazi 		27		mennatallahegazi@outlook.com				30/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Nii-Kabu Kabutey, nkabutey@hs.uci.edu, University of California, Irvine

		Lindsey A. Olivere		25		oliverel@upmc.edu				29/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Michael Madigan

		Lorela Weise		26		lorela.weise@luhs.org				28/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Matthew Blecha		Matthew Blecha <Matthew.Blecha@lumc.edu>

		Samadashvili ketino		10								X										N
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Survey Responses

		Applicant Name		Training Program		PGY 		Personal Statement		Area of Interest (Max 3)		If Specific Vascular Disease Chosen, select additional		Research v Quality		Center VQI Registries		Registry to use for FIT Project		Mentor		Mentor Information		Race		Ethnicity		Birth Sex		Additional Information

		Mohit Bhalla		University of Florida - Jacksonville		PGY-3		I fell in love with vascular surgery after participating innately in the intricate and delicate balance of open and endovascular surgery techniques. The pursuit and passion were quite natural in guiding me towards vascular fellowship; and a long career in the field. I am hopeful to use the Quality Fellowship in training program to expand my reach to the vulnerable population of patients we treat on a daily basis. Regardless of class, sex, age, disease process, there is always something to learn and I am determined to usher in a new era for vascular surgery, always with steadiness and integrity.		"Specific Vascular Disease ","Outcomes Research","Clinical Research"		Aortic","Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease","Carotid Artery Disease		I hope to bridge the gap between our vulnerable populations who may not have a strong support system. To do this, I wish to research and implement procedures using novel techniques and technologies that can have long-term success with minimal follow-up required.		"Unknown		INFRA","TEVAR","EVAR","PVI","OAAA","SUPRA","CAS","CEA		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Dr. Henry Veldenz/ Dr. James Dennis. Henry.Veldenz@jax.ufl.edu / James.Dennis@jax.ufl.edu		Asian/Asian Indian		Prefer Not to Disclose		Male

		Vinay Bhushan Reddy Lakki		Creighton University		4		I aspire to become a proficient practitioner in carotid disease management, dedicated to advancing vascular interventions like carotid stenting. Participation in the Quality Fellowship in Training Program is crucial for honing skills in procedural excellence, patient safety, and quality assurance specific to carotid stenting. The program's focus on evidence-based practices, mentorship, and collaborative learning aligns seamlessly with the applicant's career goals. By engaging with experts and staying abreast of the latest advancements, as a trainee interested in Vascular Neurology, I aim to elevate their competency, ensuring optimal patient outcomes and contributing to the continuous improvement of carotid stenting procedures.		Quality and Process Improvement","Clinical Research","Outcomes Research"		Carotid Artery Disease		Quality improvement project to implement a critical patient selection criteria based on anatomical and clinical variables to improve outcomes of Carotid artery stenting and minimize periprocedural stroke, access-related complications, nerve injury and death.		CAS		CAS		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Abhishek Singh; Mentor email "abhishek.singh514@commonspirit.org"; Location/Center: Creighton University Med Center,7500 Mercy Rd, Omaha, NE 68124		Asian/Asian Indian		Prefer Not to Disclose		Male

		Dr Imran Javed		Vascular Surgery		2		MBBS FCPS SURGERY FELLOWSHIP VASCULAR SURGERY		Clinical Research","Specific Vascular Disease		Venous","Carotid Artery Disease","Amputation		PAD RESEARCH		TEVAR","EVAR","AMPUTATION		CEA","INFRA","CAS		No Mentor Identified		n/a		Asian/Asian Indian		Prefer Not to Disclose		Male

		Gabrielle Rieth		Albany Medical Center General Surgery		5		Medical and surgical care is becoming more personalized as research advancements have allowed for examination of individual patient genomics and microbiomes. I'm interested in exploring whether these individual patient factors are modifiable prior to surgery to result in optimal postop outcomes and either improved survival or delayed time to amputation because the success of an operative intervention is ultimately the result of preoperative optimization, intraoperative surgical technique and ideal anesthesia care, and postoperative management. Participating in the VQI FIT program will afford me the opportunity to examine national databases and begin this work.		Outcomes Research","Quality and Process Improvement","Specific Vascular Disease 		Aortic","Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease		I'd like to apply concepts from trauma literature in a way that can improve vascular patients' outcomes, specifically using thromboelastography both preoperatively and intraoperatively to correct iatrogenic coagulopathies and how that may decrease length of stay, time to discharge to home vs. rehab, and decreased rates of surgical site infections.		CAS","CEA","PVI","OAAA","INFRA","SUPRA","AV ACCESS","AMPUTATION","IVC","VMC","VSR","VUR","VV","EVAR","TEVAR"]		OAAA","EVAR","TEVAR"		No Mentor Identified		n/a		White/Caucasian		Prefer Not to Disclose		Female		I'm one of the incoming Trauma / Surgical Critical Care fellows at The Ohio State University for the year 2024 - 2025 and will be using at least part of that time to learn how to cannulate for ECMO and troubleshoot both VA and VV ECMO patients. I chose this pathway with the express purpose of eventually applying that skill set to managing aortic patients that may require ECMO support both during and after surgery. My ultimate goal is to retain board certifications in general surgery, surgical critical care, and vascular surgery with an academic practice that focuses on quality improvement in postop vascular outcomes.

		Isaac Naazie		University at Buffalo Integrated Vascular surgery residency		2		With a passion for outcomes and quality improvement research, I hold an MPH from Johns Hopkins, specializing in statistics and epidemiology for clinical research. My track record includes executing and publishing impactful quality improvement research using VQI data. Eager to further my research in residency, my ultimate goal is to become an academic vascular surgeon, mentoring others in quality improvement. The Quality Fellowship in Training Program presents a unique opportunity for formal quality improvement training and sustained research engagement, propelling me towards achieving my aspirations, and contributing to advancements in the field to improve patient care		Clinical Research","Outcomes Research","Quality and Process Improvement"		Aortic","Carotid Artery Disease","Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease		During the Quality Fellowship, I aim to investigate the comparative effectiveness of vascular disease treatment modalities, identify predictors of adverse outcomes, and assess demographic groups (gender, race etc) with divergent outcomes in vascular diseases and procedures		EVAR","SUPRA","INFRA","OAAA","PVI","CEA","CAS","TEVAR"		CAS","CEA","PVI","OAAA","INFRA","SUPRA","TEVAR","EVAR		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Dr linda Harris, lharris@kaleidahealth.org, University at Buffalo		Black/African American		n/a		Male

		Christopher Chow		University of Miami		2		I would like to continue my work that I started this year looking at quality improvement for carotid artery disease.		Outcomes Research","Specific Vascular Disease ","Quality and Process Improvement"		Carotid Artery Disease		I hope to identify clinically relevant practice patterns of carotid artery stenting and TCAR in uncommon conditions.		CAS		CAS		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Bornak, Arash; ABornak@med.miami.edu; university of miami		Asian/Asian Indian		n/a		Male		Non-hispanic

		Falen Demsas		Integrated Vascular Surgery		2		I aspire to become an academic surgeon dedicated to reducing disparities in health outcomes and improving the overall well-being of marginalized populations. To do so, I aim to leverage quality improvement methodologies to enhance access and equity in patient care. The Quality Fellowship in Training Program offers a structured curriculum, mentorship, and hands-on experience in quality improvement methodologies, which align perfectly with my career goals. Participation in this program will provide invaluable opportunities to apply theoretical knowledge to real-world scenarios, collaborate with experts in the field, and contribute meaningfully to enhancing healthcare delivery. I hope to gain expertise in quality improvement strategies and leadership, enabling me to drive positive change in healthcare systems and advance health equity.		"Health Equity","Outcomes Research","Quality and Process Improvement		Aortic","Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease","Amputation		How can we implement culturally competent care practices in surgical settings to reduce disparities in surgical outcomes among underserved populations?		Unknown		PVI","OAAA","INFRA","SUPRA","AMPUTATION","AV ACCESS","TEVAR","EVAR		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Nikoalas Zacharias		Black/African American		n/a		Female

		Karan Chawla		Integrated Vascular Surgery Loyola Medical Center		1		Quality and practice improvement research is central to improving care for our patients. With new vascular technologies and interventions, we need to understand the long-term outcomes for our patients. My goal for this program is to achieve meaningful quality improvement data while also honing my skills to continue this work as I have done in the past. By participating early in my career, I will further strengthen my understanding of quality improvement by gaining methodologies and experiences through this program.		Outcomes Research","Clinical Research","Specific Vascular Disease		Aortic","Carotid Artery Disease		I am particularly interested in TAAA and carotid disease and outcomes related to differing interventions and outcomes when comparing academic centers.		"TEVAR","EVAR","Unknown","PVI"		Undecided		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Bernadette Aulivola		Asian/Asian Indian		n/a		Male

		Angela Danielle Sickels		University of Alabama at Birmingham Integrated Vascular Residency		PGY-3 (Year 1/2 dedicated research)		My goal is to become an academic vascular surgeon with a high caliber clinical practice and involvement in quality improvement and outcomes research. I view both elements as essential and complementary to one another in my career. Therefore, I am seeking to gain expertise in large database curation and analysis to answer important clinical questions, which will enhance the practice of vascular surgery and improve care, survival, and quality of life for patients. Furthermore, I am excited to interface with other quality improvement leaders, identify areas of collaboration, and learn how to be a mentor and leader in this realm.		Clinical Research","Outcomes Research","Quality and Process Improvement"		Aortic","Carotid Artery Disease","Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease		One question I hope to address is what is the optimal threshold diameter to electively repair AAA in women, given that they experience higher morbidity and rupture rates than men? We will use VQI data in a propensity matched study with data from the NVR to strengthen this analysis.		CAS","CEA","INFRA","SUPRA","OAAA","TEVAR","EVAR","VV","VSR","AMPUTATION		CAS","CEA","OAAA","INFRA","SUPRA","TEVAR","EVAR","VV","VSR","AMPUTATION		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Adam Beck, awbeck@uabmc.edu, University of Alabama at Birmingham		"White/Caucasian"		n/a		Female

		Samadashvili ketino		Vascular disease		Vascular		High quality skils		Specific Vascular Disease ;		Venous;Carotid Artery Disease;Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;		Treatmet specific for venous and arterial disease		IVC;AMPUTATION;PVI;CEA;CAS;INFRA;SUPRA;EVAR;TEVAR;		CEA;IVC;		No Mentor Identified		I have not mentor		White/Caucasian;		Prefer to Self-Describe		Female		Yes

		Gaurang Joshi		Thomas Jefferson University		PGY 6 - First year fellow		I envision myself performing clinical outcomes research and quality improvement projects. My past research experiences have included manually generated databases, but not large national databases. Most recently, I was given the opportunity by my chairman to help formulate guidelines for the SVS on prophylaxis and management of intraabdominal and thoracic vascular grafts with a national team. I am enthusiastic about this and it inspired me continue advancing in clinical outcomes and quality initiative projects. The FIT program would enable me do so, and work with VQI which is not available at my institution.		Clinical Research;Outcomes Research;Specific Vascular Disease ;		Venous;Aortic;Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;		What is the ideal graft (off the shelf) to promote the best outcomes in endovascular repair for ruptured AAA.		Unknown;		OAAA;EVAR;PVI;		No Mentor Identified		n/a		Asian/Asian Indian;		Prefer to Self-Describe		Male		In specific for my research, would want to explore variables such as radiation dosage, time in the OR, contrast used, access site size and complications, cost of entire procedure, post operative outcomes in hospitalization stay and 1 and 3 months out.

