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Overview

• Fellowship in Training (FIT)
• Inception & Development
• Roadmap
• General Overview

• FIT Generations
• JC Scholarship

• Scholars
• Projects
• Future Integration

• Evaluation & Satisfaction Surveys
• Next FIT Generation

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is what we will cover in this brief overview of the SVS VQI PSO Fellowship in Training Program



FIT Inception, 
Development 
& Overview

• VQI inception 2011
• 1,015 centers
• 1,280,151 procedures
• 14 vascular registries
• Foundation of quality
• Promote vascular quality research
• Supports efforts to reduce costs and 

resource utilization
• The future of vascular care begins with 

fellows, residents, and trainees

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Since its inception in 2011, the SVS VQI has raised the bar for vascular care, quality improvement and patient outcomes. Today the Initiative includes participating medical centers, with more than 1000 hospitals and ambulatory facilities contributing data on greater than 1,000,000 procedures on patients with vascular disease. More than 6,000 physicians have participated in the VQI’s 14 different vascular registries.
 
            In addition to improving quality within hospitals and outpatient facilities, the VQI supports efforts to reduce costs and resource utilization as well as                promoting vascular quality research. The future of vascular begins with fellows, residents, and trainees thus the FIT Program was developed. 




FIT Program

• Flagship program focused on quality processes and data 
utilization

• PSO directed 12-18-month program
• Individuals completing residency/fellowship in vascular disease-

focused specialty
• General surgery
• Vascular surgery
• Cardiology
• Radiology
• Vascular medicine

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This flagship program focuses on quality processes and data utilization.  The defined parameters are consistent with ACGME Milestone-graduated measures.
All residency programs must provide education on quality and patient safety – this provides vehicle to do this.  It is a PSO directed 12-18 month program.  Individuals completing residency/fellowship in vascular disease-focused specialty areas such as GS, VS, Cardiology, Radiology, and Vascular medicine are welcome to apply. 



FIT Program

• Collaboration
• APDVS
• ACC
• SVM
• SCAI

• Scholarship eligibility
• In honor of Dr. Jack Cronenwett

• Professor of Surgery at Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center
• Professor of Dartmouth Center for Healthcare Policy and 

Clinical Research
• Chief Medical Officer for FIVOS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The VQI mentorship is in collaboration with the Association of Program Directors in Vascular Surgery (APDVS), American College of Cardiology (ACC), Society for Vascular Medicine (SVM), and the Society for Cardiovascular Angiography and Interventions (SCAI). 
 
Following completion of the program, up to five trainees per calendar year will be eligible to share in a portion of a $50,000 educational scholarship fund to support participation in PSO-approved activities.
 
The scholarships honor Dr. Cronenwett’s contributions to improving and advancing vascular care. He is a professor of surgery at the Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center, professor of the Dartmouth Center for Health Care Policy and Clinical Research and Chief Medical Officer for Fivos, VQI’s data management partner.




FIT Committee

• FIT Committee – Diverse group of members

• APDVS
• SVS PSO Governing Council
• SCAI
• SVM
• VQI DEI
• 0-5 Resident Representative
• PSO Staff 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The FIT Committee is comprised of diverse leaders with various knowledge and expertise skill levels.  They represent several associations, societies as well as SVS VQI committees. I want to point out the 0-5 resident representative as this is an example of who would apply to the FIT Program.  We thought that this was an important committee member representation.



FIT Mentor

GC approval of Mentors meeting one or more criteria:
• VQI Member active in presentation or publication experience with 

activity in
a) Clinical research
b) Outcomes research
c) Cost and comparative effectiveness
d) Health equity
e) Quality and process improvement
f) Statistical support

• Primary Mentor
• *Secondary/Remote Mentor (*see notes)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A FIT Mentor must meet one or more of the criteria: be a VQI Member active in presentation or publication experience with activity in

Clinical research
Outcomes research
Cost and comparative effectiveness
Health equity
Quality and process improvement
Statistical support

They can be a primary mentor and/or a secondary mentor.  We have the roles and responsibilities of each readily available to share.

*A remote mentor’s role might be limited due to data sharing rules.   A remote mentor would be better suited to a research project that uses fully identified data, as opposed to a quality project, which would require using hospital-specific data.





FIT Mentor

• Local collaboration preferred *remote assistance accepted
• *see note section for remote mentor role

• Allows familiarity with QI team including data manager
• Mentor agrees to minimum quarterly meetings
• Mentor will:

a. Encourage FIT participation in Regional Meetings
b. Review and approve project design and plan
c. Review and facilitate  RAC proposal
d. Interpretation of project results
e. Review and approve any abstract, presentation or 

publication

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
*A remote mentor’s role might be limited due to data sharing rules.   A remote mentor would be better suited to a research project that uses fully identified data, as opposed to a quality project, which would require using hospital-specific data.




FIT Candidates

Any year resident/fellow in following specialties with vascular interest:
• General Surgery
• Vascular Surgery- 0-5, 0-7 (research), 5+2
• Vascular Medicine
• Cardiology- General (4-6), Interventional (7-8)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This program is not currently offered to medical students



FIT Roadmap

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is the FIT Program Roadmap – let’s walk through it together



FIT Learning Objectives

• Tier 1 and Tier 2
• Defined parameters consistent with ACGME Milestone-graduated 

measures
• Goals based on levels of Systems Based Practice for Quality 

Improvement and Patient Safety
• Standardized ‘Certificate’ of participation for FIT Program
• Establish timeline for FIT participation and performance
• Scholarship eligible products for Tier 2 advancement



FIT Program – ACGME Vascular Surgery Milestone 
2.0

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We have taken the ACGMC Milestone QI Checklist and added the VQI spin on each level – you can see how we spelled it out at each level



FIT Program – ACGME Vascular Surgery Milestone 
2.0

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Again here, on the Patient Safety Checklist, we incorporated VQI tasks like the QI ACGME milestones



FIT Program Requirements

• FIT Work product
• Regular meeting times mentors/fellows
• Quarterly zoom calls
• Attend Regional Meetings (Spring and Fall)
• Self-evaluation (1) 
• Mentor/Fellow evaluation (1) 
• Maintain regular communication with SVS PSO Director of Quality
• Other Assignments as requested

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The FIT Program Requirements include but not limited to (read slide)



FIT Program Options

• Highly encouraged
• VSGNE/NESVS Educational offerings
• Monthly Zoom networking calls
• VQI@VAM annual meeting
• Routinely review www.vqi.org for FIT Program updates
• Attend VQI Webinars (QI and Pathways)
• Additional offerings as provided

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
FIT Program option but highly encouraged include the following.  Please note that the majority of our FIT Fellows attend/perform these routinely

http://www.vqi.org/


First Class
FIT Generation 
2022-2023



Jack 
Cronenwett 
Scholarship

12 out of 16 FIT Trainees applied JC 
Scholarship

2 Trainees submitted more than 
one application

17 total applications were scored

10 FIT Committee Members scored 
applications

2 Types of Scorecards: Quality 
Improvement and Research 



First Class Jack Cronenwett Scholars



JC Scholar Projects

• Caronae Howell/Benjamin Brooks – Outreach and LTFU for underserved CLTI 
patients, Native American, migrant health 

• Hanaa Dakour Aridi/Michael Murphy – Mentoring fellow colleagues on VQI; 
educational tutorial on how to understand dictionary, variables, LTFU, etc. 

• Ben Li/Graham Roche Nagle – Artificial Intelligence machine learning with VQI; 
calculate importance measures in each registry by identifying most impactful data 
points

• Brianna Krafcik/Phil Goodney – Comparing CEA v TCAR patient outcomes; Silkroad 
interested, Shared decision making to be implemented; outcomes for 30 day and 
LTFU (9-21 months post procedure)

• Christine Kariya/Danny Bertges- PROs (Patient reported outcomes) into the EMR and 
VQI registries.  She has been instrumental in the PAD PRO pilot.



JC Scholar Projects

• Group JC Scholar Project
• Understanding VQI among Trainees, Residents, Fellows
• APDVS platform
• PSO to review survey questions
• Considerations

• Gift card for completing survey
• Demonstrate value of survey
• How will data be used
• Who will take survey



JC Scholar SVS VQI Integration

• Administrative  - Select top 4
• Attend mtgs AQC, VQC, Councils, Clinical 
• Ancillary mtgs at VQI@VAM

• Corporate v Committee
• Regional mtgs (prep calls too) and presentation (active role)
• Review panels for abstracts for VQI@VAM
• Participation in RAC reviews
• 1:1 mentoring v tag along (Jens/Gary/Leila)
• Attend/Participate QI Webinars guest speaker
• Attend/Participate Caroline/Melissa’s webinars

• Funding
• Strategic Board mtg (Thurs-Sat)
• Transportation for VQI@VAM and Chicago

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In Tier 2, the JC Scholars are integrated into the PSO VQI Platform.  We encourage them at the administrative, funding, statistician, and crosstraining levels.  Let’s discuss a few of those options over the next two slides



JC Scholar SVS VQI Integration

• Statistician
• Continue Research or QI
• 50% or more and need additional assistance

• Funding for this specifically 
• Kristopher, Kaity, or Jeff v Outside Help

• 1:1 mentoring (Jim)
• Crosstrain

• Different center location 
• Continue research with advanced mentor based on availability and coordination 

*Will need PSO workforce training



JC Scholar SVS VQI Integration

• This group is instrumental with PSO Integration through 
• PSO Clinical Weekly Calls
• PSO Analytics Team Involvement
• AQC Committee
• FIT Committee
• PVI Committee
• Carotid Committee
• RAC
• VQI@VAM Annual Review

• Quality Posters
• Rapid Fire Podium Presentations



JC Scholar SVS VQI Integration Selection

• PSO workforce training
• PSO Clinical Committee
• Carotid Registry Committee
• Lower Extremity Bypass Registry Committee
• RAC Proposal Reviews
• VQI@VAM Abstract Proposal Reviews

• QI
• Rapid Fire

• Arterial Quality Council Committee
• Analytic Committee
• Regional Meeting Involvement
• 1:1 Mentoring

*All in conjunction with their continuation of FIT Program work product

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Our current 5 JC Scholars selected and are integrated into our committee structure* with the following (read slide)

*In addition, we, as the FIT Program, have been requested to submit an article for JVS on the FIT Program which was published and available



FIT Program 
Evaluations & 
Satisfaction 
Surveys

• FIT Mentors and FIT Fellows
•  Midterm and Final

• Satisfaction Survey
• Evaluation

• Based on ACGME Milestone
• FIT Mentors evaluate FIT Fellow
• FIT Fellow self evaluate

• FIT Committee reviews feedback
• Takes action as appropriate

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As shared, we evaluate our FIT Program to learn and grow



FIT Mentor Satisfaction Survey



FIT Fellow Satisfaction Survey



Second Class 
FIT Generation 
2023-2024



Jack 
Cronenwett 
Scholarship

9 out of 11 FIT Trainees Second 
Class applied JC Scholarship

10 total applications were 
scored*

12 FIT Committee Members 
scored applications

2 Types of Scorecards: Quality 
Improvement and Research 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
*1 FIT Fellow from the First Class applied as she continued into the program for the second year



Second Class Jack Cronenwett Scholars

FIT Fellow FIT Mentor Center
Saranya Sundaram

Dr. Thomas Brothers Medical University of South Carolina

Mikayla 
Lowenkamp Dr. Michael Madigan

Co Mentor: Dr. Mohammad Eslami
University of Pittsburgh Medical Center

Mitri Khoury Dr.  Nikolaos Zacharias Massachusetts General Hospital
Christopher Chow

Dr. Arash Bornak University of Miami

Amanda Filiberto Dr. Adam Beck  University of Alabama at Birmingham


JC Candidates

		FIT Trainee Name, Email, PGY, Center, and FIT Mentor		Please select the option that best describes your FIT Trainee Project
		If this is part of a RAC Project, please complete the following: Identify the RAC Proposal Number and the RAC Project Title				Personal Statement: In 250 words or less, summarize your FIT Trainee Project to include but not limited to purpose, approach, findings, and attach supporting documentation. Also include how the FI...		Area(s) of Activity: Please select the area of activity that best describes your FIT Project		Which VQI registry(s) was utilized for your FIT Trainee Project?		Requested deliverables: Please email any supporting documentation for FIT Trainee Project to bwymer@svspso.org. 


		Mitri Khoury, mitri.khoury@gmail.com, PGY-9, Massachusetts General Hospital, Nikolaos Zacharias		Research		4973, Endovascular versus open repair in those deemed unfit for open repair		100%		Endovascular aortic repair (EVAR) was originally designed as a treatment modality for patients with abdominal aortic aneurysms (AAAs) deemed unfit for open repair. However, the definition of “unfit for open repair” is largely subjective and heterogenous. The purpose of this study was to compare patients deemed unfit for open repair who underwent EVAR to a propensity-matched cohort who underwent open repair for infrarenal AAAs. The Vascular Quality Initiative (VQI) of the Society for Vascular Surgery (SVS) was queried for patients who underwent EVAR and open infrarenal AAA repair from 2003-2022. Patients that underwent EVAR were included if they were deemed unfit for open repair by the operating surgeon. EVAR patients deemed unfit because of a hostile abdomen were excluded. Patients in both the open and EVAR datasets were excluded if their repair was deemed non-elective or if they had prior aortic surgery. EVAR patients were matched to a cohort of open patients. The primary outcome for this study was one-year mortality. Secondary outcomes included 30-day mortality, major adverse cardiac events (MACE), pulmonary complications, re-interventions, and 5-year survival. Patients undergoing EVAR for AAAs who were deemed unfit for open repair had better perioperative morbidity and mortality but no differences in 5-year survival starting 1-year post-procedure compared to open patients. The categorization of unfitness for open surgery appears to be largely subjective and re-evaluation of this terminology/concept should be undertaken. This project and associated manuscript will be submitted to the Journal of Vascular Surgery for review.		Outcomes Research;		OAAA;EVAR;		Completed

		Leah Gober, lgober@wisc.edy, PGY-3, University of Wisconsin-Madison, Kyla Bennett		Research		5094, Incidence of infection after lower extremity amputation in patients with prior bypass grafts		100%		Unfortunately, for 8 million Americans with peripheral arterial disease, limb loss after attempted salvage is not a rarity. Our study seeks to understand the factors that complicate the perioperative period in patients undergoing amputation with existing bypasses and to correlate this knowledge with bypass excision at our own institution.  

We performed a retrospective review of patients who underwent major amputation (AKA, TKA, BKA) using the VQI Database (2012 – 2022). We split the cohort into two groups: cases with prior ipsilateral infrainguinal bypasses and cases without prior ipsilateral intervention. The primary outcome was post-operative complication (POC), with subanalyses performed to include surgical site infection (SSI), return to OR, cardiovascular, respiratory and renal complications. In parallel, we performed a retrospective chart review of institutional outcomes in the same patient population. 

There were 3,128 amputation cases with prior bypass and 5,335 cases without prior bypass. POC was higher in the group without prior bypass, however SSI was higher in patients with bypasses. Patient IDs were matched between the amputation and infrainguinal VQI registries for conduit-specific data, however no significant difference in POC was elucidated. Further work from our institutional study will focus intraoperative bypass excision and the resultant outcomes in relation to post-operative complications. 

This project, presented at the Upper Midwest Regional VQI meeting in October 2023 and accepted for presentation at the Association for VA Surgeons in April 2024, has given me a unique opportunity to work with an influential database, while learning to adapt research questions and compare outcomes across institutions. 
		Clinical Research;Outcomes Research;		INFRA ;AMP;		Completed

		Saranya Sundaram
sundaras@musc.edu
PGY-3 Research, Integrated Vascular Surgery
Medical University of South Carolina
Dr. Thomas Brothers (mentor)		Quality		PROJECT:  5360 Identifying Factors Affecting Post-operative Length of Stay in Patients Undergoing Inpatient Carotid Endarterectomy for Symptomatic Carotid Stenosis		75%		My project addresses a deficit in MUSC’s inpatient CEA care that has resulted in a significantly longer length of stay compared to regional and national outcomes. In order to address specific institutional processes, we have analyzed MUSC’s VQI data for the past 10 years and identified several factors that could be addressed through quality improvement measures. After several multidisciplinary meetings and feedback from the vascular surgery department, we have implemented two measures as of January 2024 that target specific aspects of care that could minimize the effect of previously identified risk factors for longer length of stay. We have also obtained national VQI data through an RAC proposal approved by the PSO committee in December 2023, in order to separate regional differences from overall risk factors in CEA hospital length of stay. Our next steps are to use the identified shared risk factors to create a risk stratification method (scoring algorithm) that can identify those at increased risk for prolonged inpatient stay. Ultimately, by reviewing institutional outcomes collected over the next year, we can identify whether our proposed quality improvement measures can reduce length of stay, particularly in those with higher risk of prolonged stay. We plan to submit an abstract to the VQI at VAM 2025 annual meeting to present our findings; in the interim, we have prepared and presented to the VQI fellowship group on our findings thus far (presentation has been emailed as a separate attachment). 		Clinical Research;Outcomes Research;Quality and Process Improvement;Specific Vascular Disease;		CEA;		Completed

		christopher chow
chris.yu.chow@gmail.com
pgy2
university of miami
Arash Bornak		Research		it is a RAC project, the title is cerebral hyperperfusion syndrome after carotid artery stenting		100%		My FIT project this year was analyzing modality of carotid artery stenting (CAS) and its effects on cerebral hyperperfusion syndrome (CHS). we looked at all the cases in the VQI, and we compared if modality of CAS affected incidence of CHS and if severity of CHS was affected by modality of CAS. The two cohorts that we compared were patients receiving CAS via distal embolic protection versus TCAR. our results demonstrated that was more beneficial in terms of lower CHS events and less severity. The results will be shared at the poster competition at VAM. 

My aim for the upcoming year is to continue evaluating outcomes of carotid artery stenting in patients with uncommon conditions such as variant aortic arch anatomy or patients with primary carotid artery dissection.		Clinical Research;Outcomes Research;Specific Vascular Disease;		CAS;		Completed

		Mikayla Lowenkamp, PGY IV
lowenkampmn@upmc.edu
University of Pittsburgh Medical Center
FIT Mentor: Michael Madigan
Co Mentor: Mohammad Eslami		Quality		n/a		50%		Medical optimization in peripheral arterial disease has been understudied and underutilized. Institutional VQI data highlighted areas for improvement. We noted a consistently low aspirin and statin usage in comparison to regional and national data. We collaborated with the electronic health record (EHR) coders and health information management executives to design, code and develop vascular surgery specific discharge documentation to emphasize the medical management regimen of each patient. 

To promote statin prescription patterns, we developed a statin prescription guide in collaboration with vascular medicine colleagues. 

Updated statin prescription guidelines along with the transition to the new vascular documentation will be reviewed and initiated department wide March 2024. 

Additionally, we aim to address high preoperative smoking rates and low cessation rates by embedding a smoking cessation referral practice in outpatient clinics. We will pilot this program at a single site, where all active smokers will be evaluated by the tobacco treatment telehealth services (TTTS) prior to elective PAD intervention. TTTS will provide counseling, quit plans, medications, and post operative support. Success will be measured through subsequent office visits and one-year morality and major adverse limb events via institutional VQI data. If successful, this program will be expanded institution wide. We have upcoming meetings with the TTTS for project planning and aim to begin Summer 2024.

I have been intimately involved in all aspects of this project, collaborating across service lines and with EHR specialists to implement new documentation and develop educational materials. I am currently seeking funding while organizing meetings with TTTS to integrate tobacco specialists into our outpatient clinics.
		Clinical Research;Outcomes Research;Quality and Process Improvement;		CAS;CEA;PVI;OAAA;INFRA ;SUPRA;TEVAR;EVAR;		Completed

		Paul Rothenberg, MD
paul.rothenberg@hsc.wvu.edu
PGY3
West Virginia University
Mentor: Samantha Minc, MD		Quality				25%		
Supervised Exercise Therapy (SET) is a severely underutilized treatment for patients with Peripheral Artery Disease (PAD) with intermittent claudication (IC). Our institution did not have a SET program in place. We sought to establish a program at our academic, rural, tertiary care center. 

Our region’s work had previously identified barriers to SET. We used a combination of the VMC module and EMR to identify appropriate patients for SET and track referrals. Our Cardiac Rehab team complied CMS regulations to create an EMR order, created an exercise protocol, and undertook machine repairs to accommodate SET patients. 

Once the program was ready, we notified the Vascular Surgery faculty and clinic. We crafted a patient education brochure written at a 6th grade reading level. We published an announcement on the hospital’s intranet page. We presented at our institutional quality improvement fair, the fall VVSG meeting, and were invited to present at the West Virginia Association of Cardiovascular and Pulmonary Rehabilitation annual meeting. We have also submitted to present at VQI at VAM. 