		Brandon Gaston		Massachusetts General Hospital - Integrated Training Program		4		My research background is in tissue engineering and medical device development, however, during clinical training I have developed a new interest in healthcare outcomes and quality research. I have explored this interest through QI initiatives regarding readmission reduction and I am now helping lead my division’s QI program. I am applying to the FIT fellowship to gain experience using large databases to address clinical research questions. The mentorship and experience gained through the FIT program will help me achieve my career goal of combining data analysis with innovation to find novel ways to study and address drivers of healthcare outcomes.		Quality and Process Improvement;Outcomes Research;Cost and Comparative Effectiveness  ;		Aortic;Carotid Artery Disease;Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;		Frailty scores have been linked to adverse outcomes after vascular surgery surgery.. Several scores exist but It remains unclear how these scores perform against each other in predicting outcomes. I would like to perform a retrospective head-to-head comparison of frailty calculators for predicting outcomes, length of stay, and readmission.		CAS;CEA;EVAR;TEVAR;INFRA;SUPRA;PVI;		Undecided;		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Nikolaos Zacharias, MD, nzacharias@mgh.harvard.edu, MGH		White/Caucasian;		Prefer to Self-Describe		Male

		Justin "Jay" Bader		Yale General Surgery Residency		PGY2		I hope to ultimately pursue an academic career in both vascular surgery and research. The FIT program provides an opportunity to gain invaluable mentorship and guidance on my vascular research. Additionally, I am excited to meet and collaborate with other FIT Fellows on research ideas and projects. I am working on a few vascular projects now, and I am excited to solidify and publish these projects as part of the FIT program. The timing for this program is perfect as I am an enthusiastic, current PGY2 resident who will be entering 2 years of dedicated research time starting July 2024.		Clinical Research;Outcomes Research;Quality and Process Improvement;		Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;Hemodialysis;		Postcontrast acute kidney injury (PC-AKI) is a common complication of peripheral vascular intervention and is associated with higher mortality. Using patient databases and known predictive risk factors, I am working with statisticians to design and build a model to predict the risk of PC-AKI depending on volume of contrast given.		CAS;CEA;OAAA;PVI;INFRA;SUPRA;TEVAR;EVAR;		Undecided;		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Cassius Chaar, MD... Email: cassius.chaar@yale.edu... Location: Yale New Haven Hospital		Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander;Asian/Asian Indian;White/Caucasian;				Male		I am a very motivated and eager surgery resident who will be entering 2 years of dedicated research time starting July 2024. The FIT program provides extraordinary mentorship and a unique opportunity for me to collaborate with others in my field. I truly believe that the FIT program would be my catalyst in a very exciting journey through vascular surgery. I would cherish the opportunity to show you my excitement and passion for vascular surgery research.

		Ioannis Tsouknidas		General Surgery Residency, Lankenau Medical Center, Wynnewood, PA		PGY-3		Becoming a Vascular surgeon has been a dream for many years now. As a PGY-3, I am applying next year for fellowship, and I believe that participate in the FIT program will help me towards this goal. Through this process, I anticipate to learn more Vascular surgery, be productive, and expand my network in the community. 		Cost and Comparative Effectiveness  ;Quality and Process Improvement;Specific Vascular Disease ;		Carotid Artery Disease;Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;Aortic;		Limb preservation is one of the topics that I am highly interested. Indications, different techniques, results are some of the questions that have really been bothering me, and I hope to study through this process 		Unknown;		EVAR;CEA;CAS;INFRA;SUPRA;AV ACCESS;AMPUTATION;TEVAR;		No Mentor Identified		n/a		White/Caucasian;		Prefer to Self-Describe		Male		I am very excited to participate in the FIT Program and I am looking forward to meeting my mentor and the rest of the team.

		Guillermo Polanco Serra		Henry Ford Health - Macomb Hospital		PGY2		As an aspiring vascular surgeon, I aim to integrate cutting-edge technologies, particularly in the realm of peripheral vascular disease, into my practice. However, I recognize the significance of evaluating the impact of these innovations on patients and identifying cost-effective approaches to enhance their quality of life. Through my participation in programs like VQI/FIT, I anticipate acquiring the expertise to leverage registries for assessing patient outcomes following various interventions. Moreover, I aspire to be an active advocate for patients of underrepresented groups and improve access to treatment options for these patients.		Outcomes Research;Cost and Comparative Effectiveness  ;Health Equity;		Hemodialysis;Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;		I want to assess how new available procedures (intraluminal lithotripsy, DCBs) if there is a decrease in the number of interventions required over time, and therefore a decrease in healthcare costs for patients. Additionally, I am interested in assessing if they are being used to extend hemodialysis access with fewer interventions.  		Unknown;		PVI;AV ACCESS;		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Dr. Kaitlyn Rountree; krountr1@hfhs.org; Henry Ford Health		Hispanic, Latinx, or Spanish;		Hispanic/Latino		Male

		Lisa Vi		Vascular Surgery - University of Toronto 		1		As a first-year resident, I have quickly grasped the profound impact of social factors on our patient population. Factors like socioeconomic status significantly influence issues such as smoking cessation. My career aspirations include elucidating how social factors affect patient care and how we, as providers, can create initiatives for better advocacy and support; Essentially, how we can utilize principles of QI to create changes in patient care. This fellowship program presents a pivotal opportunity for mentorship, networking, and career advancement in QI within vascular surgery. I am confident this training will help me achieve my career goals. 		Health Equity;Quality and Process Improvement;Specific Vascular Disease ;		Aortic;Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;		Homelessness is a prevalent issue in North America, affecting 550,000-600,000 Americans nightly. Unhoused individuals face a disproportionate burden of cardiovascular disease, yet few studies have described their outcomes following vascular surgery. Investigating patient outcomes following surgery is crucial for ensuring long-term health and advocating for better care within our specialty.		Unknown;		EVAR;OAAA;INFRA;SUPRA;PVI;		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Dr. Miranda Witheford - University Health Network, Toronto, ON. miranda.witheford@uhn.ca		Asian/Asian Indian;		Prefer Not to Disclose		Female		I aim to pursue a master's degree during my residency via the Surgeon Scientist Training Program. This entails a two-year hiatus from clinical duties in the third year for dedicated research. My master's research will leverage the VQI database to address geographic disparities and devise initiatives for enhanced patient care. This fellowship would provide me with invaluable skills and opportunities to establish fundamental principles in quality improvement, laying the groundwork for success in my master's program. Thank you for your consideration.

		Chinmayee Potti		Vascular Surgery Fellowship at The Ohio State University		PGY 6		My goal is to enhance patient outcomes through focus on quality improvement. I aspire to help develop a holistic multidisciplinary approach to vascular surgery by fostering collaboration between vascular surgeons and primary care providers at the community level. I am passionate about optimizing care processes and implementing evidence-based practices. The Quality Fellowship in Training Program offers the ideal platform to refine my skills, equipping me with expertise and network to empower this idea. I am eager to collaborate with mentors and peers, gaining invaluable insights to elevate my commitment to excellence in vascular surgery, ultimately advancing patient-centered care.
		Health Equity;Quality and Process Improvement;Outcomes Research;		Aortic;Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;Amputation;		Amongst patients who present with severe late-stage aortic and peripheral arterial disease, how does their regional distance from a high volume center for aortic surgery, insurance coverage (public vs. private), access and type of primary care provider affect their outcomes? Can earlier referrals or improved screening reduce complications?		CAS;CEA;PVI;OAAA;INFRA;SUPRA;AMPUTATION;IVC;TEVAR;EVAR;		OAAA;PVI;INFRA;SUPRA;AMPUTATION;TEVAR;EVAR;		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Dr. Mounir Haurani, mounir.haurani@osumc.edu, The Ohio State University		Asian/Asian Indian;				Female		My initial encounter with the unaddressed community of peripheral arterial disease was when I worked on a World Diabetes Foundation project as a medical student assessing prevalence in a rural community in India, where I am from. One aspect of the project was outreach and education in this community. Since then I have recognized that this is a social problem that needs to be addressed before it comes to the surgeon’s attention. I seek mentorship and experience in identifying barriers and solutions to this problem, which this platform will provide me with.

		Camila Roginski Guetter		Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center		PGY3		I am a third-year general surgery resident, interested in pursuing a career in academic vascular surgery. I am interested in performing outcomes research in vascular surgery using large databases to improve patient outcomes. I aim to expand my knowledge on quality improvement data and initiatives as part of my professional development years in residency, and to combine those skills with those I will obtain during my PhD in Clinical Epidemiology to perform impactful research. I look forward to the mentorship of Dr. Schermerhorn, who is a leading expert in the field of aortic disease and clinical outcomes research using VQI.		Outcomes Research;Quality and Process Improvement;Specific Vascular Disease ;		Aortic;		To investigate the relationship between diabetes mellitus and antidiabetic medications, with changes in aneurysmal sac size post EVAR for abdominal aortic aneurysm. Studies suggest that diabetes has a protective role against aneurysmal sac increase, and that antidiabetic medications have an anti-inflammatory effect leading to slower rates of aneurysmal growth.		CAS;CEA;PVI;OAAA;INFRA;SUPRA;AMPUTATION;TEVAR;EVAR;		OAAA;TEVAR;EVAR;		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Marc L. Schermerhorn: mscherme@bidmc.harvard.edu; Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center; 110 Francis St # 5B, Boston, MA 02215		White/Caucasian;		Hispanic/Latino		Female		Before starting residency, I obtained a Masters in Public Health from the Johns Hopkins School of Public Health with a focus on Epidemiology and Biostatistics, which provided me with the skills to perform high-level quantitative outcomes research study design and data analysis. I will also be pursuing a PhD in Clinical Epidemiology at Harvard University starting in August 2024, with the goal of expanding my skillset on the field. I have previously worked with VQI databases for research projects and look forward to increasing my knowledge in VQI available data and quality improvement processes and to combine that with my epidemiology and biostatistics knowledge to lead and participate in high quality projects under the mentorship of Dr. Schermerhorn and the vascular surgery department at our institution.

		Rebekah Bjorklund		University of Texas Health Science Center at Tyler		2		As a general surgery trainee with the goal of becoming a vascular surgeon, this program would allow me to further my knowledge and establish professional connections while exposing me to industry best practices. Coming from a new surgical residency program, with limited research opportunity, it will equip me with the tools I need to further research at our institution and enhance my skills as a trainee. 		Cost and Comparative Effectiveness  ;Outcomes Research;Quality and Process Improvement;		Hemodialysis;Carotid Artery Disease;Amputation;		I hope to address and identify the costs associated with percutaneous arteriovenous fistulas vs open arteriovenous fistulas. Patients undergo many surgery and revisions when they require longer term hemodialysis access. I hope to address and identify these surgical interventions costs to this patient population. I also hope to address limb salvaging procedures versus amputation in a variety of patient populations.  		CAS;		CAS;AV ACCESS;Undecided;AMPUTATION;		No Mentor Identified		n/a		White/Caucasian;				Female

		Christopher Y. Chow		University of Miami		PGY2		I would like to continue conducting quality improvement projects in vascular surgery. The FIT program will provide me engagement in a like minded community where I can get feedback on my work. The monthly meetings have exposed me to new ideas and topics that other researchers in the field of vascular surgery are engaged in.		Outcomes Research;Quality and Process Improvement;Cost and Comparative Effectiveness  ;		Carotid Artery Disease;Aortic;		This cycle, I would like to analyze the effects of aortic and carotid anatomic variants on outcomes of carotid stenting and TCAR		CAS;		CAS;		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Dr. Arash Bornak, same as previous.		Asian/Asian Indian;		Prefer to Self-Describe		Male		Thank you for a rewarding first year.

		Irina Kanzafarova		University of Rochester, Integrated Vascular Surgery Residency program  		2		Since the middle of medical school, I have understood that great doctors not only treat their patients but also contribute their experience and wisdom in global healthcare by doing research and filling gaps in medical knowledge. I truly believe that doing quality improvement research using the VQI database will help me sharpen my research abilities and medical statistics skills, help our institution to find and analyze areas of improvement in patient care, and, ultimately, become a foundation of my future career as a surgeon-scientist. 		Outcomes Research;Quality and Process Improvement;Specific Vascular Disease ;		Carotid Artery Disease;Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;		1. Outcomes of infrainguinal bypass surgery with simultaneous distal outflow endovascular intervention vs standard infrainguinal bypass surgery 2. Contralateral carotid artery occlusion influence on TCAR, CEA, and CAS outcomes 3. Short- and long-term outcomes associated with ERAS protocol vs conventional management in patients undergoing infrainguinal bypass surgery (same for CFEA)		CAS;CEA;PVI;OAAA;INFRA;SUPRA;EVAR;TEVAR;AV ACCESS;AMPUTATION;IVC;VV;VSR;		CAS;CEA;PVI;INFRA;		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Michael C. Stoner, M.D., michael_stoner@URMC.Rochester.edu, University of Rochester, Rochester, NY		White/Caucasian;				Female		- Our institution is in process of implementation of ERAS protocols for patients with infrainguinal bypass surgery or CFEA - we are interested in comparing the outcomes of ERAS vs standard non-ERAS pathways in our institution. 
- Next year, as a third-year resident I will have a dedicated research month, which I hope to use productively for VQI research. Additionally, the whole next year schedule is more than compatible for extra-clinical activities. 