We have 8 patient referrals and 3 patients actively completing sessions. We have had multiple patients face insurance barriers during the referral process. Patients have either been uninsured or had Medicaid (which requires pre-authorization). As we develop the program further, we will expand it to other hospitals in our system to minimize transportation and distance barriers for our rural patients. Our long-term goal is to decrease the number of interventions performed for claudication in our hospital system.
		Health Equity;Specific Vascular Disease;Quality and Process Improvement;		VMC;		Completed

		Tiffany Bellomo, tbellomo@mgh.harvard.edu, PGY3, Massachusetts General Hospital, Dr. Nikolaos Zacharias		Quality		NA		75%		One of my most comprehensive FIT Trainee Projects aimed to enhance the overall quality of resident experience during their vascular rotation. Many surgical residents rely on each other to understand attending preferences and procedural knowledge. The objective was to standardize this knowledge in the form of an operative steps resource that included attending preferences and to assess the impact on resident performance. The FIT fellowship workshops inspired me to conceptualize this project with clear research objectives that were used to submit a successful IRB. I developed and disseminated the vascular operative steps resource including attending variations with all junior residents. The resource was used by 90% of residents more than 3 times per week. The intervention yielded significant improvements in patient positioning (90% vs 33%), sequence of procedure (90% vs 14%), peri-operative care knowledge (90% vs 29%), among others. The manuscript detailing these findings is currently in revision at the Journal of Surgical Education and will be presented at the VAM poster competition. Transitioning into my research years, I will collaborate with other institutions to implement similar standardization and encourage resident autonomy in vascular surgery. Additionally, I will continue my efforts to decrease length of stay through 1) development of a frailty dot phrase to improve patient selection, which was accepted as a poster at VAM 2) creation of vascular surgery admission order sets, which are now in production mode at MGB EPIC enterprise 3) design of a ruptured AAA pathway, now integral to our institution’s Quality and Safety program.  		Clinical Research;Outcomes Research;Quality and Process Improvement;		CAS;INFRA ;		Completed

		Nakia Sarad, nas9168@med.cornell.edu, PGY-3, NYP/Weill Cornell Medical Center, Dr. Brian DeRubertis		Research		RAC proposal 5273: The Accelerated Amputation: Evaluation of Risk Factors for Progression of Proximal Limb Loss after Transmetatarsal Amputation		75%		Risk factors for non-traumatic amputations are well-documented. However, the risk of progression from transmetatarsal amputation (TMA) to more proximal amputation is not well understood, despite the subsequent loss of functionality. We aimed to investigate the factors associated with progression of proximal limb loss amongst patients with peripheral arterial disease (PAD) undergoing TMAs in a contemporary cohort from the Vascular Quality Initiative(VQI). Patients were categorized into TMA-only and TMA-plus. TMA-plus indicates patients who underwent TMA followed by subsequent proximal limb loss (either below-knee or above-knee amputation) on the ipsilateral limb. Logistic regression and Kaplan Meier analysis was performed. Patient comorbid status, prior revascularization history, and post-operative complications are significant predictors of higher risk of progressive proximal amputation after TMA. In addition, accelerated progressive proximal amputation after TMA is a risk factor for mortality. We found that majority of patients who progressed were within 3 months of index TMA, and currently performing analysis on this cohort to better understand risk factors and mortality. The study was initially submitted to VAM 2024 with midterm results, will be resubmitted to Eastern Vascular Society Conference in May 2024. 		Outcomes Research;		AMP;		Completed

		Amanda Filiberto, acfiliberto@uabmc.edu, PGY8, University of Alabama at Birmingham, Adam Beck, MD		Research		 Proposal ID: #5244, Does the Vascular Quality Initiative Underestimate the Risk Associated with Mild Postoperative Acute Kidney Injury?, 		50%		In a multicenter retrospective cohort study of patients undergoing major vascular surgery we will assess the association between postoperative change in serum creatinine and adverse outcomes and compare the Vascular Quality Initiative (VQI)’s definition for acute kidney injury (AKI) with consensus Kidney Disease: Improving Global Outcomes (KDIGO) definition. Recent studies have found that other surgical databases that do not use the more sensitive consensus definition may underestimate the risk associated with less severe AKI. Similar to other surgical databases, the VQI uses its own definition for AKI. The aim of this study is to assess whether redefining progressive renal insufficiency to align with consensus guidelines will result in a substantial change in the reporting of a frequent outcome on a national scale. When comparing VQI registry data to a single institution (UAB only, we are still awaiting IRB/University of Florida data), only 6% of patients were diagnosed with AKI using the VQI definition, whereas prevalence of KDIGO-AKI was 20%. Regardless of the type of definition, patients with AKI had longer lengths of stay and morbidity and mortality rates compared to those without AKI. In multivariable logistic regression model patients with KDIGO-AKI had 3 times higher odds of one year mortality compared to patients without AKI. This abstract has been submitted and accepted as a poster presentation at the 2024 Vascular Annual Meeting.		Outcomes Research;Quality and Process Improvement;		OAAA;INFRA ;SUPRA;TEVAR;EVAR;		Completed

		Deena - no

		Michael- no

		Syeda - no

		4x each candidate





Scorecards

		FIT Trainee Name		FIT Trainee Project		Does Not Meet		Meets Expectations		Exceeds Expectations		Notes

		Mitri Khoury, mitri.khoury@gmail.com, PGY-9, Massachusetts General Hospital, Nikolaos Zacharias		Research								Adam, Adam, Ashley, Ashley

		Leah Gober, lgober@wisc.edy, PGY-3, University of Wisconsin-Madison, Kyla Bennett		Research								Adam, Adam, Ashley, Ashley

		Saranya Sundaram
sundaras@musc.edu
PGY-3 Research, Integrated Vascular Surgery
Medical University of South Carolina
Dr. Thomas Brothers (mentor)		Quality								Adam, Adam, Ashley, Ashley

		christopher chow
chris.yu.chow@gmail.com
pgy2
university of miami
Arash Bornak		Research								Mina, Elissa, Hanaa, Gabby

		Mikayla Lowenkamp, PGY IV
lowenkampmn@upmc.edu
University of Pittsburgh Medical Center
FIT Mentor: Michael Madigan
Co Mentor: Mohammad Eslami		Quality								Mina, Elissa, Hanaa, Gabby

		Paul Rothenberg, MD
paul.rothenberg@hsc.wvu.edu
PGY3
West Virginia University
Mentor: Samantha Minc, MD		Quality								Mina, Elissa, Hanaa, Gabby

		Tiffany Bellomo, tbellomo@mgh.harvard.edu, PGY3, Massachusetts General Hospital, Dr. Nikolaos Zacharias		Quality								Gary, Dmitry, Jeff, Faisal

		Nakia Sarad, nas9168@med.cornell.edu, PGY-3, NYP/Weill Cornell Medical Center, Dr. Brian DeRubertis		Research								Gary, Dmitry, Jeff, Faisal

		Amanda Filiberto, acfiliberto@uabmc.edu, PGY8, University of Alabama at Birmingham, Adam Beck, MD		Research								Gary, Dmitry, Jeff, Faisal





Quality

		FIT Trainee Name, Email, PGY, Center, and FIT Mentor		Please select the option that best describes your FIT Trainee Project


		Saranya Sundaram
sundaras@musc.edu
PGY-3 Research, Integrated Vascular Surgery
Medical University of South Carolina
Dr. Thomas Brothers (mentor)		Quality		45/45		100%				attending; 

		Mikayla Lowenkamp, PGY IV
lowenkampmn@upmc.edu
University of Pittsburgh Medical Center
FIT Mentor: Michael Madigan
Co Mentor: Mohammad Eslami		Quality		50/60		83.33%				cannot attend pregnancy; Dr. Madigan attending

		Paul Rothenberg, MD
paul.rothenberg@hsc.wvu.edu
PGY3
West Virginia University
Mentor: Samantha Minc, MD		Quality		36/60		60%						letter sent

		Tiffany Bellomo, tbellomo@mgh.harvard.edu, PGY3, Massachusetts General Hospital, Dr. Nikolaos Zacharias		Quality		22/30		73%						letter sent

												JC Scholars 2023

												Hanaa attending

												Ben attending

												Brianna attending

												Caronae - no

												Tina - no





Research

		FIT Trainee Name, Email, PGY, Center, and FIT Mentor		Please select the option that best describes your FIT Trainee Project


		Mitri Khoury, mitri.khoury@gmail.com, PGY-9, Massachusetts General Hospital, Nikolaos Zacharias		Research		40/45		89%				attending; Dr. Zacharias attending

		Leah Gober, lgober@wisc.edy, PGY-3, University of Wisconsin-Madison, Kyla Bennett		Research		35/45		78%						letter sent

		christopher chow
chris.yu.chow@gmail.com
pgy2
university of miami
Arash Bornak		Research		48/60		80%				attending

		Nakia Sarad, nas9168@med.cornell.edu, PGY-3, NYP/Weill Cornell Medical Center, Dr. Brian DeRubertis		Research		23/30		77%						letter sent

		Amanda Filiberto, acfiliberto@uabmc.edu, PGY8, University of Alabama at Birmingham, Adam Beck, MD		Research		24/30		80%				attending; Dr. Beck attending





Mentor Application

		FIT Mentor name and FIT Trainee name		Please select the option that best describes the FIT Trainee Project		Personal Endorsement: In 250 words or less, summarize your endorsement of the FIT Trainee Project and why he/she should be awarded the JC Scholarship.  Please comment on whether or not the FIT Tra...

		Thomas Brothers / Saranya Sundaram		Quality		I heartily support Dr. Saranya Sundaram for the Society for Vascular Surgery Professional Service Organization Jack L. Cronenwett Scholarship. As a PGY4 vascular integrated resident, she has taken the current year and potentially next to focus on both research and quality improvement. Having identified our Institution as seriously underperforming compared to Regional and National colleagues regarding length of stay (LOS) after carotid endarterectomy or stenting. With my support, she has analyzed the contributing factors, both locally as well as by comparison nationally, leading to prolonged LOS, identified those factors that could be proactively manipulated, and met with senior Neurology, Neurosurgery, Interventional Neuroradiology, and Vascular Surgery colleagues to create and actuate a plan. The resultant strategy involves mechanisms for formally improving communication between specialties, standardizing perioperative medications, adjusting hemodynamic parameters, and supporting early rehabilitation placement as appropriate. She recently presented her work to date at the FIT Monthly Meeting February 20th. However, she is not finished; now that the novel strategies and associated education of such have been accomplished, she will continue to monitor the outcomes for comparison, intending adjustment/addition of the modifications as appropriate. Ultimately, her hope is to share her findings at the annual meeting of the Vascular Quality Initiative as the first step of a long career involving Quality Improvement. I have been greatly impressed with how Dr. Sundaram has demonstrated intellectual curiosity, persistence in accomplishment, recognition of the necessary involvement of all stakeholders, and commitment to excellence that make her an ideal recipient for the Cronenwett Scholarship.

		Nikolaos Zacharias, Mitri Khoury		Research		I provide my full endorsement for Mitri Khoury to receive the Jack Cronenwett Scholarship. Dr. Khoury played a primary role in the project from conception to completion. He has had an interest in exploring the concept of “unfit for open repair” in abdominal aortic aneurysm patients and designed a research project under my guidance to address various questions. Dr. Khoury wrote the VQI proposal and institutional IRB to get this approved. Further, in coordination with our statistician, Dr. Khoury performed the analysis of the data. He then wrote the entirety of the manuscript and implemented edits and comments from myself and the rest of the authors. The paper is currently undergoing its first round of revisions with the Journal of Vascular Surgery.

The results of the project have been enlightening as it may shed light on how patients may not necessarily be accurately classified as unfit for open repair. As expected, patients undergoing endovascular repair had superior perioperative outcomes compared to open repair which were lost after 1 year. Open patients had superior outcomes starting 1 year after surgery compared to endovascular patients. Therefore, it highlights how it may not necessarily be known what makes a patient unfit for open repair and more detailed criteria should be delineated.