 

		Michael Chaney		Western Michigan University 		2		After completion of general surgery training I hope to do a fellowship at an academic minded vascular surgery program. I understand these programs are competitive and require research prior but feel that the FIT program will help me get started using the VQI database. I hope to complete a research project that will improve patient care in the realm of vascular surgery. 		Outcomes Research;Quality and Process Improvement;		Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;		I would like to see if the preoperative femoral and infrapopliteal GLASS scoring is predictive for amputation free survival and wound healing in patients undergoing proximal endovascular intervention only (ie iliac stenting). 		Unknown;		AMPUTATION;PVI;INFRA;		No Mentor Identified		n/a		White/Caucasian;		Prefer to Self-Describe		Male		While I am a general surgery resident I did dual apply to integrated vascular surgery. I have experience with the ACS NSQIP database and have been able to present at MVSS, EVS, VAM, and Veith. 

		Cody Lendon Mullens 		University of Michigan General Surgery Residency Program 		PGY3		I am a general surgery resident at an established academic surgical program but am cut from the cloth of steel mill workers and coal miners. Growing up in rural West Virginia inspired to provide excellent clinical surgical care to my patients but also impact broader rural patient populations through studying access and quality of surgical care for rural patients. The opportunity to participate in the FIT Program would help me grow an established relationship with a vascular surgeon who has significant experience working in rural quality and access to vascular surgical care. Participating in the program will help me build out my research armamentarium to work towards my personal academic mission. 		Quality and Process Improvement;Health Equity;Outcomes Research;		Aortic;Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;Amputation;		Understanding the current state of differences in access to and quality of surgical care for rural vs. non-rural patient populations with aortic aneurysms and PAD. I am also interested in improving screening for aortic aneurysms, particularly for rural patient populations who have unique challenges in obtaining screening-level care.		Unknown;		Undecided;		Identified Mentor at Different Location		Samantha Minc, Samantha.Minc@wvumedicine.org, West Virginia University 		White/Caucasian;		Prefer to Self-Describe		Male		Dr. Minc and I have already discussed the potential for being paired together as mentor/mentee in the FIT Program, and we are both highly enthusiastic at the opportunity to work together through this form of programming. Additionally, while we are not at the same institution, during the time I would be a Fellow in the Program, it would be during my dedicated two years of research time at Michigan, which would lend well to ensuring there is ample time to work together on research work and building our mentor/mentee relationship. 

		Lara Lopes		Northwestern University - Vascular Surgery Integrated		PGY-3		My goal is to be a successful an academic vascular surgeon dedicated to Peripheral Arterial Disease (PAD) patients. The VQI-FIT is a unique opportunity to learn about how to identify and implement best practices in patient care, refine my leadership skills and connect with other quality advocates in vascular surgery. During my participation in the program, I plan to investigate the correlation between social determinants of care—specifically, nutrition and geographic location—and PAD surgery outcomes. Ultimately, I aim to catalyze my career by contributing to the Vascular community with new strategies that promote better outcomes for PAD surgery.		Quality and Process Improvement;Outcomes Research;		Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;		We seek to examine the correlation between living in areas of limited food access and/or low-income geographic areas and outcomes following revascularization for peripheral arterial disease.		SUPRA;INFRA;OAAA;PVI;CEA;CAS;AMPUTATION;TEVAR;EVAR;VUR;VSR;		PVI;INFRA;SUPRA;		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Ashley Vavra; ashley.vavra@nm.org; Northwestern University; Chicago		Hispanic, Latinx, or Spanish;		Hispanic/Latino		Female

		Lindsey A. Olivere		University of Pittsburgh Medical Center (UPMC)		PGY3		I plan to work as a vascular surgeon-scientist focused on delivery of high-quality limb salvage care. I am pursuing a masters degree in Implementation Science to better understand how healthcare system policies, provider level decision-making, and patient understanding affect PAD care. I want to leverage VQI data in concert with my developing expertise in implementation of evidence-based care to better understand patient outcomes at both an institutional and national level. Critically, I hope the fellowship will help me learn to appropriately conduct Quality Improvement projects to further my career goals of improving and leading multidisciplinary, patient-centered limb salvage care.		Specific Vascular Disease ;Quality and Process Improvement;Health Equity;		Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;Amputation;		Recent studies of ERAS-based amputation pathways show decreased LOS and improved outcomes like faster time to ambulation. Institutional data demonstrate high rates of amputation among CLTI patients undergoing both PVI and infrainguinal bypass. I plan to implement an institutional QI project establishing a post-amputation care pathway to centralize and improve care delivery to amputees. 		CAS;CEA;EVAR;TEVAR;INFRA;SUPRA;PVI;OAAA;AV ACCESS;IVC;VSR;		PVI;INFRA;SUPRA;		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Michael Madigan MD, madiganmc@upmc.edu, University of Pittsburgh Medical Center		White/Caucasian;		Prefer to Self-Describe		Female		I will be co-mentored by my UPMC site mentor, Dr. Michael Madigan, as well as Dr. Samantha Minc  (West Virginia University; Virginias Vascular Study Group) who has expertise in both VQI and quality improvement, specifically as it relates to high value care delivery to PAD patients and amputees.

		Lorela Weise		Loyola University Medical Center, Integrated Vascular Surgery Residency		PGY3		My career goals is for an academic appointment as a vascular surgeon in program that practices the full spectrum of vascular surgery and utilizes multidisciplinary teams to carry out there management of complex and challenging disease processes. I hope to specialize in reconstruction and interventions of supra-aortic and visceral branches of aorta, and thoracic and abdominal aorta.

Quality Fellowship in Training Program would provide me with the familiarity with the registry and data available required to develop quality questions, and methods to answer them. 		Specific Vascular Disease ;Outcomes Research;Health Equity;		Carotid Artery Disease;Aortic;Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;		I hope to look at the TEVAR-Complex aortic dataset to determine the efficacy of petticoat placement, and its association with 30 day mortality.		CAS;CEA;TEVAR;OAAA;EVAR;		Undecided;OAAA;TEVAR;SUPRA;EVAR;CAS;CEA;VV;		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Matthew Blecha, Matthew.Blecha@lumc.edu, Loyola University Medical Center		White/Caucasian;		Prefer to Self-Describe		Female		None

		Menna Hegazi 		University of California, Irvine		3		My goal is to work at an academic institution and serve underserved populations, both domestically and internationally. I believe it’s vital to constantly assess our outcomes in order to improve, grow and change practice when appropriate. Data has emerged regarding health inequity in underserved populations, and it’s an area I am passionate about pursuing. I hope that by participating in the Quality FIT Program, I will be able to learn from colleagues around the country and grow the tools I need to be able to identify areas of improvement and create multidisciplinary task forces to solve those issues.		Health Equity;Quality and Process Improvement;Outcomes Research;		Carotid Artery Disease;Hemodialysis;Aortic;		My research would focus on evaluating the presence and clinical significance of social, racial, economic, and insurance disparities in dialysis access. Specifically, I would evaluate rates of graft vs fistula construction, lead time to first intervention, number of interventions performed, and patency rates of dialysis access in different populations. 		PVI;INFRA;AV ACCESS;CAS;CEA;EVAR;TEVAR;		CAS;CEA;PVI;INFRA;AV ACCESS;TEVAR;EVAR;		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Nii-Kabu Kabutey, nkabutey@hs.uci.edu, University of California, Irvine		Middle Eastern or North African;				Female		I will be participating in a research year for 2024-2025 at University of California, Irvine, and I believe that this fellowship would be a great opportunity to enrich my academic pursuits during this year.
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		Trainee Name		Email		Name		Email		Center		Region

		Vinay Bhushan Lakki		Lakki, Vinay Bhushan Reddy <VinayBhushanReddyLakki@creighton.edu>		Abhishek Singh		abhishek.singh514@commonspirit.org		Creighton University Med Center		MID-AMERICA VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Lara Lopes		laraminchillo@gmail.com		Ashley Vavra		Vavra, Ashley <Ashley.Vavra@nm.org>		Northwestern Memorial Hospital 		MID-AMERICA VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Gabrielle Rieth		Gabrielle Rieth <gabrielle.rieth@gmail.com>		Matthew Corrierre		mcorrier@med.umich.edu		Wexner		MICHIGAN VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Karan Chawla		Karan Chawla <Karan.Chawla001@luhs.org>		 Matthew Blecha		Matthew Blecha <Matthew.Blecha@lumc.edu>		Integrated Vascular Surgery Loyola Medical Center		MID-AMERICA VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Falen Demsas		fdemsas@mgh.harvard.edu		Nikoalas Zacharias		nzacharias@mgh.harvard.edu		Massachusetts General Hospital		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF NEW ENGLAND

		Angela Danielle Sickels		adsickels@uabmc.edu		Adam Beck		awbeck@uabmc.edu		University Of Alabama Medical Center		SOUTHEASTERN VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Isaac Naazie		isaacnaa@buffalo.edu		Linda Harris		lmharris@buffalo.edu		Buffalo General Medical Center		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF GREATER NEW YORK

		Christopher Chow		chris.yu.chow@gmail.com						University of Miami

		Justin Jay Bader		Bader, Justin <jay.bader@yale.edu>		Cassius Chaar, MD		cassius.chaar@yale.edu		Yale New Haven Hospital		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF NEW ENGLAND

		Guillermo Polanco Serra		Polanco Serra, Guillermo <gpolanc1@hfhs.org>				krountr1@hfhs.org		Henry Ford Health		MICHIGAN VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Camila Guetter		Guetter, Camila R  (BIDMC - Surgery) <cguetter@bidmc.harvard.edu>		Marc L. Schermerhorn		mscherme@bidmc.harvard.edu		Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF NEW ENGLAND

		Brandon Gaston		Gaston, Brandon T.,MD <BGASTON@MGH.HARVARD.EDU>		Nikoalas Zacharias		nzacharias@mgh.harvard.edu		Massachusetts General Hospital - Integrated Training Program		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF NEW ENGLAND

		Guaurang Joshi		gaurangjoshi@gmail.com		Marc Schermerhorn		mcsherm@bidmc.harvard.edu		Thomas Jefferson University		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF NEW ENGLAND

		Lisa Vi		Lisa Vi <lisa.vi@mail.utoronto.ca>		Dr. Miranda Witheford 		miranda.witheford@uhn.ca		University Health Network, Toronto, ON		CANADIAN VASCULAR QUALITY INITIATIVE

		Chinmayee Potti		Potti, Chinmayee <Chinmayee.Potti@osumc.edu>		Dr. Mounir Haurani		mounir.haurani@osumc.edu		The Ohio State University		GREAT LAKES VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Irina Kanzafarova		Irina_Kanzafarova@URMC.Rochester.edu		Michael Stoner		michael_stoner@URMC.Rochester.edu		University of Rochester, Rochester, NY		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF GREATER NEW YORK

		Ioannis Tsouknidas		tsouknidasioannis@gmail.com		Main Line Health's subsidiary, Main Line Hospitals, Inc. - Lankenau Medical Center				Lankenau Medical Center, Wynnewood, PA

		Michael Chaney		michael.chaney@wmed.edu		University of Michigan				Western Michigan University 

		Menna Hegazi 		mennatallahegazi@outlook.com		Nii-Kabu Kabutey, nkabutey@hs.uci.edu, University of California, Irvine		Nii-Kabu Kabutey, nkabutey@hs.uci.edu				SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA VASCULAR OUTCOMES IMPROVEMENT COLLABORATIVE (VOICE)

		Lindsey A. Olivere		oliverel@upmc.edu		Michael Madigan		madiganmc@upmc.edu		UPP Vascular Surgery		GREAT LAKES VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Lorela Weise		lorela.weise@luhs.org		Matthew Blecha		Matthew Blecha <Matthew.Blecha@lumc.edu>		Loyola University Medical Center, Integrated Vascular Surgery Residency		MID-AMERICA VASCULAR STUDY GROUP
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		FIT Fellow		FIT Mentor		Center		Region

		Lisa Vi		Dr. Miranda Witheford 		University Health Network, Toronto, ON		CANADIAN VASCULAR QUALITY INITIATIVE

		Chinmayee Potti		Dr. Mounir Haurani		The Ohio State University		GREAT LAKES VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Lindsey A. Olivere		Michael Madigan		UPP Vascular Surgery		GREAT LAKES VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Gabrielle Rieth		Matthew Corrierre		Wexner		MICHIGAN VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Guillermo Polanco Serra		Pending Match		Henry Ford Health		MICHIGAN VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Michael Chaney		Pending Match		Western Michigan University 		MICHIGAN VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Vinay Bhushan Lakki		Abhishek Singh		Creighton University Med Center		MID-AMERICA VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Lara Lopes		Ashley Vavra		Northwestern Memorial Hospital 		MID-AMERICA VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Karan Chawla		 Matthew Blecha		Integrated Vascular Surgery Loyola Medical Center		MID-AMERICA VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Lorela Weise		Matthew Blecha		Loyola University Medical Center, Integrated Vascular Surgery Residency		MID-AMERICA VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Ioannis Tsouknidas		Pending Match		Lankenau Medical Center		MID-ATLANTIC VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Angela Danielle Sickels		Adam Beck		University Of Alabama Medical Center		SOUTHEASTERN VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Menna Hegazi 		Nii-Kabu Kabutey		University of California, Irvine		SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA VASCULAR OUTCOMES IMPROVEMENT COLLABORATIVE (VOICE)

		Isaac Naazie		Linda Harris		Buffalo General Medical Center		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF GREATER NEW YORK

		Irina Kanzafarova		Michael Stoner		University of Rochester, Rochester, NY		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF GREATER NEW YORK

		Falen Demsas		Nikoalas Zacharias		Massachusetts General Hospital		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF NEW ENGLAND

		Justin Jay Bader		Cassius Chaar, MD		Yale New Haven Hospital		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF NEW ENGLAND

		Camila Guetter		Marc L. Schermerhorn		Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF NEW ENGLAND

		Brandon Gaston		Nikoalas Zacharias		Massachusetts General Hospital - Integrated Training Program		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF NEW ENGLAND

		Guaurang Joshi		Marc Schermerhorn		Thomas Jefferson University		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF NEW ENGLAND
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		FIT Mentor		FIT Fellow		Center

		Dr. Miranda Witheford 		Lisa Vi		University Health Network, Toronto, ON

		Dr. Matthew Corrierre		Chinmayee Potti		The Ohio State University

		Dr. Michael Madigan		Lindsey A. Olivere		UPP Vascular Surgery

		Dr. Matthew Corrierre		Gabrielle Rieth		The Ohio State University

		Dr. Pouya Entezami		Guillermo Polanco Serra		Henry Ford Health				penteza1@hfhs.org

		Dr. Jason Ryan		Michael Chaney		Western Michigan University 				Jason.Ryan@ascension.org

		Dr. Abhishek Singh		Vinay Bhushan Lakki		Creighton University Med Center

		Dr. Ashley Vavra		Lara Lopes		Northwestern Memorial Hospital 

		Dr.  Matthew Blecha		Karan Chawla		Integrated Vascular Surgery Loyola Medical Center

		Dr. Matthew Blecha		Lorela Weise		Loyola University Medical Center, Integrated Vascular Surgery Residency

		Dr. Robert Meisner		Ioannis Tsouknidas		Lankenau Medical Center				Meisner, Robert, MD <MeisnerR@MLHS.ORG>

		Dr. Adam Beck		Angela Danielle Sickels		University Of Alabama Medical Center

		Dr. Nii-Kabu Kabutey		Menna Hegazi 		University of California, Irvine

		Dr. Linda Harris		Isaac Naazie		Buffalo General Medical Center

		Dr. Michael Stoner		Irina Kanzafarova		University of Rochester, Rochester, NY

		Dr. Nikolaos Zacharias		Falen Demsas		Massachusetts General Hospital

		Dr. Cassius Chaar		Justin Jay Bader		Yale New Haven Hospital

		Dr. Marc  Schermerhorn		Camila Guetter		Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center

		Dr. Nikolaos Zacharias		Brandon Gaston		Massachusetts General Hospital - Integrated Training Program

		Dr. Marc Schermerhorn		Guaurang Joshi		Thomas Jefferson University






2024 Applicant

		Trainee Name		Blinded number		Email		Secondary email		Total Scorecard
		Survey		CV		Reference		Reference		Attestation		Identified Mentor		Name		Email		Center		Region		Notes

		Vinay Bhushan Lakki		2		Lakki, Vinay Bhushan Reddy <VinayBhushanReddyLakki@creighton.edu>		vinay.corduroy@gmail.com		24/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Abhishek Singh		abhishek.singh514@commonspirit.org		Creighton University Med Center		MID-AMERICA VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Lara Lopes		24		laraminchillo@gmail.com				28/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Ashley Vavra		Vavra, Ashley <Ashley.Vavra@nm.org>		Northwestern Memorial Hospital 		MID-AMERICA VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Gabrielle Rieth		4		Gabrielle Rieth <gabrielle.rieth@gmail.com>				30/30		x		x		x		x		x		N		Wexner		Matthew Corrierre

		Imran Javed		3		imran javed <doctorimranjaved@yahoo.com>						x		x		x		x		x		N

		Karan Chawla		8		Karan Chawla <Karan.Chawla001@luhs.org>		Chawlakn@gmail.com		24/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Bernadette Aulivola Matthew Blecha		BAulivola@lumc.edu				MID-AMERICA VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Falen Demsas		7		fdemsas@mgh.harvard.edu				26/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Nikoalas Zacharias		nzacharias@mgh.harvard.edu		Massachusetts General Hospital		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF NEW ENGLAND

		Angela Danielle Sickels		9		adsickels@uabmc.edu				28/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Adam Beck		awbeck@uabmc.edu		University Of Alabama Medical Center		SOUTHEASTERN VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Isaac Naazie		5		isaacnaa@buffalo.edu				30/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Linda Harris		lmharris@buffalo.edu		Buffalo General Medical Center		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF GREATER NEW YORK

		Mohit Bhalla		1-Not a Candidate		mobhalla1@gmail.com						x

		Christopher Chow		6,20-FIT Year 2		chris.yu.chow@gmail.com				year 2		x

		Justin Jay Bader		13		Bader, Justin <jay.bader@yale.edu>				27/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Cassius Chaar, MD		cassius.chaar@yale.edu		Yale New Haven Hospital

		Guillermo Polanco Serra		15		Polanco Serra, Guillermo <gpolanc1@hfhs.org>				30/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Dr. Kaitlyn Rountree		krountr1@hfhs.org		Henry Ford Health

		Camila Guetter		18		Guetter, Camila R  (BIDMC - Surgery) <cguetter@bidmc.harvard.edu>				30/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Marc L. Schermerhorn		mscherme@bidmc.harvard.edu		Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center

		Brandon Gaston		12		Gaston, Brandon T.,MD <BGASTON@MGH.HARVARD.EDU>				29/30		x		x		x		x		x		y		Nikoalas Zacharias		nzacharias@mgh.harvard.edu

		Guaurang Joshi		11		gaurangjoshi@gmail.com		Gaurang Joshi <Gaurang.Joshi@jefferson.edu>		29/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Marc Schermerhorn		mcsherm@bidmc.harvard.edu

		Lisa Vi		16		Lisa Vi <lisa.vi@mail.utoronto.ca>				30/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Dr. Miranda Witheford 		miranda.witheford@uhn.ca		University Health Network, Toronto, ON

		Chinmayee Potti		17		Potti, Chinmayee <Chinmayee.Potti@osumc.edu>				30/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Dr. Mounir Haurani		mounir.haurani@osumc.edu		The Ohio State University

		Irina Kanzafarova		21		Irina_Kanzafarova@URMC.Rochester.edu				26/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Michael Stoner		michael_stoner@URMC.Rochester.edu		University of Rochester, Rochester, NY

		Rebekah Bjorklund		19		rebekah.bjorklund@uttyler.edu						x										N						University of Texas Health Institute

		Ioannis Tsouknidas		14		tsouknidasioannis@gmail.com				24/30		x		x		x		x		x		N		Main Line Health's subsidiary, Main Line Hospitals, Inc. - Lankenau Medical Center				Lankenau Medical Center, Wynnewood, PA

		Michael Chaney		22		michael.chaney@wmed.edu				25/30		x		x		x		x		x		N		University of Michigan

		Cody Lendon Mullens 		23		codymu@med.umich.edu						x

		Menna Hegazi 		27		mennatallahegazi@outlook.com				30/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Nii-Kabu Kabutey, nkabutey@hs.uci.edu, University of California, Irvine

		Lindsey A. Olivere		25		oliverel@upmc.edu				29/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Michael Madigan

		Lorela Weise		26		lorela.weise@luhs.org				28/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Matthew Blecha		Matthew Blecha <Matthew.Blecha@lumc.edu>

		Samadashvili ketino		10								X										N
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Survey Responses

		Applicant Name		Training Program		PGY 		Personal Statement		Area of Interest (Max 3)		If Specific Vascular Disease Chosen, select additional		Research v Quality		Center VQI Registries		Registry to use for FIT Project		Mentor		Mentor Information		Race		Ethnicity		Birth Sex		Additional Information

		Mohit Bhalla		University of Florida - Jacksonville		PGY-3		I fell in love with vascular surgery after participating innately in the intricate and delicate balance of open and endovascular surgery techniques. The pursuit and passion were quite natural in guiding me towards vascular fellowship; and a long career in the field. I am hopeful to use the Quality Fellowship in training program to expand my reach to the vulnerable population of patients we treat on a daily basis. Regardless of class, sex, age, disease process, there is always something to learn and I am determined to usher in a new era for vascular surgery, always with steadiness and integrity.		"Specific Vascular Disease ","Outcomes Research","Clinical Research"		Aortic","Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease","Carotid Artery Disease		I hope to bridge the gap between our vulnerable populations who may not have a strong support system. To do this, I wish to research and implement procedures using novel techniques and technologies that can have long-term success with minimal follow-up required.		"Unknown		INFRA","TEVAR","EVAR","PVI","OAAA","SUPRA","CAS","CEA		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Dr. Henry Veldenz/ Dr. James Dennis. Henry.Veldenz@jax.ufl.edu / James.Dennis@jax.ufl.edu		Asian/Asian Indian		Prefer Not to Disclose		Male

		Vinay Bhushan Reddy Lakki		Creighton University		4		I aspire to become a proficient practitioner in carotid disease management, dedicated to advancing vascular interventions like carotid stenting. Participation in the Quality Fellowship in Training Program is crucial for honing skills in procedural excellence, patient safety, and quality assurance specific to carotid stenting. The program's focus on evidence-based practices, mentorship, and collaborative learning aligns seamlessly with the applicant's career goals. By engaging with experts and staying abreast of the latest advancements, as a trainee interested in Vascular Neurology, I aim to elevate their competency, ensuring optimal patient outcomes and contributing to the continuous improvement of carotid stenting procedures.		Quality and Process Improvement","Clinical Research","Outcomes Research"		Carotid Artery Disease		Quality improvement project to implement a critical patient selection criteria based on anatomical and clinical variables to improve outcomes of Carotid artery stenting and minimize periprocedural stroke, access-related complications, nerve injury and death.		CAS		CAS		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Abhishek Singh; Mentor email "abhishek.singh514@commonspirit.org"; Location/Center: Creighton University Med Center,7500 Mercy Rd, Omaha, NE 68124		Asian/Asian Indian		Prefer Not to Disclose		Male