Dr. Khoury did an excellent job in seeing this important work to completion and will add valuable insight into the vascular surgery literature.

		Kyla Bennett, Leah Gober		Research		Dr Leah Gober is an exceptional resident and scientist. She played the primary role in this FIT project and was the compelling force behind all of the work which has been accomplished. Her curiosity and desire to learn are truly remarkable. She is hardworking and excellent at managing research groups. Dr Gober has exceptional potential as a leader in vascular surgery and vascular research. Every opportunity we as a vascular surgery society can give her to hone these nascent skills will benefit vascular surgery and the community immensely.

		Arash Bornak		Research		This is in support of Dr. Christopher Chow,a PGY-2 Vascular Surgery Resident at the University of Miami/Jackson Health System. I endorse his FIT trainee Project. He is familiar with the VQI database and has already worked on several successful projects in primary and secondary roles. He is very comfortable with data-driven research. He is motivated and hard working.

		Michael Madigan for Mikayla Lowenkamp		Quality		           Mikayla Lowenkamp has taken the primary role in all steps of her quality improvement project, “Optimization of medical therapy in vascular surgery.” She identified the quality deficit in our division’s prescribing patterns of aspirin and statins, as well as increased smoking rates after vascular interventions. Dr. Lowenkamp has developed a three-pronged approach to improving the quality of care. The project involves increasing medical compliance of prescribing aspirin and statin through a vascular specific discharge summary that will remind providers of the need for these medications. The second portion involves improving provider education of the best practices regarding these medications, then offering feedback to the provider’s efficacy of prescribing patterns. The third aim is to utilize our institution’s tobacco cessation telehealth services to reduce smoking among our patients. 
            Dr. Lowenkamp has made significant progress in the first two aims, collaborating with our electronic health record, vascular medicine, and smoking cessation therapy colleagues. She has already developed and released the discharge pathway and educational tools for our division demonstrating the drive to see the project through completion. She has also taken the initiative to seek internal funding for the smoking cessation portion of the project. I believe that her efforts will have a real impact in the care of our patients. Based on her efforts thus far, I believe that Mikayla Lowenkamp is an excellent, qualified, and deserving candidate for the JC Scholarship. The educational funds would greatly assist her development as a future expert in quality improvement.

		Samantha Minc, Trainee: Paul Rothenberg		Quality		Paul is a general surgery resident dedicated to pursuing a career in vascular surgery. He has spent the last year as our department's inaugural research fellow and our first FIT fellow. He has bee working closely with our Cardiac Rehab team on our project to establish SET at our institution. Paul has played a primary role on the project and is learning a great deal from his experience. Our goal is to disseminate the program to the rest of our institution, which spans an entire, highly rural state, and will be an excellent experience for Paul to continue. 

		Nikolaos Zacharias, Tiffany Bellomo		Quality		It is my great pleasure to offer my highest level of support for Dr. Bellomo’s application for the Jack Cronenwett Scholarship. Dr. Bellomo has consistently demonstrated unwavering dedication to enhancing the quality and safety of patient care, as exemplified by achieving the 2022 Patient Safety Star Award acknowledged by the Chief Quality Officer. It was an honor to support her as a mentor for the Vascular Quality Initiative (VQI) Quality Fellowship in Training (FIT) Program. Over the past year, Dr. Bellomo has committed to the conceptualization and design of quality improvement initiatives within our department. Her first project tackled a pervasive challenge: the feedback from other residents rotating on our service has been historically poor. Dr. Bellomo took the initiative to spearhead a program that would promote resident understanding of vascular surgery variations within the department. Her creation of a vascular operative steps resource yielded notable improvements in resident performance and fostered increased resident autonomy. Building upon the success of her initial project, Dr. Bellomo continued her efforts by focusing on the enhancement of pre-operative protocols. She implemented a frailty index for patient selection and developed a pre-operative standardized vascular surgery order set to reduce length of stay. Dr. Bellomo's leadership was pivotal in securing endorsement from the MGH enterprise for her order set design, which has now been published within our EMR for widespread utilization. I have full confidence that the VQI will greatly benefit from Dr. Bellomo's dedication, passion, and unique perspective as a Vascular Surgery trainee. 

		Mentor: Brian DeRubertis, Trainee: Nakia Sarad		Research		I am delighted to offer my strong endorsement for Nakia for the FIT program JC scholarship. Having closely worked with Nakia for almost two years, I can attest to her exceptional qualities and remarkable contributions to our research program. Nakia played a primary role in her FIT trainee project on risk factors of TMA progression: including idea conception, RAC submission, assisting with statistics, analysis interpretation, and abstract production. She is also concurrently involved in other FIT trainee projects, including a prospective quality improvement study in PAD education.

Nakia's proactive approach to research is evident in her role as the first research fellow within our institution. She has shown exceptional initiative in establishing a research program and has identified opportunities for growth, notably in collaborations with VQI. Through her efforts, she has initiated prospective QI projects across our hospital enterprise, with presentations scheduled at VQI VAM this June. Additionally, she has contributed to outcomes research and presented at multiple conferences with manuscripts pending.

Despite the busy workload, she consistently delivers high-quality work and effectively manages multiple projects. Her ability to prioritize tasks and allocate time efficiently enables her to excel academically while contributing meaningfully to our research program. Beyond her academic achievements, Nakia's genuine passion for improving healthcare outcomes is palpable. She possesses deep empathy for patients and sincere desire to make a positive impact through her research efforts.

In summary, Nakia's exceptional communication skills, adeptness at multitasking, and proactive approach make her an outstanding candidate for the JC scholarship and poised to significantly contribute to the field of vascular medicine and healthcare quality improvement.

		Adam W. Beck and Amanda Filiberto		Research		Dr. Filiberto has had a sustained interest in health services/quality research throughout her training, and this has continued during her fellowship at UAB. With this particular project, she has sought to challenge the existing method of assessing post-procedural renal dysfunction in the VQI Registry. She feels that the current method is not sensitive/specific enough, and that the KDIGO acute kidney injury assessment would be a better method. Dr. Filiberto came upon this idea on her own accord, developed the protocol and has executed the analysis independently. I think it has the potential to make a significant impact on how we determine renal dysfunction in the SVS VQI. Given the independent thought and the potential impact of the project, I wholeheartedly believe that Dr. Filiberto deserves the JC Scholarship. 
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JC Scholar Projects

• Saranya Sundaram/ Thomas Brothers – LOS post CEA and/or stenting – improving 
mechanisms to improve communication between specialties, standardizing perioperative 
medications, adjusting hemodynamic parameters, and supporting early rehabilitation 
placement as appropriate

• Mikayla Lowenkamp/Michael Madigan – Identified quality deficit in her division’s prescribing 
patterns of ASA and statins as well as increased smoking rates after vascular interventions 
developing a three-pronged approach to improving the quality of care

• Mitri Khoury/Nikolaos Zacharias – Exploring the concept of “unfit for open repair” in 
abdominal aortic aneurysm patients

• Christopher Chow/Arash Bornak – Compared if modality of CAS affected incidence of CHS 
and if severity of CHS was affected by modality of CAS

• Amanda Filiberto/Adam Beck – Sought to challenge the existing method of assessing post-
procedural renal dysfunction in the VQI Registry. She feels that the current method is not 
sensitive/specific enough, and that the KDIGO acute kidney injury assessment would be a 
better method 



JC Scholar SVS VQI Integration

• This group is instrumental with PSO Integration through 
• Smoking Cessation PSO and SVS Committee 
• AQC Committee
• Lower Extremity (PVI) Committee
• Aortic Committee
• EVAR Committee
• Carotid Committee
• RAC
• VQI@VAM Annual Review

• Quality Posters
• Rapid Fire Podium Presentations



FIT Program 
Evaluations & 
Satisfaction 
Surveys (Now 
Combined)

• FIT Mentors and FIT Fellows
• Final

• Satisfaction Survey
• Evaluation

• Based on ACGME Milestone
• FIT Mentors evaluate FIT Fellow
• FIT Fellow self evaluate

• FIT Committee reviews feedback
• Takes action as appropriate

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As shared, we evaluate our FIT Program to learn and grow



FIT Mentor Satisfaction Survey – overall FIT 
Program



FIT Fellow Satisfaction Survey – Mentor 
Matching



Third Class FIT 
Generation 
2024-2025

FIT Mentor FIT Fellow Center

Dr. Miranda Witheford Lisa Vi
Univers ity Health 
Network, Toronto, ON

Dr. Matthew Corrierre Chinmayee Potti The Ohio State  Univers ity
Dr. Michael Madigan Lindsey A. Olivere UPP Vascular Surgery
Dr. Matthew Corrierre Gabrielle  Rieth The Ohio State  Univers ity
Dr. Pouya Entezami Guillermo Polanco Serra Henry Ford Health

Dr. Jason Ryan Michael Chaney
Western Michigan 
Univers ity 

Dr. Abhishek Singh Vinay Bhushan Lakki
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2024 Applicant

		Trainee Name		Blinded number		Email		Secondary email		Total Scorecard
		Survey		CV		Reference		Reference		Attestation		Identified Mentor		Name		Email		Center		Region		Notes

		Vinay Bhushan Lakki		2		Lakki, Vinay Bhushan Reddy <VinayBhushanReddyLakki@creighton.edu>		vinay.corduroy@gmail.com		24/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Abhishek Singh		abhishek.singh514@commonspirit.org		Creighton University Med Center		MID-AMERICA VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Lara Lopes		24		laraminchillo@gmail.com				28/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Ashley Vavra		Vavra, Ashley <Ashley.Vavra@nm.org>		Northwestern Memorial Hospital 		MID-AMERICA VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Gabrielle Rieth		4		Gabrielle Rieth <gabrielle.rieth@gmail.com>				30/30		x		x		x		x		x		N		Wexner		Matthew Corrierre

		Imran Javed		3		imran javed <doctorimranjaved@yahoo.com>						x		x		x		x		x		N

		Karan Chawla		8		Karan Chawla <Karan.Chawla001@luhs.org>		Chawlakn@gmail.com		24/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Bernadette Aulivola Matthew Blecha		BAulivola@lumc.edu				MID-AMERICA VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Falen Demsas		7		fdemsas@mgh.harvard.edu				26/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Nikoalas Zacharias		nzacharias@mgh.harvard.edu		Massachusetts General Hospital		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF NEW ENGLAND

		Angela Danielle Sickels		9		adsickels@uabmc.edu				28/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Adam Beck		awbeck@uabmc.edu		University Of Alabama Medical Center		SOUTHEASTERN VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Isaac Naazie		5		isaacnaa@buffalo.edu				30/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Linda Harris		lmharris@buffalo.edu		Buffalo General Medical Center		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF GREATER NEW YORK