		Dr Imran Javed		Vascular Surgery		2		MBBS FCPS SURGERY FELLOWSHIP VASCULAR SURGERY		Clinical Research","Specific Vascular Disease		Venous","Carotid Artery Disease","Amputation		PAD RESEARCH		TEVAR","EVAR","AMPUTATION		CEA","INFRA","CAS		No Mentor Identified		n/a		Asian/Asian Indian		Prefer Not to Disclose		Male

		Gabrielle Rieth		Albany Medical Center General Surgery		5		Medical and surgical care is becoming more personalized as research advancements have allowed for examination of individual patient genomics and microbiomes. I'm interested in exploring whether these individual patient factors are modifiable prior to surgery to result in optimal postop outcomes and either improved survival or delayed time to amputation because the success of an operative intervention is ultimately the result of preoperative optimization, intraoperative surgical technique and ideal anesthesia care, and postoperative management. Participating in the VQI FIT program will afford me the opportunity to examine national databases and begin this work.		Outcomes Research","Quality and Process Improvement","Specific Vascular Disease 		Aortic","Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease		I'd like to apply concepts from trauma literature in a way that can improve vascular patients' outcomes, specifically using thromboelastography both preoperatively and intraoperatively to correct iatrogenic coagulopathies and how that may decrease length of stay, time to discharge to home vs. rehab, and decreased rates of surgical site infections.		CAS","CEA","PVI","OAAA","INFRA","SUPRA","AV ACCESS","AMPUTATION","IVC","VMC","VSR","VUR","VV","EVAR","TEVAR"]		OAAA","EVAR","TEVAR"		No Mentor Identified		n/a		White/Caucasian		Prefer Not to Disclose		Female		I'm one of the incoming Trauma / Surgical Critical Care fellows at The Ohio State University for the year 2024 - 2025 and will be using at least part of that time to learn how to cannulate for ECMO and troubleshoot both VA and VV ECMO patients. I chose this pathway with the express purpose of eventually applying that skill set to managing aortic patients that may require ECMO support both during and after surgery. My ultimate goal is to retain board certifications in general surgery, surgical critical care, and vascular surgery with an academic practice that focuses on quality improvement in postop vascular outcomes.

		Isaac Naazie		University at Buffalo Integrated Vascular surgery residency		2		With a passion for outcomes and quality improvement research, I hold an MPH from Johns Hopkins, specializing in statistics and epidemiology for clinical research. My track record includes executing and publishing impactful quality improvement research using VQI data. Eager to further my research in residency, my ultimate goal is to become an academic vascular surgeon, mentoring others in quality improvement. The Quality Fellowship in Training Program presents a unique opportunity for formal quality improvement training and sustained research engagement, propelling me towards achieving my aspirations, and contributing to advancements in the field to improve patient care		Clinical Research","Outcomes Research","Quality and Process Improvement"		Aortic","Carotid Artery Disease","Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease		During the Quality Fellowship, I aim to investigate the comparative effectiveness of vascular disease treatment modalities, identify predictors of adverse outcomes, and assess demographic groups (gender, race etc) with divergent outcomes in vascular diseases and procedures		EVAR","SUPRA","INFRA","OAAA","PVI","CEA","CAS","TEVAR"		CAS","CEA","PVI","OAAA","INFRA","SUPRA","TEVAR","EVAR		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Dr linda Harris, lharris@kaleidahealth.org, University at Buffalo		Black/African American		n/a		Male

		Christopher Chow		University of Miami		2		I would like to continue my work that I started this year looking at quality improvement for carotid artery disease.		Outcomes Research","Specific Vascular Disease ","Quality and Process Improvement"		Carotid Artery Disease		I hope to identify clinically relevant practice patterns of carotid artery stenting and TCAR in uncommon conditions.		CAS		CAS		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Bornak, Arash; ABornak@med.miami.edu; university of miami		Asian/Asian Indian		n/a		Male		Non-hispanic

		Falen Demsas		Integrated Vascular Surgery		2		I aspire to become an academic surgeon dedicated to reducing disparities in health outcomes and improving the overall well-being of marginalized populations. To do so, I aim to leverage quality improvement methodologies to enhance access and equity in patient care. The Quality Fellowship in Training Program offers a structured curriculum, mentorship, and hands-on experience in quality improvement methodologies, which align perfectly with my career goals. Participation in this program will provide invaluable opportunities to apply theoretical knowledge to real-world scenarios, collaborate with experts in the field, and contribute meaningfully to enhancing healthcare delivery. I hope to gain expertise in quality improvement strategies and leadership, enabling me to drive positive change in healthcare systems and advance health equity.		"Health Equity","Outcomes Research","Quality and Process Improvement		Aortic","Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease","Amputation		How can we implement culturally competent care practices in surgical settings to reduce disparities in surgical outcomes among underserved populations?		Unknown		PVI","OAAA","INFRA","SUPRA","AMPUTATION","AV ACCESS","TEVAR","EVAR		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Nikoalas Zacharias		Black/African American		n/a		Female

		Karan Chawla		Integrated Vascular Surgery Loyola Medical Center		1		Quality and practice improvement research is central to improving care for our patients. With new vascular technologies and interventions, we need to understand the long-term outcomes for our patients. My goal for this program is to achieve meaningful quality improvement data while also honing my skills to continue this work as I have done in the past. By participating early in my career, I will further strengthen my understanding of quality improvement by gaining methodologies and experiences through this program.		Outcomes Research","Clinical Research","Specific Vascular Disease		Aortic","Carotid Artery Disease		I am particularly interested in TAAA and carotid disease and outcomes related to differing interventions and outcomes when comparing academic centers.		"TEVAR","EVAR","Unknown","PVI"		Undecided		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Bernadette Aulivola		Asian/Asian Indian		n/a		Male

		Angela Danielle Sickels		University of Alabama at Birmingham Integrated Vascular Residency		PGY-3 (Year 1/2 dedicated research)		My goal is to become an academic vascular surgeon with a high caliber clinical practice and involvement in quality improvement and outcomes research. I view both elements as essential and complementary to one another in my career. Therefore, I am seeking to gain expertise in large database curation and analysis to answer important clinical questions, which will enhance the practice of vascular surgery and improve care, survival, and quality of life for patients. Furthermore, I am excited to interface with other quality improvement leaders, identify areas of collaboration, and learn how to be a mentor and leader in this realm.		Clinical Research","Outcomes Research","Quality and Process Improvement"		Aortic","Carotid Artery Disease","Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease		One question I hope to address is what is the optimal threshold diameter to electively repair AAA in women, given that they experience higher morbidity and rupture rates than men? We will use VQI data in a propensity matched study with data from the NVR to strengthen this analysis.		CAS","CEA","INFRA","SUPRA","OAAA","TEVAR","EVAR","VV","VSR","AMPUTATION		CAS","CEA","OAAA","INFRA","SUPRA","TEVAR","EVAR","VV","VSR","AMPUTATION		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Adam Beck, awbeck@uabmc.edu, University of Alabama at Birmingham		"White/Caucasian"		n/a		Female

		Samadashvili ketino		Vascular disease		Vascular		High quality skils		Specific Vascular Disease ;		Venous;Carotid Artery Disease;Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;		Treatmet specific for venous and arterial disease		IVC;AMPUTATION;PVI;CEA;CAS;INFRA;SUPRA;EVAR;TEVAR;		CEA;IVC;		No Mentor Identified		I have not mentor		White/Caucasian;		Prefer to Self-Describe		Female		Yes

		Gaurang Joshi		Thomas Jefferson University		PGY 6 - First year fellow		I envision myself performing clinical outcomes research and quality improvement projects. My past research experiences have included manually generated databases, but not large national databases. Most recently, I was given the opportunity by my chairman to help formulate guidelines for the SVS on prophylaxis and management of intraabdominal and thoracic vascular grafts with a national team. I am enthusiastic about this and it inspired me continue advancing in clinical outcomes and quality initiative projects. The FIT program would enable me do so, and work with VQI which is not available at my institution.		Clinical Research;Outcomes Research;Specific Vascular Disease ;		Venous;Aortic;Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;		What is the ideal graft (off the shelf) to promote the best outcomes in endovascular repair for ruptured AAA.		Unknown;		OAAA;EVAR;PVI;		No Mentor Identified		n/a		Asian/Asian Indian;		Prefer to Self-Describe		Male		In specific for my research, would want to explore variables such as radiation dosage, time in the OR, contrast used, access site size and complications, cost of entire procedure, post operative outcomes in hospitalization stay and 1 and 3 months out.

		Brandon Gaston		Massachusetts General Hospital - Integrated Training Program		4		My research background is in tissue engineering and medical device development, however, during clinical training I have developed a new interest in healthcare outcomes and quality research. I have explored this interest through QI initiatives regarding readmission reduction and I am now helping lead my division’s QI program. I am applying to the FIT fellowship to gain experience using large databases to address clinical research questions. The mentorship and experience gained through the FIT program will help me achieve my career goal of combining data analysis with innovation to find novel ways to study and address drivers of healthcare outcomes.		Quality and Process Improvement;Outcomes Research;Cost and Comparative Effectiveness  ;		Aortic;Carotid Artery Disease;Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;		Frailty scores have been linked to adverse outcomes after vascular surgery surgery.. Several scores exist but It remains unclear how these scores perform against each other in predicting outcomes. I would like to perform a retrospective head-to-head comparison of frailty calculators for predicting outcomes, length of stay, and readmission.		CAS;CEA;EVAR;TEVAR;INFRA;SUPRA;PVI;		Undecided;		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Nikolaos Zacharias, MD, nzacharias@mgh.harvard.edu, MGH		White/Caucasian;		Prefer to Self-Describe		Male

		Justin "Jay" Bader		Yale General Surgery Residency		PGY2		I hope to ultimately pursue an academic career in both vascular surgery and research. The FIT program provides an opportunity to gain invaluable mentorship and guidance on my vascular research. Additionally, I am excited to meet and collaborate with other FIT Fellows on research ideas and projects. I am working on a few vascular projects now, and I am excited to solidify and publish these projects as part of the FIT program. The timing for this program is perfect as I am an enthusiastic, current PGY2 resident who will be entering 2 years of dedicated research time starting July 2024.		Clinical Research;Outcomes Research;Quality and Process Improvement;		Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;Hemodialysis;		Postcontrast acute kidney injury (PC-AKI) is a common complication of peripheral vascular intervention and is associated with higher mortality. Using patient databases and known predictive risk factors, I am working with statisticians to design and build a model to predict the risk of PC-AKI depending on volume of contrast given.		CAS;CEA;OAAA;PVI;INFRA;SUPRA;TEVAR;EVAR;		Undecided;		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Cassius Chaar, MD... Email: cassius.chaar@yale.edu... Location: Yale New Haven Hospital		Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander;Asian/Asian Indian;White/Caucasian;				Male		I am a very motivated and eager surgery resident who will be entering 2 years of dedicated research time starting July 2024. The FIT program provides extraordinary mentorship and a unique opportunity for me to collaborate with others in my field. I truly believe that the FIT program would be my catalyst in a very exciting journey through vascular surgery. I would cherish the opportunity to show you my excitement and passion for vascular surgery research.

		Ioannis Tsouknidas		General Surgery Residency, Lankenau Medical Center, Wynnewood, PA		PGY-3		Becoming a Vascular surgeon has been a dream for many years now. As a PGY-3, I am applying next year for fellowship, and I believe that participate in the FIT program will help me towards this goal. Through this process, I anticipate to learn more Vascular surgery, be productive, and expand my network in the community. 		Cost and Comparative Effectiveness  ;Quality and Process Improvement;Specific Vascular Disease ;		Carotid Artery Disease;Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;Aortic;		Limb preservation is one of the topics that I am highly interested. Indications, different techniques, results are some of the questions that have really been bothering me, and I hope to study through this process 		Unknown;		EVAR;CEA;CAS;INFRA;SUPRA;AV ACCESS;AMPUTATION;TEVAR;		No Mentor Identified		n/a		White/Caucasian;		Prefer to Self-Describe		Male		I am very excited to participate in the FIT Program and I am looking forward to meeting my mentor and the rest of the team.