		Mohit Bhalla		1-Not a Candidate		mobhalla1@gmail.com						x

		Christopher Chow		6,20-FIT Year 2		chris.yu.chow@gmail.com				year 2		x

		Justin Jay Bader		13		Bader, Justin <jay.bader@yale.edu>				27/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Cassius Chaar, MD		cassius.chaar@yale.edu		Yale New Haven Hospital

		Guillermo Polanco Serra		15		Polanco Serra, Guillermo <gpolanc1@hfhs.org>				30/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Dr. Kaitlyn Rountree		krountr1@hfhs.org		Henry Ford Health

		Camila Guetter		18		Guetter, Camila R  (BIDMC - Surgery) <cguetter@bidmc.harvard.edu>				30/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Marc L. Schermerhorn		mscherme@bidmc.harvard.edu		Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center

		Brandon Gaston		12		Gaston, Brandon T.,MD <BGASTON@MGH.HARVARD.EDU>				29/30		x		x		x		x		x		y		Nikoalas Zacharias		nzacharias@mgh.harvard.edu

		Guaurang Joshi		11		gaurangjoshi@gmail.com		Gaurang Joshi <Gaurang.Joshi@jefferson.edu>		29/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Marc Schermerhorn		mcsherm@bidmc.harvard.edu

		Lisa Vi		16		Lisa Vi <lisa.vi@mail.utoronto.ca>				30/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Dr. Miranda Witheford 		miranda.witheford@uhn.ca		University Health Network, Toronto, ON

		Chinmayee Potti		17		Potti, Chinmayee <Chinmayee.Potti@osumc.edu>				30/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Dr. Mounir Haurani		mounir.haurani@osumc.edu		The Ohio State University

		Irina Kanzafarova		21		Irina_Kanzafarova@URMC.Rochester.edu				26/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Michael Stoner		michael_stoner@URMC.Rochester.edu		University of Rochester, Rochester, NY

		Rebekah Bjorklund		19		rebekah.bjorklund@uttyler.edu						x										N						University of Texas Health Institute

		Ioannis Tsouknidas		14		tsouknidasioannis@gmail.com				24/30		x		x		x		x		x		N		Main Line Health's subsidiary, Main Line Hospitals, Inc. - Lankenau Medical Center				Lankenau Medical Center, Wynnewood, PA

		Michael Chaney		22		michael.chaney@wmed.edu				25/30		x		x		x		x		x		N		University of Michigan

		Cody Lendon Mullens 		23		codymu@med.umich.edu						x

		Menna Hegazi 		27		mennatallahegazi@outlook.com				30/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Nii-Kabu Kabutey, nkabutey@hs.uci.edu, University of California, Irvine

		Lindsey A. Olivere		25		oliverel@upmc.edu				29/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Michael Madigan

		Lorela Weise		26		lorela.weise@luhs.org				28/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Matthew Blecha		Matthew Blecha <Matthew.Blecha@lumc.edu>

		Samadashvili ketino		10								X										N
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Survey Responses

		Applicant Name		Training Program		PGY 		Personal Statement		Area of Interest (Max 3)		If Specific Vascular Disease Chosen, select additional		Research v Quality		Center VQI Registries		Registry to use for FIT Project		Mentor		Mentor Information		Race		Ethnicity		Birth Sex		Additional Information

		Mohit Bhalla		University of Florida - Jacksonville		PGY-3		I fell in love with vascular surgery after participating innately in the intricate and delicate balance of open and endovascular surgery techniques. The pursuit and passion were quite natural in guiding me towards vascular fellowship; and a long career in the field. I am hopeful to use the Quality Fellowship in training program to expand my reach to the vulnerable population of patients we treat on a daily basis. Regardless of class, sex, age, disease process, there is always something to learn and I am determined to usher in a new era for vascular surgery, always with steadiness and integrity.		"Specific Vascular Disease ","Outcomes Research","Clinical Research"		Aortic","Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease","Carotid Artery Disease		I hope to bridge the gap between our vulnerable populations who may not have a strong support system. To do this, I wish to research and implement procedures using novel techniques and technologies that can have long-term success with minimal follow-up required.		"Unknown		INFRA","TEVAR","EVAR","PVI","OAAA","SUPRA","CAS","CEA		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Dr. Henry Veldenz/ Dr. James Dennis. Henry.Veldenz@jax.ufl.edu / James.Dennis@jax.ufl.edu		Asian/Asian Indian		Prefer Not to Disclose		Male

		Vinay Bhushan Reddy Lakki		Creighton University		4		I aspire to become a proficient practitioner in carotid disease management, dedicated to advancing vascular interventions like carotid stenting. Participation in the Quality Fellowship in Training Program is crucial for honing skills in procedural excellence, patient safety, and quality assurance specific to carotid stenting. The program's focus on evidence-based practices, mentorship, and collaborative learning aligns seamlessly with the applicant's career goals. By engaging with experts and staying abreast of the latest advancements, as a trainee interested in Vascular Neurology, I aim to elevate their competency, ensuring optimal patient outcomes and contributing to the continuous improvement of carotid stenting procedures.		Quality and Process Improvement","Clinical Research","Outcomes Research"		Carotid Artery Disease		Quality improvement project to implement a critical patient selection criteria based on anatomical and clinical variables to improve outcomes of Carotid artery stenting and minimize periprocedural stroke, access-related complications, nerve injury and death.		CAS		CAS		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Abhishek Singh; Mentor email "abhishek.singh514@commonspirit.org"; Location/Center: Creighton University Med Center,7500 Mercy Rd, Omaha, NE 68124		Asian/Asian Indian		Prefer Not to Disclose		Male

		Dr Imran Javed		Vascular Surgery		2		MBBS FCPS SURGERY FELLOWSHIP VASCULAR SURGERY		Clinical Research","Specific Vascular Disease		Venous","Carotid Artery Disease","Amputation		PAD RESEARCH		TEVAR","EVAR","AMPUTATION		CEA","INFRA","CAS		No Mentor Identified		n/a		Asian/Asian Indian		Prefer Not to Disclose		Male

		Gabrielle Rieth		Albany Medical Center General Surgery		5		Medical and surgical care is becoming more personalized as research advancements have allowed for examination of individual patient genomics and microbiomes. I'm interested in exploring whether these individual patient factors are modifiable prior to surgery to result in optimal postop outcomes and either improved survival or delayed time to amputation because the success of an operative intervention is ultimately the result of preoperative optimization, intraoperative surgical technique and ideal anesthesia care, and postoperative management. Participating in the VQI FIT program will afford me the opportunity to examine national databases and begin this work.		Outcomes Research","Quality and Process Improvement","Specific Vascular Disease 		Aortic","Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease		I'd like to apply concepts from trauma literature in a way that can improve vascular patients' outcomes, specifically using thromboelastography both preoperatively and intraoperatively to correct iatrogenic coagulopathies and how that may decrease length of stay, time to discharge to home vs. rehab, and decreased rates of surgical site infections.		CAS","CEA","PVI","OAAA","INFRA","SUPRA","AV ACCESS","AMPUTATION","IVC","VMC","VSR","VUR","VV","EVAR","TEVAR"]		OAAA","EVAR","TEVAR"		No Mentor Identified		n/a		White/Caucasian		Prefer Not to Disclose		Female		I'm one of the incoming Trauma / Surgical Critical Care fellows at The Ohio State University for the year 2024 - 2025 and will be using at least part of that time to learn how to cannulate for ECMO and troubleshoot both VA and VV ECMO patients. I chose this pathway with the express purpose of eventually applying that skill set to managing aortic patients that may require ECMO support both during and after surgery. My ultimate goal is to retain board certifications in general surgery, surgical critical care, and vascular surgery with an academic practice that focuses on quality improvement in postop vascular outcomes.

		Isaac Naazie		University at Buffalo Integrated Vascular surgery residency		2		With a passion for outcomes and quality improvement research, I hold an MPH from Johns Hopkins, specializing in statistics and epidemiology for clinical research. My track record includes executing and publishing impactful quality improvement research using VQI data. Eager to further my research in residency, my ultimate goal is to become an academic vascular surgeon, mentoring others in quality improvement. The Quality Fellowship in Training Program presents a unique opportunity for formal quality improvement training and sustained research engagement, propelling me towards achieving my aspirations, and contributing to advancements in the field to improve patient care		Clinical Research","Outcomes Research","Quality and Process Improvement"		Aortic","Carotid Artery Disease","Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease		During the Quality Fellowship, I aim to investigate the comparative effectiveness of vascular disease treatment modalities, identify predictors of adverse outcomes, and assess demographic groups (gender, race etc) with divergent outcomes in vascular diseases and procedures		EVAR","SUPRA","INFRA","OAAA","PVI","CEA","CAS","TEVAR"		CAS","CEA","PVI","OAAA","INFRA","SUPRA","TEVAR","EVAR		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Dr linda Harris, lharris@kaleidahealth.org, University at Buffalo		Black/African American		n/a		Male

		Christopher Chow		University of Miami		2		I would like to continue my work that I started this year looking at quality improvement for carotid artery disease.		Outcomes Research","Specific Vascular Disease ","Quality and Process Improvement"		Carotid Artery Disease		I hope to identify clinically relevant practice patterns of carotid artery stenting and TCAR in uncommon conditions.		CAS		CAS		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Bornak, Arash; ABornak@med.miami.edu; university of miami		Asian/Asian Indian		n/a		Male		Non-hispanic

		Falen Demsas		Integrated Vascular Surgery		2		I aspire to become an academic surgeon dedicated to reducing disparities in health outcomes and improving the overall well-being of marginalized populations. To do so, I aim to leverage quality improvement methodologies to enhance access and equity in patient care. The Quality Fellowship in Training Program offers a structured curriculum, mentorship, and hands-on experience in quality improvement methodologies, which align perfectly with my career goals. Participation in this program will provide invaluable opportunities to apply theoretical knowledge to real-world scenarios, collaborate with experts in the field, and contribute meaningfully to enhancing healthcare delivery. I hope to gain expertise in quality improvement strategies and leadership, enabling me to drive positive change in healthcare systems and advance health equity.		"Health Equity","Outcomes Research","Quality and Process Improvement		Aortic","Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease","Amputation		How can we implement culturally competent care practices in surgical settings to reduce disparities in surgical outcomes among underserved populations?		Unknown		PVI","OAAA","INFRA","SUPRA","AMPUTATION","AV ACCESS","TEVAR","EVAR		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Nikoalas Zacharias		Black/African American		n/a		Female

		Karan Chawla		Integrated Vascular Surgery Loyola Medical Center		1		Quality and practice improvement research is central to improving care for our patients. With new vascular technologies and interventions, we need to understand the long-term outcomes for our patients. My goal for this program is to achieve meaningful quality improvement data while also honing my skills to continue this work as I have done in the past. By participating early in my career, I will further strengthen my understanding of quality improvement by gaining methodologies and experiences through this program.		Outcomes Research","Clinical Research","Specific Vascular Disease		Aortic","Carotid Artery Disease		I am particularly interested in TAAA and carotid disease and outcomes related to differing interventions and outcomes when comparing academic centers.		"TEVAR","EVAR","Unknown","PVI"		Undecided		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Bernadette Aulivola		Asian/Asian Indian		n/a		Male

		Angela Danielle Sickels		University of Alabama at Birmingham Integrated Vascular Residency		PGY-3 (Year 1/2 dedicated research)		My goal is to become an academic vascular surgeon with a high caliber clinical practice and involvement in quality improvement and outcomes research. I view both elements as essential and complementary to one another in my career. Therefore, I am seeking to gain expertise in large database curation and analysis to answer important clinical questions, which will enhance the practice of vascular surgery and improve care, survival, and quality of life for patients. Furthermore, I am excited to interface with other quality improvement leaders, identify areas of collaboration, and learn how to be a mentor and leader in this realm.		Clinical Research","Outcomes Research","Quality and Process Improvement"		Aortic","Carotid Artery Disease","Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease		One question I hope to address is what is the optimal threshold diameter to electively repair AAA in women, given that they experience higher morbidity and rupture rates than men? We will use VQI data in a propensity matched study with data from the NVR to strengthen this analysis.		CAS","CEA","INFRA","SUPRA","OAAA","TEVAR","EVAR","VV","VSR","AMPUTATION		CAS","CEA","OAAA","INFRA","SUPRA","TEVAR","EVAR","VV","VSR","AMPUTATION		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Adam Beck, awbeck@uabmc.edu, University of Alabama at Birmingham		"White/Caucasian"		n/a		Female

		Samadashvili ketino		Vascular disease		Vascular		High quality skils		Specific Vascular Disease ;		Venous;Carotid Artery Disease;Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;		Treatmet specific for venous and arterial disease		IVC;AMPUTATION;PVI;CEA;CAS;INFRA;SUPRA;EVAR;TEVAR;		CEA;IVC;		No Mentor Identified		I have not mentor		White/Caucasian;		Prefer to Self-Describe		Female		Yes

		Gaurang Joshi		Thomas Jefferson University		PGY 6 - First year fellow		I envision myself performing clinical outcomes research and quality improvement projects. My past research experiences have included manually generated databases, but not large national databases. Most recently, I was given the opportunity by my chairman to help formulate guidelines for the SVS on prophylaxis and management of intraabdominal and thoracic vascular grafts with a national team. I am enthusiastic about this and it inspired me continue advancing in clinical outcomes and quality initiative projects. The FIT program would enable me do so, and work with VQI which is not available at my institution.		Clinical Research;Outcomes Research;Specific Vascular Disease ;		Venous;Aortic;Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;		What is the ideal graft (off the shelf) to promote the best outcomes in endovascular repair for ruptured AAA.		Unknown;		OAAA;EVAR;PVI;		No Mentor Identified		n/a		Asian/Asian Indian;		Prefer to Self-Describe		Male		In specific for my research, would want to explore variables such as radiation dosage, time in the OR, contrast used, access site size and complications, cost of entire procedure, post operative outcomes in hospitalization stay and 1 and 3 months out.

		Brandon Gaston		Massachusetts General Hospital - Integrated Training Program		4		My research background is in tissue engineering and medical device development, however, during clinical training I have developed a new interest in healthcare outcomes and quality research. I have explored this interest through QI initiatives regarding readmission reduction and I am now helping lead my division’s QI program. I am applying to the FIT fellowship to gain experience using large databases to address clinical research questions. The mentorship and experience gained through the FIT program will help me achieve my career goal of combining data analysis with innovation to find novel ways to study and address drivers of healthcare outcomes.		Quality and Process Improvement;Outcomes Research;Cost and Comparative Effectiveness  ;		Aortic;Carotid Artery Disease;Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;		Frailty scores have been linked to adverse outcomes after vascular surgery surgery.. Several scores exist but It remains unclear how these scores perform against each other in predicting outcomes. I would like to perform a retrospective head-to-head comparison of frailty calculators for predicting outcomes, length of stay, and readmission.		CAS;CEA;EVAR;TEVAR;INFRA;SUPRA;PVI;		Undecided;		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Nikolaos Zacharias, MD, nzacharias@mgh.harvard.edu, MGH		White/Caucasian;		Prefer to Self-Describe		Male

		Justin "Jay" Bader		Yale General Surgery Residency		PGY2		I hope to ultimately pursue an academic career in both vascular surgery and research. The FIT program provides an opportunity to gain invaluable mentorship and guidance on my vascular research. Additionally, I am excited to meet and collaborate with other FIT Fellows on research ideas and projects. I am working on a few vascular projects now, and I am excited to solidify and publish these projects as part of the FIT program. The timing for this program is perfect as I am an enthusiastic, current PGY2 resident who will be entering 2 years of dedicated research time starting July 2024.		Clinical Research;Outcomes Research;Quality and Process Improvement;		Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;Hemodialysis;		Postcontrast acute kidney injury (PC-AKI) is a common complication of peripheral vascular intervention and is associated with higher mortality. Using patient databases and known predictive risk factors, I am working with statisticians to design and build a model to predict the risk of PC-AKI depending on volume of contrast given.		CAS;CEA;OAAA;PVI;INFRA;SUPRA;TEVAR;EVAR;		Undecided;		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Cassius Chaar, MD... Email: cassius.chaar@yale.edu... Location: Yale New Haven Hospital		Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander;Asian/Asian Indian;White/Caucasian;				Male		I am a very motivated and eager surgery resident who will be entering 2 years of dedicated research time starting July 2024. The FIT program provides extraordinary mentorship and a unique opportunity for me to collaborate with others in my field. I truly believe that the FIT program would be my catalyst in a very exciting journey through vascular surgery. I would cherish the opportunity to show you my excitement and passion for vascular surgery research.

		Ioannis Tsouknidas		General Surgery Residency, Lankenau Medical Center, Wynnewood, PA		PGY-3		Becoming a Vascular surgeon has been a dream for many years now. As a PGY-3, I am applying next year for fellowship, and I believe that participate in the FIT program will help me towards this goal. Through this process, I anticipate to learn more Vascular surgery, be productive, and expand my network in the community. 		Cost and Comparative Effectiveness  ;Quality and Process Improvement;Specific Vascular Disease ;		Carotid Artery Disease;Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;Aortic;		Limb preservation is one of the topics that I am highly interested. Indications, different techniques, results are some of the questions that have really been bothering me, and I hope to study through this process 		Unknown;		EVAR;CEA;CAS;INFRA;SUPRA;AV ACCESS;AMPUTATION;TEVAR;		No Mentor Identified		n/a		White/Caucasian;		Prefer to Self-Describe		Male		I am very excited to participate in the FIT Program and I am looking forward to meeting my mentor and the rest of the team.

		Guillermo Polanco Serra		Henry Ford Health - Macomb Hospital		PGY2		As an aspiring vascular surgeon, I aim to integrate cutting-edge technologies, particularly in the realm of peripheral vascular disease, into my practice. However, I recognize the significance of evaluating the impact of these innovations on patients and identifying cost-effective approaches to enhance their quality of life. Through my participation in programs like VQI/FIT, I anticipate acquiring the expertise to leverage registries for assessing patient outcomes following various interventions. Moreover, I aspire to be an active advocate for patients of underrepresented groups and improve access to treatment options for these patients.		Outcomes Research;Cost and Comparative Effectiveness  ;Health Equity;		Hemodialysis;Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;		I want to assess how new available procedures (intraluminal lithotripsy, DCBs) if there is a decrease in the number of interventions required over time, and therefore a decrease in healthcare costs for patients. Additionally, I am interested in assessing if they are being used to extend hemodialysis access with fewer interventions.  		Unknown;		PVI;AV ACCESS;		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Dr. Kaitlyn Rountree; krountr1@hfhs.org; Henry Ford Health		Hispanic, Latinx, or Spanish;		Hispanic/Latino		Male

		Lisa Vi		Vascular Surgery - University of Toronto 		1		As a first-year resident, I have quickly grasped the profound impact of social factors on our patient population. Factors like socioeconomic status significantly influence issues such as smoking cessation. My career aspirations include elucidating how social factors affect patient care and how we, as providers, can create initiatives for better advocacy and support; Essentially, how we can utilize principles of QI to create changes in patient care. This fellowship program presents a pivotal opportunity for mentorship, networking, and career advancement in QI within vascular surgery. I am confident this training will help me achieve my career goals. 		Health Equity;Quality and Process Improvement;Specific Vascular Disease ;		Aortic;Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;		Homelessness is a prevalent issue in North America, affecting 550,000-600,000 Americans nightly. Unhoused individuals face a disproportionate burden of cardiovascular disease, yet few studies have described their outcomes following vascular surgery. Investigating patient outcomes following surgery is crucial for ensuring long-term health and advocating for better care within our specialty.		Unknown;		EVAR;OAAA;INFRA;SUPRA;PVI;		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Dr. Miranda Witheford - University Health Network, Toronto, ON. miranda.witheford@uhn.ca		Asian/Asian Indian;		Prefer Not to Disclose		Female		I aim to pursue a master's degree during my residency via the Surgeon Scientist Training Program. This entails a two-year hiatus from clinical duties in the third year for dedicated research. My master's research will leverage the VQI database to address geographic disparities and devise initiatives for enhanced patient care. This fellowship would provide me with invaluable skills and opportunities to establish fundamental principles in quality improvement, laying the groundwork for success in my master's program. Thank you for your consideration.

		Chinmayee Potti		Vascular Surgery Fellowship at The Ohio State University		PGY 6		My goal is to enhance patient outcomes through focus on quality improvement. I aspire to help develop a holistic multidisciplinary approach to vascular surgery by fostering collaboration between vascular surgeons and primary care providers at the community level. I am passionate about optimizing care processes and implementing evidence-based practices. The Quality Fellowship in Training Program offers the ideal platform to refine my skills, equipping me with expertise and network to empower this idea. I am eager to collaborate with mentors and peers, gaining invaluable insights to elevate my commitment to excellence in vascular surgery, ultimately advancing patient-centered care.
		Health Equity;Quality and Process Improvement;Outcomes Research;		Aortic;Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;Amputation;		Amongst patients who present with severe late-stage aortic and peripheral arterial disease, how does their regional distance from a high volume center for aortic surgery, insurance coverage (public vs. private), access and type of primary care provider affect their outcomes? Can earlier referrals or improved screening reduce complications?		CAS;CEA;PVI;OAAA;INFRA;SUPRA;AMPUTATION;IVC;TEVAR;EVAR;		OAAA;PVI;INFRA;SUPRA;AMPUTATION;TEVAR;EVAR;		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Dr. Mounir Haurani, mounir.haurani@osumc.edu, The Ohio State University		Asian/Asian Indian;				Female		My initial encounter with the unaddressed community of peripheral arterial disease was when I worked on a World Diabetes Foundation project as a medical student assessing prevalence in a rural community in India, where I am from. One aspect of the project was outreach and education in this community. Since then I have recognized that this is a social problem that needs to be addressed before it comes to the surgeon’s attention. I seek mentorship and experience in identifying barriers and solutions to this problem, which this platform will provide me with.