		Guillermo Polanco Serra		Henry Ford Health - Macomb Hospital		PGY2		As an aspiring vascular surgeon, I aim to integrate cutting-edge technologies, particularly in the realm of peripheral vascular disease, into my practice. However, I recognize the significance of evaluating the impact of these innovations on patients and identifying cost-effective approaches to enhance their quality of life. Through my participation in programs like VQI/FIT, I anticipate acquiring the expertise to leverage registries for assessing patient outcomes following various interventions. Moreover, I aspire to be an active advocate for patients of underrepresented groups and improve access to treatment options for these patients.		Outcomes Research;Cost and Comparative Effectiveness  ;Health Equity;		Hemodialysis;Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;		I want to assess how new available procedures (intraluminal lithotripsy, DCBs) if there is a decrease in the number of interventions required over time, and therefore a decrease in healthcare costs for patients. Additionally, I am interested in assessing if they are being used to extend hemodialysis access with fewer interventions.  		Unknown;		PVI;AV ACCESS;		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Dr. Kaitlyn Rountree; krountr1@hfhs.org; Henry Ford Health		Hispanic, Latinx, or Spanish;		Hispanic/Latino		Male

		Lisa Vi		Vascular Surgery - University of Toronto 		1		As a first-year resident, I have quickly grasped the profound impact of social factors on our patient population. Factors like socioeconomic status significantly influence issues such as smoking cessation. My career aspirations include elucidating how social factors affect patient care and how we, as providers, can create initiatives for better advocacy and support; Essentially, how we can utilize principles of QI to create changes in patient care. This fellowship program presents a pivotal opportunity for mentorship, networking, and career advancement in QI within vascular surgery. I am confident this training will help me achieve my career goals. 		Health Equity;Quality and Process Improvement;Specific Vascular Disease ;		Aortic;Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;		Homelessness is a prevalent issue in North America, affecting 550,000-600,000 Americans nightly. Unhoused individuals face a disproportionate burden of cardiovascular disease, yet few studies have described their outcomes following vascular surgery. Investigating patient outcomes following surgery is crucial for ensuring long-term health and advocating for better care within our specialty.		Unknown;		EVAR;OAAA;INFRA;SUPRA;PVI;		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Dr. Miranda Witheford - University Health Network, Toronto, ON. miranda.witheford@uhn.ca		Asian/Asian Indian;		Prefer Not to Disclose		Female		I aim to pursue a master's degree during my residency via the Surgeon Scientist Training Program. This entails a two-year hiatus from clinical duties in the third year for dedicated research. My master's research will leverage the VQI database to address geographic disparities and devise initiatives for enhanced patient care. This fellowship would provide me with invaluable skills and opportunities to establish fundamental principles in quality improvement, laying the groundwork for success in my master's program. Thank you for your consideration.

		Chinmayee Potti		Vascular Surgery Fellowship at The Ohio State University		PGY 6		My goal is to enhance patient outcomes through focus on quality improvement. I aspire to help develop a holistic multidisciplinary approach to vascular surgery by fostering collaboration between vascular surgeons and primary care providers at the community level. I am passionate about optimizing care processes and implementing evidence-based practices. The Quality Fellowship in Training Program offers the ideal platform to refine my skills, equipping me with expertise and network to empower this idea. I am eager to collaborate with mentors and peers, gaining invaluable insights to elevate my commitment to excellence in vascular surgery, ultimately advancing patient-centered care.
		Health Equity;Quality and Process Improvement;Outcomes Research;		Aortic;Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;Amputation;		Amongst patients who present with severe late-stage aortic and peripheral arterial disease, how does their regional distance from a high volume center for aortic surgery, insurance coverage (public vs. private), access and type of primary care provider affect their outcomes? Can earlier referrals or improved screening reduce complications?		CAS;CEA;PVI;OAAA;INFRA;SUPRA;AMPUTATION;IVC;TEVAR;EVAR;		OAAA;PVI;INFRA;SUPRA;AMPUTATION;TEVAR;EVAR;		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Dr. Mounir Haurani, mounir.haurani@osumc.edu, The Ohio State University		Asian/Asian Indian;				Female		My initial encounter with the unaddressed community of peripheral arterial disease was when I worked on a World Diabetes Foundation project as a medical student assessing prevalence in a rural community in India, where I am from. One aspect of the project was outreach and education in this community. Since then I have recognized that this is a social problem that needs to be addressed before it comes to the surgeon’s attention. I seek mentorship and experience in identifying barriers and solutions to this problem, which this platform will provide me with.

		Camila Roginski Guetter		Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center		PGY3		I am a third-year general surgery resident, interested in pursuing a career in academic vascular surgery. I am interested in performing outcomes research in vascular surgery using large databases to improve patient outcomes. I aim to expand my knowledge on quality improvement data and initiatives as part of my professional development years in residency, and to combine those skills with those I will obtain during my PhD in Clinical Epidemiology to perform impactful research. I look forward to the mentorship of Dr. Schermerhorn, who is a leading expert in the field of aortic disease and clinical outcomes research using VQI.		Outcomes Research;Quality and Process Improvement;Specific Vascular Disease ;		Aortic;		To investigate the relationship between diabetes mellitus and antidiabetic medications, with changes in aneurysmal sac size post EVAR for abdominal aortic aneurysm. Studies suggest that diabetes has a protective role against aneurysmal sac increase, and that antidiabetic medications have an anti-inflammatory effect leading to slower rates of aneurysmal growth.		CAS;CEA;PVI;OAAA;INFRA;SUPRA;AMPUTATION;TEVAR;EVAR;		OAAA;TEVAR;EVAR;		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Marc L. Schermerhorn: mscherme@bidmc.harvard.edu; Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center; 110 Francis St # 5B, Boston, MA 02215		White/Caucasian;		Hispanic/Latino		Female		Before starting residency, I obtained a Masters in Public Health from the Johns Hopkins School of Public Health with a focus on Epidemiology and Biostatistics, which provided me with the skills to perform high-level quantitative outcomes research study design and data analysis. I will also be pursuing a PhD in Clinical Epidemiology at Harvard University starting in August 2024, with the goal of expanding my skillset on the field. I have previously worked with VQI databases for research projects and look forward to increasing my knowledge in VQI available data and quality improvement processes and to combine that with my epidemiology and biostatistics knowledge to lead and participate in high quality projects under the mentorship of Dr. Schermerhorn and the vascular surgery department at our institution.

		Rebekah Bjorklund		University of Texas Health Science Center at Tyler		2		As a general surgery trainee with the goal of becoming a vascular surgeon, this program would allow me to further my knowledge and establish professional connections while exposing me to industry best practices. Coming from a new surgical residency program, with limited research opportunity, it will equip me with the tools I need to further research at our institution and enhance my skills as a trainee. 		Cost and Comparative Effectiveness  ;Outcomes Research;Quality and Process Improvement;		Hemodialysis;Carotid Artery Disease;Amputation;		I hope to address and identify the costs associated with percutaneous arteriovenous fistulas vs open arteriovenous fistulas. Patients undergo many surgery and revisions when they require longer term hemodialysis access. I hope to address and identify these surgical interventions costs to this patient population. I also hope to address limb salvaging procedures versus amputation in a variety of patient populations.  		CAS;		CAS;AV ACCESS;Undecided;AMPUTATION;		No Mentor Identified		n/a		White/Caucasian;				Female

		Christopher Y. Chow		University of Miami		PGY2		I would like to continue conducting quality improvement projects in vascular surgery. The FIT program will provide me engagement in a like minded community where I can get feedback on my work. The monthly meetings have exposed me to new ideas and topics that other researchers in the field of vascular surgery are engaged in.		Outcomes Research;Quality and Process Improvement;Cost and Comparative Effectiveness  ;		Carotid Artery Disease;Aortic;		This cycle, I would like to analyze the effects of aortic and carotid anatomic variants on outcomes of carotid stenting and TCAR		CAS;		CAS;		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Dr. Arash Bornak, same as previous.		Asian/Asian Indian;		Prefer to Self-Describe		Male		Thank you for a rewarding first year.

		Irina Kanzafarova		University of Rochester, Integrated Vascular Surgery Residency program  		2		Since the middle of medical school, I have understood that great doctors not only treat their patients but also contribute their experience and wisdom in global healthcare by doing research and filling gaps in medical knowledge. I truly believe that doing quality improvement research using the VQI database will help me sharpen my research abilities and medical statistics skills, help our institution to find and analyze areas of improvement in patient care, and, ultimately, become a foundation of my future career as a surgeon-scientist. 		Outcomes Research;Quality and Process Improvement;Specific Vascular Disease ;		Carotid Artery Disease;Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;		1. Outcomes of infrainguinal bypass surgery with simultaneous distal outflow endovascular intervention vs standard infrainguinal bypass surgery 2. Contralateral carotid artery occlusion influence on TCAR, CEA, and CAS outcomes 3. Short- and long-term outcomes associated with ERAS protocol vs conventional management in patients undergoing infrainguinal bypass surgery (same for CFEA)		CAS;CEA;PVI;OAAA;INFRA;SUPRA;EVAR;TEVAR;AV ACCESS;AMPUTATION;IVC;VV;VSR;		CAS;CEA;PVI;INFRA;		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Michael C. Stoner, M.D., michael_stoner@URMC.Rochester.edu, University of Rochester, Rochester, NY		White/Caucasian;				Female		- Our institution is in process of implementation of ERAS protocols for patients with infrainguinal bypass surgery or CFEA - we are interested in comparing the outcomes of ERAS vs standard non-ERAS pathways in our institution. 
- Next year, as a third-year resident I will have a dedicated research month, which I hope to use productively for VQI research. Additionally, the whole next year schedule is more than compatible for extra-clinical activities. 

 

		Michael Chaney		Western Michigan University 		2		After completion of general surgery training I hope to do a fellowship at an academic minded vascular surgery program. I understand these programs are competitive and require research prior but feel that the FIT program will help me get started using the VQI database. I hope to complete a research project that will improve patient care in the realm of vascular surgery. 		Outcomes Research;Quality and Process Improvement;		Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;		I would like to see if the preoperative femoral and infrapopliteal GLASS scoring is predictive for amputation free survival and wound healing in patients undergoing proximal endovascular intervention only (ie iliac stenting). 		Unknown;		AMPUTATION;PVI;INFRA;		No Mentor Identified		n/a		White/Caucasian;		Prefer to Self-Describe		Male		While I am a general surgery resident I did dual apply to integrated vascular surgery. I have experience with the ACS NSQIP database and have been able to present at MVSS, EVS, VAM, and Veith. 

		Cody Lendon Mullens 		University of Michigan General Surgery Residency Program 		PGY3		I am a general surgery resident at an established academic surgical program but am cut from the cloth of steel mill workers and coal miners. Growing up in rural West Virginia inspired to provide excellent clinical surgical care to my patients but also impact broader rural patient populations through studying access and quality of surgical care for rural patients. The opportunity to participate in the FIT Program would help me grow an established relationship with a vascular surgeon who has significant experience working in rural quality and access to vascular surgical care. Participating in the program will help me build out my research armamentarium to work towards my personal academic mission. 		Quality and Process Improvement;Health Equity;Outcomes Research;		Aortic;Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;Amputation;		Understanding the current state of differences in access to and quality of surgical care for rural vs. non-rural patient populations with aortic aneurysms and PAD. I am also interested in improving screening for aortic aneurysms, particularly for rural patient populations who have unique challenges in obtaining screening-level care.		Unknown;		Undecided;		Identified Mentor at Different Location		Samantha Minc, Samantha.Minc@wvumedicine.org, West Virginia University 		White/Caucasian;		Prefer to Self-Describe		Male		Dr. Minc and I have already discussed the potential for being paired together as mentor/mentee in the FIT Program, and we are both highly enthusiastic at the opportunity to work together through this form of programming. Additionally, while we are not at the same institution, during the time I would be a Fellow in the Program, it would be during my dedicated two years of research time at Michigan, which would lend well to ensuring there is ample time to work together on research work and building our mentor/mentee relationship. 