		Camila Roginski Guetter		Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center		PGY3		I am a third-year general surgery resident, interested in pursuing a career in academic vascular surgery. I am interested in performing outcomes research in vascular surgery using large databases to improve patient outcomes. I aim to expand my knowledge on quality improvement data and initiatives as part of my professional development years in residency, and to combine those skills with those I will obtain during my PhD in Clinical Epidemiology to perform impactful research. I look forward to the mentorship of Dr. Schermerhorn, who is a leading expert in the field of aortic disease and clinical outcomes research using VQI.		Outcomes Research;Quality and Process Improvement;Specific Vascular Disease ;		Aortic;		To investigate the relationship between diabetes mellitus and antidiabetic medications, with changes in aneurysmal sac size post EVAR for abdominal aortic aneurysm. Studies suggest that diabetes has a protective role against aneurysmal sac increase, and that antidiabetic medications have an anti-inflammatory effect leading to slower rates of aneurysmal growth.		CAS;CEA;PVI;OAAA;INFRA;SUPRA;AMPUTATION;TEVAR;EVAR;		OAAA;TEVAR;EVAR;		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Marc L. Schermerhorn: mscherme@bidmc.harvard.edu; Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center; 110 Francis St # 5B, Boston, MA 02215		White/Caucasian;		Hispanic/Latino		Female		Before starting residency, I obtained a Masters in Public Health from the Johns Hopkins School of Public Health with a focus on Epidemiology and Biostatistics, which provided me with the skills to perform high-level quantitative outcomes research study design and data analysis. I will also be pursuing a PhD in Clinical Epidemiology at Harvard University starting in August 2024, with the goal of expanding my skillset on the field. I have previously worked with VQI databases for research projects and look forward to increasing my knowledge in VQI available data and quality improvement processes and to combine that with my epidemiology and biostatistics knowledge to lead and participate in high quality projects under the mentorship of Dr. Schermerhorn and the vascular surgery department at our institution.

		Rebekah Bjorklund		University of Texas Health Science Center at Tyler		2		As a general surgery trainee with the goal of becoming a vascular surgeon, this program would allow me to further my knowledge and establish professional connections while exposing me to industry best practices. Coming from a new surgical residency program, with limited research opportunity, it will equip me with the tools I need to further research at our institution and enhance my skills as a trainee. 		Cost and Comparative Effectiveness  ;Outcomes Research;Quality and Process Improvement;		Hemodialysis;Carotid Artery Disease;Amputation;		I hope to address and identify the costs associated with percutaneous arteriovenous fistulas vs open arteriovenous fistulas. Patients undergo many surgery and revisions when they require longer term hemodialysis access. I hope to address and identify these surgical interventions costs to this patient population. I also hope to address limb salvaging procedures versus amputation in a variety of patient populations.  		CAS;		CAS;AV ACCESS;Undecided;AMPUTATION;		No Mentor Identified		n/a		White/Caucasian;				Female

		Christopher Y. Chow		University of Miami		PGY2		I would like to continue conducting quality improvement projects in vascular surgery. The FIT program will provide me engagement in a like minded community where I can get feedback on my work. The monthly meetings have exposed me to new ideas and topics that other researchers in the field of vascular surgery are engaged in.		Outcomes Research;Quality and Process Improvement;Cost and Comparative Effectiveness  ;		Carotid Artery Disease;Aortic;		This cycle, I would like to analyze the effects of aortic and carotid anatomic variants on outcomes of carotid stenting and TCAR		CAS;		CAS;		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Dr. Arash Bornak, same as previous.		Asian/Asian Indian;		Prefer to Self-Describe		Male		Thank you for a rewarding first year.

		Irina Kanzafarova		University of Rochester, Integrated Vascular Surgery Residency program  		2		Since the middle of medical school, I have understood that great doctors not only treat their patients but also contribute their experience and wisdom in global healthcare by doing research and filling gaps in medical knowledge. I truly believe that doing quality improvement research using the VQI database will help me sharpen my research abilities and medical statistics skills, help our institution to find and analyze areas of improvement in patient care, and, ultimately, become a foundation of my future career as a surgeon-scientist. 		Outcomes Research;Quality and Process Improvement;Specific Vascular Disease ;		Carotid Artery Disease;Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;		1. Outcomes of infrainguinal bypass surgery with simultaneous distal outflow endovascular intervention vs standard infrainguinal bypass surgery 2. Contralateral carotid artery occlusion influence on TCAR, CEA, and CAS outcomes 3. Short- and long-term outcomes associated with ERAS protocol vs conventional management in patients undergoing infrainguinal bypass surgery (same for CFEA)		CAS;CEA;PVI;OAAA;INFRA;SUPRA;EVAR;TEVAR;AV ACCESS;AMPUTATION;IVC;VV;VSR;		CAS;CEA;PVI;INFRA;		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Michael C. Stoner, M.D., michael_stoner@URMC.Rochester.edu, University of Rochester, Rochester, NY		White/Caucasian;				Female		- Our institution is in process of implementation of ERAS protocols for patients with infrainguinal bypass surgery or CFEA - we are interested in comparing the outcomes of ERAS vs standard non-ERAS pathways in our institution. 
- Next year, as a third-year resident I will have a dedicated research month, which I hope to use productively for VQI research. Additionally, the whole next year schedule is more than compatible for extra-clinical activities. 

 

		Michael Chaney		Western Michigan University 		2		After completion of general surgery training I hope to do a fellowship at an academic minded vascular surgery program. I understand these programs are competitive and require research prior but feel that the FIT program will help me get started using the VQI database. I hope to complete a research project that will improve patient care in the realm of vascular surgery. 		Outcomes Research;Quality and Process Improvement;		Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;		I would like to see if the preoperative femoral and infrapopliteal GLASS scoring is predictive for amputation free survival and wound healing in patients undergoing proximal endovascular intervention only (ie iliac stenting). 		Unknown;		AMPUTATION;PVI;INFRA;		No Mentor Identified		n/a		White/Caucasian;		Prefer to Self-Describe		Male		While I am a general surgery resident I did dual apply to integrated vascular surgery. I have experience with the ACS NSQIP database and have been able to present at MVSS, EVS, VAM, and Veith. 

		Cody Lendon Mullens 		University of Michigan General Surgery Residency Program 		PGY3		I am a general surgery resident at an established academic surgical program but am cut from the cloth of steel mill workers and coal miners. Growing up in rural West Virginia inspired to provide excellent clinical surgical care to my patients but also impact broader rural patient populations through studying access and quality of surgical care for rural patients. The opportunity to participate in the FIT Program would help me grow an established relationship with a vascular surgeon who has significant experience working in rural quality and access to vascular surgical care. Participating in the program will help me build out my research armamentarium to work towards my personal academic mission. 		Quality and Process Improvement;Health Equity;Outcomes Research;		Aortic;Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;Amputation;		Understanding the current state of differences in access to and quality of surgical care for rural vs. non-rural patient populations with aortic aneurysms and PAD. I am also interested in improving screening for aortic aneurysms, particularly for rural patient populations who have unique challenges in obtaining screening-level care.		Unknown;		Undecided;		Identified Mentor at Different Location		Samantha Minc, Samantha.Minc@wvumedicine.org, West Virginia University 		White/Caucasian;		Prefer to Self-Describe		Male		Dr. Minc and I have already discussed the potential for being paired together as mentor/mentee in the FIT Program, and we are both highly enthusiastic at the opportunity to work together through this form of programming. Additionally, while we are not at the same institution, during the time I would be a Fellow in the Program, it would be during my dedicated two years of research time at Michigan, which would lend well to ensuring there is ample time to work together on research work and building our mentor/mentee relationship. 

		Lara Lopes		Northwestern University - Vascular Surgery Integrated		PGY-3		My goal is to be a successful an academic vascular surgeon dedicated to Peripheral Arterial Disease (PAD) patients. The VQI-FIT is a unique opportunity to learn about how to identify and implement best practices in patient care, refine my leadership skills and connect with other quality advocates in vascular surgery. During my participation in the program, I plan to investigate the correlation between social determinants of care—specifically, nutrition and geographic location—and PAD surgery outcomes. Ultimately, I aim to catalyze my career by contributing to the Vascular community with new strategies that promote better outcomes for PAD surgery.		Quality and Process Improvement;Outcomes Research;		Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;		We seek to examine the correlation between living in areas of limited food access and/or low-income geographic areas and outcomes following revascularization for peripheral arterial disease.		SUPRA;INFRA;OAAA;PVI;CEA;CAS;AMPUTATION;TEVAR;EVAR;VUR;VSR;		PVI;INFRA;SUPRA;		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Ashley Vavra; ashley.vavra@nm.org; Northwestern University; Chicago		Hispanic, Latinx, or Spanish;		Hispanic/Latino		Female

		Lindsey A. Olivere		University of Pittsburgh Medical Center (UPMC)		PGY3		I plan to work as a vascular surgeon-scientist focused on delivery of high-quality limb salvage care. I am pursuing a masters degree in Implementation Science to better understand how healthcare system policies, provider level decision-making, and patient understanding affect PAD care. I want to leverage VQI data in concert with my developing expertise in implementation of evidence-based care to better understand patient outcomes at both an institutional and national level. Critically, I hope the fellowship will help me learn to appropriately conduct Quality Improvement projects to further my career goals of improving and leading multidisciplinary, patient-centered limb salvage care.		Specific Vascular Disease ;Quality and Process Improvement;Health Equity;		Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;Amputation;		Recent studies of ERAS-based amputation pathways show decreased LOS and improved outcomes like faster time to ambulation. Institutional data demonstrate high rates of amputation among CLTI patients undergoing both PVI and infrainguinal bypass. I plan to implement an institutional QI project establishing a post-amputation care pathway to centralize and improve care delivery to amputees. 		CAS;CEA;EVAR;TEVAR;INFRA;SUPRA;PVI;OAAA;AV ACCESS;IVC;VSR;		PVI;INFRA;SUPRA;		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Michael Madigan MD, madiganmc@upmc.edu, University of Pittsburgh Medical Center		White/Caucasian;		Prefer to Self-Describe		Female		I will be co-mentored by my UPMC site mentor, Dr. Michael Madigan, as well as Dr. Samantha Minc  (West Virginia University; Virginias Vascular Study Group) who has expertise in both VQI and quality improvement, specifically as it relates to high value care delivery to PAD patients and amputees.

		Lorela Weise		Loyola University Medical Center, Integrated Vascular Surgery Residency		PGY3		My career goals is for an academic appointment as a vascular surgeon in program that practices the full spectrum of vascular surgery and utilizes multidisciplinary teams to carry out there management of complex and challenging disease processes. I hope to specialize in reconstruction and interventions of supra-aortic and visceral branches of aorta, and thoracic and abdominal aorta.