		Lara Lopes		Northwestern University - Vascular Surgery Integrated		PGY-3		My goal is to be a successful an academic vascular surgeon dedicated to Peripheral Arterial Disease (PAD) patients. The VQI-FIT is a unique opportunity to learn about how to identify and implement best practices in patient care, refine my leadership skills and connect with other quality advocates in vascular surgery. During my participation in the program, I plan to investigate the correlation between social determinants of care—specifically, nutrition and geographic location—and PAD surgery outcomes. Ultimately, I aim to catalyze my career by contributing to the Vascular community with new strategies that promote better outcomes for PAD surgery.		Quality and Process Improvement;Outcomes Research;		Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;		We seek to examine the correlation between living in areas of limited food access and/or low-income geographic areas and outcomes following revascularization for peripheral arterial disease.		SUPRA;INFRA;OAAA;PVI;CEA;CAS;AMPUTATION;TEVAR;EVAR;VUR;VSR;		PVI;INFRA;SUPRA;		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Ashley Vavra; ashley.vavra@nm.org; Northwestern University; Chicago		Hispanic, Latinx, or Spanish;		Hispanic/Latino		Female

		Lindsey A. Olivere		University of Pittsburgh Medical Center (UPMC)		PGY3		I plan to work as a vascular surgeon-scientist focused on delivery of high-quality limb salvage care. I am pursuing a masters degree in Implementation Science to better understand how healthcare system policies, provider level decision-making, and patient understanding affect PAD care. I want to leverage VQI data in concert with my developing expertise in implementation of evidence-based care to better understand patient outcomes at both an institutional and national level. Critically, I hope the fellowship will help me learn to appropriately conduct Quality Improvement projects to further my career goals of improving and leading multidisciplinary, patient-centered limb salvage care.		Specific Vascular Disease ;Quality and Process Improvement;Health Equity;		Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;Amputation;		Recent studies of ERAS-based amputation pathways show decreased LOS and improved outcomes like faster time to ambulation. Institutional data demonstrate high rates of amputation among CLTI patients undergoing both PVI and infrainguinal bypass. I plan to implement an institutional QI project establishing a post-amputation care pathway to centralize and improve care delivery to amputees. 		CAS;CEA;EVAR;TEVAR;INFRA;SUPRA;PVI;OAAA;AV ACCESS;IVC;VSR;		PVI;INFRA;SUPRA;		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Michael Madigan MD, madiganmc@upmc.edu, University of Pittsburgh Medical Center		White/Caucasian;		Prefer to Self-Describe		Female		I will be co-mentored by my UPMC site mentor, Dr. Michael Madigan, as well as Dr. Samantha Minc  (West Virginia University; Virginias Vascular Study Group) who has expertise in both VQI and quality improvement, specifically as it relates to high value care delivery to PAD patients and amputees.

		Lorela Weise		Loyola University Medical Center, Integrated Vascular Surgery Residency		PGY3		My career goals is for an academic appointment as a vascular surgeon in program that practices the full spectrum of vascular surgery and utilizes multidisciplinary teams to carry out there management of complex and challenging disease processes. I hope to specialize in reconstruction and interventions of supra-aortic and visceral branches of aorta, and thoracic and abdominal aorta.

Quality Fellowship in Training Program would provide me with the familiarity with the registry and data available required to develop quality questions, and methods to answer them. 		Specific Vascular Disease ;Outcomes Research;Health Equity;		Carotid Artery Disease;Aortic;Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;		I hope to look at the TEVAR-Complex aortic dataset to determine the efficacy of petticoat placement, and its association with 30 day mortality.		CAS;CEA;TEVAR;OAAA;EVAR;		Undecided;OAAA;TEVAR;SUPRA;EVAR;CAS;CEA;VV;		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Matthew Blecha, Matthew.Blecha@lumc.edu, Loyola University Medical Center		White/Caucasian;		Prefer to Self-Describe		Female		None

		Menna Hegazi 		University of California, Irvine		3		My goal is to work at an academic institution and serve underserved populations, both domestically and internationally. I believe it’s vital to constantly assess our outcomes in order to improve, grow and change practice when appropriate. Data has emerged regarding health inequity in underserved populations, and it’s an area I am passionate about pursuing. I hope that by participating in the Quality FIT Program, I will be able to learn from colleagues around the country and grow the tools I need to be able to identify areas of improvement and create multidisciplinary task forces to solve those issues.		Health Equity;Quality and Process Improvement;Outcomes Research;		Carotid Artery Disease;Hemodialysis;Aortic;		My research would focus on evaluating the presence and clinical significance of social, racial, economic, and insurance disparities in dialysis access. Specifically, I would evaluate rates of graft vs fistula construction, lead time to first intervention, number of interventions performed, and patency rates of dialysis access in different populations. 		PVI;INFRA;AV ACCESS;CAS;CEA;EVAR;TEVAR;		CAS;CEA;PVI;INFRA;AV ACCESS;TEVAR;EVAR;		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Nii-Kabu Kabutey, nkabutey@hs.uci.edu, University of California, Irvine		Middle Eastern or North African;				Female		I will be participating in a research year for 2024-2025 at University of California, Irvine, and I believe that this fellowship would be a great opportunity to enrich my academic pursuits during this year.
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		Trainee Name		Email		Name		Email		Center		Region

		Vinay Bhushan Lakki		Lakki, Vinay Bhushan Reddy <VinayBhushanReddyLakki@creighton.edu>		Abhishek Singh		abhishek.singh514@commonspirit.org		Creighton University Med Center		MID-AMERICA VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Lara Lopes		laraminchillo@gmail.com		Ashley Vavra		Vavra, Ashley <Ashley.Vavra@nm.org>		Northwestern Memorial Hospital 		MID-AMERICA VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Gabrielle Rieth		Gabrielle Rieth <gabrielle.rieth@gmail.com>		Matthew Corrierre		mcorrier@med.umich.edu		Wexner		MICHIGAN VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Karan Chawla		Karan Chawla <Karan.Chawla001@luhs.org>		 Matthew Blecha		Matthew Blecha <Matthew.Blecha@lumc.edu>		Integrated Vascular Surgery Loyola Medical Center		MID-AMERICA VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Falen Demsas		fdemsas@mgh.harvard.edu		Nikoalas Zacharias		nzacharias@mgh.harvard.edu		Massachusetts General Hospital		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF NEW ENGLAND

		Angela Danielle Sickels		adsickels@uabmc.edu		Adam Beck		awbeck@uabmc.edu		University Of Alabama Medical Center		SOUTHEASTERN VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Isaac Naazie		isaacnaa@buffalo.edu		Linda Harris		lmharris@buffalo.edu		Buffalo General Medical Center		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF GREATER NEW YORK

		Christopher Chow		chris.yu.chow@gmail.com						University of Miami

		Justin Jay Bader		Bader, Justin <jay.bader@yale.edu>		Cassius Chaar, MD		cassius.chaar@yale.edu		Yale New Haven Hospital		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF NEW ENGLAND

		Guillermo Polanco Serra		Polanco Serra, Guillermo <gpolanc1@hfhs.org>				krountr1@hfhs.org		Henry Ford Health		MICHIGAN VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Camila Guetter		Guetter, Camila R  (BIDMC - Surgery) <cguetter@bidmc.harvard.edu>		Marc L. Schermerhorn		mscherme@bidmc.harvard.edu		Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF NEW ENGLAND

		Brandon Gaston		Gaston, Brandon T.,MD <BGASTON@MGH.HARVARD.EDU>		Nikoalas Zacharias		nzacharias@mgh.harvard.edu		Massachusetts General Hospital - Integrated Training Program		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF NEW ENGLAND

		Guaurang Joshi		gaurangjoshi@gmail.com		Marc Schermerhorn		mcsherm@bidmc.harvard.edu		Thomas Jefferson University		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF NEW ENGLAND

		Lisa Vi		Lisa Vi <lisa.vi@mail.utoronto.ca>		Dr. Miranda Witheford 		miranda.witheford@uhn.ca		University Health Network, Toronto, ON		CANADIAN VASCULAR QUALITY INITIATIVE

		Chinmayee Potti		Potti, Chinmayee <Chinmayee.Potti@osumc.edu>		Dr. Mounir Haurani		mounir.haurani@osumc.edu		The Ohio State University		GREAT LAKES VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Irina Kanzafarova		Irina_Kanzafarova@URMC.Rochester.edu		Michael Stoner		michael_stoner@URMC.Rochester.edu		University of Rochester, Rochester, NY		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF GREATER NEW YORK

		Ioannis Tsouknidas		tsouknidasioannis@gmail.com		Main Line Health's subsidiary, Main Line Hospitals, Inc. - Lankenau Medical Center				Lankenau Medical Center, Wynnewood, PA

		Michael Chaney		michael.chaney@wmed.edu		University of Michigan				Western Michigan University 

		Menna Hegazi 		mennatallahegazi@outlook.com		Nii-Kabu Kabutey, nkabutey@hs.uci.edu, University of California, Irvine		Nii-Kabu Kabutey, nkabutey@hs.uci.edu				SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA VASCULAR OUTCOMES IMPROVEMENT COLLABORATIVE (VOICE)

		Lindsey A. Olivere		oliverel@upmc.edu		Michael Madigan		madiganmc@upmc.edu		UPP Vascular Surgery		GREAT LAKES VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Lorela Weise		lorela.weise@luhs.org		Matthew Blecha		Matthew Blecha <Matthew.Blecha@lumc.edu>		Loyola University Medical Center, Integrated Vascular Surgery Residency		MID-AMERICA VASCULAR STUDY GROUP



mailto:gaurangjoshi@gmail.commailto:mcsherm@bidmc.harvard.edu
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		FIT Fellow		FIT Mentor		Center		Region

		Lisa Vi		Dr. Miranda Witheford 		University Health Network, Toronto, ON		CANADIAN VASCULAR QUALITY INITIATIVE

		Chinmayee Potti		Dr. Mounir Haurani		The Ohio State University		GREAT LAKES VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Lindsey A. Olivere		Michael Madigan		UPP Vascular Surgery		GREAT LAKES VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Gabrielle Rieth		Matthew Corrierre		Wexner		MICHIGAN VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Guillermo Polanco Serra		Pending Match		Henry Ford Health		MICHIGAN VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Michael Chaney		Pending Match		Western Michigan University 		MICHIGAN VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Vinay Bhushan Lakki		Abhishek Singh		Creighton University Med Center		MID-AMERICA VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Lara Lopes		Ashley Vavra		Northwestern Memorial Hospital 		MID-AMERICA VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Karan Chawla		 Matthew Blecha		Integrated Vascular Surgery Loyola Medical Center		MID-AMERICA VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Lorela Weise		Matthew Blecha		Loyola University Medical Center, Integrated Vascular Surgery Residency		MID-AMERICA VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Ioannis Tsouknidas		Pending Match		Lankenau Medical Center		MID-ATLANTIC VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Angela Danielle Sickels		Adam Beck		University Of Alabama Medical Center		SOUTHEASTERN VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Menna Hegazi 		Nii-Kabu Kabutey		University of California, Irvine		SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA VASCULAR OUTCOMES IMPROVEMENT COLLABORATIVE (VOICE)

		Isaac Naazie		Linda Harris		Buffalo General Medical Center		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF GREATER NEW YORK

		Irina Kanzafarova		Michael Stoner		University of Rochester, Rochester, NY		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF GREATER NEW YORK

		Falen Demsas		Nikoalas Zacharias		Massachusetts General Hospital		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF NEW ENGLAND

		Justin Jay Bader		Cassius Chaar, MD		Yale New Haven Hospital		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF NEW ENGLAND

		Camila Guetter		Marc L. Schermerhorn		Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF NEW ENGLAND

		Brandon Gaston		Nikoalas Zacharias		Massachusetts General Hospital - Integrated Training Program		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF NEW ENGLAND

		Guaurang Joshi		Marc Schermerhorn		Thomas Jefferson University		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF NEW ENGLAND
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		FIT Mentor		FIT Fellow		Center

		Dr. Miranda Witheford 		Lisa Vi		University Health Network, Toronto, ON

		Dr. Matthew Corrierre		Chinmayee Potti		The Ohio State University

		Dr. Michael Madigan		Lindsey A. Olivere		UPP Vascular Surgery

		Dr. Matthew Corrierre		Gabrielle Rieth		The Ohio State University

		Dr. Pouya Entezami		Guillermo Polanco Serra		Henry Ford Health				penteza1@hfhs.org

		Dr. Jason Ryan		Michael Chaney		Western Michigan University 				Jason.Ryan@ascension.org

		Dr. Abhishek Singh		Vinay Bhushan Lakki		Creighton University Med Center

		Dr. Ashley Vavra		Lara Lopes		Northwestern Memorial Hospital 

		Dr.  Matthew Blecha		Karan Chawla		Integrated Vascular Surgery Loyola Medical Center

		Dr. Matthew Blecha		Lorela Weise		Loyola University Medical Center, Integrated Vascular Surgery Residency

		Dr. Robert Meisner		Ioannis Tsouknidas		Lankenau Medical Center				Meisner, Robert, MD <MeisnerR@MLHS.ORG>

		Dr. Adam Beck		Angela Danielle Sickels		University Of Alabama Medical Center

		Dr. Nii-Kabu Kabutey		Menna Hegazi 		University of California, Irvine

		Dr. Linda Harris		Isaac Naazie		Buffalo General Medical Center

		Dr. Michael Stoner		Irina Kanzafarova		University of Rochester, Rochester, NY

		Dr. Nikolaos Zacharias		Falen Demsas		Massachusetts General Hospital

		Dr. Cassius Chaar		Justin Jay Bader		Yale New Haven Hospital

		Dr. Marc  Schermerhorn		Camila Guetter		Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center

		Dr. Nikolaos Zacharias		Brandon Gaston		Massachusetts General Hospital - Integrated Training Program

		Dr. Marc Schermerhorn		Guaurang Joshi		Thomas Jefferson University







2nd Year FIT Scholars 

FIT Fellow FIT Mentor Center Project
Saranya Sundaram

Dr. Thomas Brothers Medical University of South Carolina Quality

Mikayla 
Lowenkamp Dr. Michael Madigan

Co Mentor: Dr. Mohammad Eslami
University of Pittsburgh Medical Center Quality

Mitri Khoury Dr.  Nikolaos Zacharias Massachusetts General Hospital Research
Christopher Chow

Dr. Arash Bornak University of Miami Research

Amanda Filiberto Dr. Adam Beck  University of Alabama at Birmingham Research



FIT Mentors and Scholars 

L-R Dr. Lemmon (Co-Chair FIT Program), Dr. Madigan (FIT Mentor), Dr. Dakour (FIT Scholar), Dr. Johnson (Chair FIT 
Program), Dr. Filiberto (FIT Scholar), Dr. Chow (FIT Scholar), Dr. Khoury (FIT Scholar), Dr. Jack Cronenwett, Betsy Wymer 
(Director of Quality), Dr. Zacharias (FIT Mentor), Dr. Mureebe (FIT Mentor), Dr. Li (FIT Scholar)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Up to five students per calendar year are eligible to receive a Jack L. Cronenwett, M.D. Scholarship Award. Not all of the Jack L. Cronenwett, M.D. Scholarship Award recipients are shown above. For a complete list or for any questions, please contact Betsy Wymer; bwymer@svspso.org .



Committee Updates



AQC Update

• Committee actively reviewing and providing 
comment on the Open Aorta Registry 
revision

• Approval of PTAB/DVA PVI Revision

• Addition of new select option for race and 
ethnicity will be added – “Not specified”

• Working with registry committees to provided 
refreshed reporting measures

• Assisting with harmonization of variables 
• When discrepancies between MD dictation and 

reports, formal decision to default to MD 
dictation

Vacant

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Arterial quality council meets every other month. Recently the committee has been actively involved in the review and open comment period of the Open Aortic Registry. The committee additionally decided to do an across all registries revision to add a select option of “not specified” for both the race and ethnicity variables. The committee is actively involved in the continued efforts for harmonization across registries. Recently the group decided that is there is a discrepancy (for example) between the physician’s dictation and an outside report to always default to the physician dictation.



VQC Update

• Committee meets bi-annually – Next meeting 
VEITH 2024 (hybrid)

• Last meeting June 21, 2024, hybrid meeting at 
VAM

• New VQC Vice Chair – Rabih Chaer, MD

• Review of Regional VQC representative roles 
and responsibilities

• Discussion focused on Venous reporting at 
National level only

• Call for Regional Venous quality projects

Vacant

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
VQC meets twice a year.
Last meeting June 21, 2024.
Newly voted in Vice chair of the Venous Arterial Council is Rabih Chaer, MD from UPMC.
Dr. Passman reviewed the roles and responsibilities of the Regional representatives and reminded the group that there will be annual member evaluations beginning late 2024. This will align with the same process in SVS. 
The group also discussed the possibility of sunsetting the venous regional biannual reports (still maintaining the center reports w/ national benchmarking) and initiating biannual national reporting meetings for the venous registries. 
Call for Regional Venous QI projects. 



• Please review the SVS PSO Data Use 
Agreement for restrictions and conditions

• The Product Identification Policy, may 
affect your dataset request as there are 
stringent restrictions on the use of product 
data in VQI protocols.

Arterial RAC Update

Richard Schutzer, MD

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Please familiarize yourself with the RAC SVS PSO Data Use Agreement as well as the Product Identification Policy which can be located on VQI.org. Because the VQI is a PSO, there are stringent restrictions on the use of product data in VQI protocols.
Next all for proposals is………



https://www.vqi.org/wp-content/uploads/RAC-Data-Use-Agreement.pdf
https://www.vqi.org/wp-content/uploads/RAC-Data-Use-Agreement.pdf
https://www.vqi.org/wp-content/uploads/VQI-Device-Identification-Policy_final-1.pdf


Arterial RAC Update • Please submit a completed NIH bio 
sketch with your RAC submission

• Make sure the proposed tables and 
figures reflect your aims and 
objectives

• Your Regional RAC chair is happy to 
offer assistance or review if 
requested

Richard Schutzer, MD



.

Arterial RAC Update

Richard Schutzer, MD

To receive a blinded data set, you must have an 
active pathways account at a center that belongs 
to the requested registry.



As access to VQI data is a valuable benefit 
to participation in a registry.  
Nicholas Osbourne – Chair

Must be a member of the registry of interest 
or work with a member that is enrolled in 
the registry to get a blinded data set

2025 Venous RAC submission schedule will 
be posted in the coming weeks.

Venous RAC Update

Vacant

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Reminder that a center must be enrolled in the registry of interest for a blinded data set to be shared with the requesting center. If your center is not part of the interested registry, you may partner with another colleague this is enrolled in the registry.
Identified elements in blinded data set are deidentified. 
Next all for proposals is………



• Continuing brainstorming efforts to 
increase biannual regional meeting 
attendance

• Live only vs hybrid vs Fully Remote
• Discussion will continue along with 

monitoring of attendance in relation to 
meeting venue

• Committee evaluation process
• Align with SVS
• Late Fall annually

• LEAF Update – Phil Goodney

Governing Council 
Update

Michael Stoner, MD



• Continuing brainstorming efforts to 
increase biannual regional meeting 
attendance

• Live only vs hybrid vs Fully Remote
• Discussion will continue along with 

monitoring of attendance in relation to 
meeting venue

• Committee evaluation process
• Align with SVS
• Late Fall annually

• LEAF Update – Phil Goodney

Governing Council 
Update

(MD Name)



© Fivos | Proprietary and Confidential

Did you know…?

PATHWAYS offers enhanced 
security for your account by enabling Two-Factor 
Authentication.  Check out our video tutorial and 
guide to help you get started!

Enhance Your Security
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Explore the many Guides available on Pathways

Click on Support > Resources > Documents

● LTFU Completion Rate by Procedure 
● LTFU Reporting - Best Practice  
● Incomplete Records Report                                                  
● 30-Day Follow-up
● Hospital Manager Guide
● 2-Factor Authentication
● Registry Clone Procedure
● Named Physician Report Authorization
● Missing Aortic Diameter Report
● IVC Filter Retrieval Report
● Audit & Supplemental Data Query

Let Us Be Your Guide



© Fivos | Proprietary and Confidential76

Optimize your user experience–check often for updates.

We use multiple communication methods to reach you where you are 
most, with our messaging capability most recently introduced.

We suggest making a new habit to check and read messages regularly.  
This workflow will keep you up-to-date on all important notifications.  

Be in the Know
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Important Notifications - When & Where to Check

Within PATHWAYS
Important dates

Bubble Notifications
Get the word on downtimes, 

meeting dates, webinar invites, 
holidays and other important 
dates to put on your calendar.

Within PATHWAYS
Things you need to know

Messaging
Learn when to look at release 

notes, code updates, and projects–
with targeted messages to 

Centers, Physicians, and Hospital 
Managers also here. 

Outside of PATHWAYS
Important messages

Email
Receive release notes, webinar 

invites, and other registry-
related documents to the 

Hospital Manager’s inbox and 
share with others at your center. 



© Fivos | Proprietary and Confidential

With the recent release of the Named Physician Report and 
permissioning, access to physician-specific reporting is now available.

Get started! Lead Hospital Managers have access to a new tool in 
Admin that facilitates the collection of physician authorization to 
easily provide physician reporting views to others at your center.   

Named Physician Reports
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Named Physician Report

Only Lead HMs have 
access to the Named 
Physician Report and 
the Physician Reporting 
View permission. 

Lead HMs should begin 
requesting permission 
from the physicians at 
their centers using the 
Named Physician 
Report Tool in 
PATHWAYS.

Once permission to 
access their identified 
reports is granted by 
the physician, the Lead 
HM can enable the 
Physician Reporting 
View and Physician 
Snapshot permission to 
any user role.

1 2 3
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Active Industry Operations Projects

Endologix AFX2 LEAF Project

Project Description:

Registry: 

Reimbursement:

Project Contact 
Information: 

To evaluate the late outcomes of the Endologix 
AFX2 device, with a specific focus on Type III 
endoleak. A retrospective patient worklist is 
provided to sites to complete a LTFU visit at the 
time of reintervention or for the patient’s 5-year 
follow-up visit. 

VQI - EVAR

$600 for LTFU form + $200 for imaging

pathwaysleafproject@fivoshealth.com

Endologix DETOUR Project

Project Description:

Registry:

Reimbursement: 

Project Contact 
Information:

To evaluate the safety and effectiveness of the 
Endologix DETOUR System when used in real world 
practice for performing percutaneous transmural 
arterial bypass (PTAB) with a 5-year follow up period. 

VQI - PVI

Procedure: $400
30 Day & 1 Year: $450
2-3 Years: $550
4-5 Year (telephone visits): $200

pathwaysdetourproject@fivoshealth.com



Spring 2025 Report Reminder

Spring 2025 Report Cut Date = February 1, 2025 for 
procedure dates of January 1, 2024 – December 31, 2024

Submit by 1/31/2025 
 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Please note: Pathways uses Coordinated Universal Time (UTC) for their "Date Created" timestamps for these reports. Actual cut date time is 2:00 AM ET 2/1/2025



List title

Spring 2025  
Regional 
Meeting

June 5, 2025
5:00 PM – 7:00 PM CT

VQI@VAM
Morial Convention Center
New Orleans, LA



CE/CME Credit

• Scan QR code or click on link to complete 
attendance attestation & evaluation

• Seven (7) calendar days (including meeting day) 
to complete & submit above documents

• No reminders; nothing granted retroactively

• Record of meeting attendance is required 

• Must have active PATHWAYS account

• Approximately two weeks after meeting,                                                               
DMU will send physician and non-physician 
attendees instructions on how to access credit 
certificate 

Provided by Des Moines University (DMU)

Greater New York - November 21, 2024

https://dmu.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3sBn5kZKV2czEpg


CE/CME Credit – ABS Transfer 
(Physicians only)

• DMU will submit credit to the American Board of Surgery (ABS) 
for the surgeons

• Following fields must be provided on attestation/evaluation 
only if credit is to be transferred to ABS
• First and last name as it appears in your ABS record
• Date of birth – month and day

• Wait eight (8) weeks from activity date prior to reviewing 
transcript

Questions? Contact cme@dmu.edu



• Thank you to our members for 
your continued participation 
and support of VQI



• Thank you to COOK and GORE for 
your contributions and making these 
meetings possible

• Thank you to Des Moines University 
for providing CE/CME credit for 
today’s meeting



Thank You
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