Quality Fellowship in Training Program would provide me with the familiarity with the registry and data available required to develop quality questions, and methods to answer them. 		Specific Vascular Disease ;Outcomes Research;Health Equity;		Carotid Artery Disease;Aortic;Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;		I hope to look at the TEVAR-Complex aortic dataset to determine the efficacy of petticoat placement, and its association with 30 day mortality.		CAS;CEA;TEVAR;OAAA;EVAR;		Undecided;OAAA;TEVAR;SUPRA;EVAR;CAS;CEA;VV;		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Matthew Blecha, Matthew.Blecha@lumc.edu, Loyola University Medical Center		White/Caucasian;		Prefer to Self-Describe		Female		None

		Menna Hegazi 		University of California, Irvine		3		My goal is to work at an academic institution and serve underserved populations, both domestically and internationally. I believe it’s vital to constantly assess our outcomes in order to improve, grow and change practice when appropriate. Data has emerged regarding health inequity in underserved populations, and it’s an area I am passionate about pursuing. I hope that by participating in the Quality FIT Program, I will be able to learn from colleagues around the country and grow the tools I need to be able to identify areas of improvement and create multidisciplinary task forces to solve those issues.		Health Equity;Quality and Process Improvement;Outcomes Research;		Carotid Artery Disease;Hemodialysis;Aortic;		My research would focus on evaluating the presence and clinical significance of social, racial, economic, and insurance disparities in dialysis access. Specifically, I would evaluate rates of graft vs fistula construction, lead time to first intervention, number of interventions performed, and patency rates of dialysis access in different populations. 		PVI;INFRA;AV ACCESS;CAS;CEA;EVAR;TEVAR;		CAS;CEA;PVI;INFRA;AV ACCESS;TEVAR;EVAR;		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Nii-Kabu Kabutey, nkabutey@hs.uci.edu, University of California, Irvine		Middle Eastern or North African;				Female		I will be participating in a research year for 2024-2025 at University of California, Irvine, and I believe that this fellowship would be a great opportunity to enrich my academic pursuits during this year.
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		Trainee Name		Email		Name		Email		Center		Region

		Vinay Bhushan Lakki		Lakki, Vinay Bhushan Reddy <VinayBhushanReddyLakki@creighton.edu>		Abhishek Singh		abhishek.singh514@commonspirit.org		Creighton University Med Center		MID-AMERICA VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Lara Lopes		laraminchillo@gmail.com		Ashley Vavra		Vavra, Ashley <Ashley.Vavra@nm.org>		Northwestern Memorial Hospital 		MID-AMERICA VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Gabrielle Rieth		Gabrielle Rieth <gabrielle.rieth@gmail.com>		Matthew Corrierre		mcorrier@med.umich.edu		Wexner		MICHIGAN VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Karan Chawla		Karan Chawla <Karan.Chawla001@luhs.org>		 Matthew Blecha		Matthew Blecha <Matthew.Blecha@lumc.edu>		Integrated Vascular Surgery Loyola Medical Center		MID-AMERICA VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Falen Demsas		fdemsas@mgh.harvard.edu		Nikoalas Zacharias		nzacharias@mgh.harvard.edu		Massachusetts General Hospital		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF NEW ENGLAND

		Angela Danielle Sickels		adsickels@uabmc.edu		Adam Beck		awbeck@uabmc.edu		University Of Alabama Medical Center		SOUTHEASTERN VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Isaac Naazie		isaacnaa@buffalo.edu		Linda Harris		lmharris@buffalo.edu		Buffalo General Medical Center		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF GREATER NEW YORK

		Christopher Chow		chris.yu.chow@gmail.com						University of Miami

		Justin Jay Bader		Bader, Justin <jay.bader@yale.edu>		Cassius Chaar, MD		cassius.chaar@yale.edu		Yale New Haven Hospital		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF NEW ENGLAND

		Guillermo Polanco Serra		Polanco Serra, Guillermo <gpolanc1@hfhs.org>				krountr1@hfhs.org		Henry Ford Health		MICHIGAN VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Camila Guetter		Guetter, Camila R  (BIDMC - Surgery) <cguetter@bidmc.harvard.edu>		Marc L. Schermerhorn		mscherme@bidmc.harvard.edu		Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF NEW ENGLAND

		Brandon Gaston		Gaston, Brandon T.,MD <BGASTON@MGH.HARVARD.EDU>		Nikoalas Zacharias		nzacharias@mgh.harvard.edu		Massachusetts General Hospital - Integrated Training Program		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF NEW ENGLAND

		Guaurang Joshi		gaurangjoshi@gmail.com		Marc Schermerhorn		mcsherm@bidmc.harvard.edu		Thomas Jefferson University		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF NEW ENGLAND

		Lisa Vi		Lisa Vi <lisa.vi@mail.utoronto.ca>		Dr. Miranda Witheford 		miranda.witheford@uhn.ca		University Health Network, Toronto, ON		CANADIAN VASCULAR QUALITY INITIATIVE

		Chinmayee Potti		Potti, Chinmayee <Chinmayee.Potti@osumc.edu>		Dr. Mounir Haurani		mounir.haurani@osumc.edu		The Ohio State University		GREAT LAKES VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Irina Kanzafarova		Irina_Kanzafarova@URMC.Rochester.edu		Michael Stoner		michael_stoner@URMC.Rochester.edu		University of Rochester, Rochester, NY		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF GREATER NEW YORK

		Ioannis Tsouknidas		tsouknidasioannis@gmail.com		Main Line Health's subsidiary, Main Line Hospitals, Inc. - Lankenau Medical Center				Lankenau Medical Center, Wynnewood, PA

		Michael Chaney		michael.chaney@wmed.edu		University of Michigan				Western Michigan University 

		Menna Hegazi 		mennatallahegazi@outlook.com		Nii-Kabu Kabutey, nkabutey@hs.uci.edu, University of California, Irvine		Nii-Kabu Kabutey, nkabutey@hs.uci.edu				SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA VASCULAR OUTCOMES IMPROVEMENT COLLABORATIVE (VOICE)

		Lindsey A. Olivere		oliverel@upmc.edu		Michael Madigan		madiganmc@upmc.edu		UPP Vascular Surgery		GREAT LAKES VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Lorela Weise		lorela.weise@luhs.org		Matthew Blecha		Matthew Blecha <Matthew.Blecha@lumc.edu>		Loyola University Medical Center, Integrated Vascular Surgery Residency		MID-AMERICA VASCULAR STUDY GROUP
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		FIT Fellow		FIT Mentor		Center		Region

		Lisa Vi		Dr. Miranda Witheford 		University Health Network, Toronto, ON		CANADIAN VASCULAR QUALITY INITIATIVE

		Chinmayee Potti		Dr. Mounir Haurani		The Ohio State University		GREAT LAKES VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Lindsey A. Olivere		Michael Madigan		UPP Vascular Surgery		GREAT LAKES VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Gabrielle Rieth		Matthew Corrierre		Wexner		MICHIGAN VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Guillermo Polanco Serra		Pending Match		Henry Ford Health		MICHIGAN VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Michael Chaney		Pending Match		Western Michigan University 		MICHIGAN VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Vinay Bhushan Lakki		Abhishek Singh		Creighton University Med Center		MID-AMERICA VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Lara Lopes		Ashley Vavra		Northwestern Memorial Hospital 		MID-AMERICA VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Karan Chawla		 Matthew Blecha		Integrated Vascular Surgery Loyola Medical Center		MID-AMERICA VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Lorela Weise		Matthew Blecha		Loyola University Medical Center, Integrated Vascular Surgery Residency		MID-AMERICA VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Ioannis Tsouknidas		Pending Match		Lankenau Medical Center		MID-ATLANTIC VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Angela Danielle Sickels		Adam Beck		University Of Alabama Medical Center		SOUTHEASTERN VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Menna Hegazi 		Nii-Kabu Kabutey		University of California, Irvine		SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA VASCULAR OUTCOMES IMPROVEMENT COLLABORATIVE (VOICE)

		Isaac Naazie		Linda Harris		Buffalo General Medical Center		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF GREATER NEW YORK

		Irina Kanzafarova		Michael Stoner		University of Rochester, Rochester, NY		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF GREATER NEW YORK

		Falen Demsas		Nikoalas Zacharias		Massachusetts General Hospital		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF NEW ENGLAND

		Justin Jay Bader		Cassius Chaar, MD		Yale New Haven Hospital		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF NEW ENGLAND

		Camila Guetter		Marc L. Schermerhorn		Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF NEW ENGLAND

		Brandon Gaston		Nikoalas Zacharias		Massachusetts General Hospital - Integrated Training Program		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF NEW ENGLAND

		Guaurang Joshi		Marc Schermerhorn		Thomas Jefferson University		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF NEW ENGLAND
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		FIT Mentor		FIT Fellow		Center

		Dr. Miranda Witheford 		Lisa Vi		University Health Network, Toronto, ON

		Dr. Matthew Corrierre		Chinmayee Potti		The Ohio State University

		Dr. Michael Madigan		Lindsey A. Olivere		UPP Vascular Surgery

		Dr. Matthew Corrierre		Gabrielle Rieth		The Ohio State University

		Dr. Pouya Entezami		Guillermo Polanco Serra		Henry Ford Health				penteza1@hfhs.org

		Dr. Jason Ryan		Michael Chaney		Western Michigan University 				Jason.Ryan@ascension.org

		Dr. Abhishek Singh		Vinay Bhushan Lakki		Creighton University Med Center

		Dr. Ashley Vavra		Lara Lopes		Northwestern Memorial Hospital 

		Dr.  Matthew Blecha		Karan Chawla		Integrated Vascular Surgery Loyola Medical Center

		Dr. Matthew Blecha		Lorela Weise		Loyola University Medical Center, Integrated Vascular Surgery Residency

		Dr. Robert Meisner		Ioannis Tsouknidas		Lankenau Medical Center				Meisner, Robert, MD <MeisnerR@MLHS.ORG>

		Dr. Adam Beck		Angela Danielle Sickels		University Of Alabama Medical Center

		Dr. Nii-Kabu Kabutey		Menna Hegazi 		University of California, Irvine

		Dr. Linda Harris		Isaac Naazie		Buffalo General Medical Center

		Dr. Michael Stoner		Irina Kanzafarova		University of Rochester, Rochester, NY

		Dr. Nikolaos Zacharias		Falen Demsas		Massachusetts General Hospital

		Dr. Cassius Chaar		Justin Jay Bader		Yale New Haven Hospital

		Dr. Marc  Schermerhorn		Camila Guetter		Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center

		Dr. Nikolaos Zacharias		Brandon Gaston		Massachusetts General Hospital - Integrated Training Program

		Dr. Marc Schermerhorn		Guaurang Joshi		Thomas Jefferson University
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2024 Applicant

		Trainee Name		Blinded number		Email		Secondary email		Total Scorecard
		Survey		CV		Reference		Reference		Attestation		Identified Mentor		Name		Email		Center		Region		Notes

		Vinay Bhushan Lakki		2		Lakki, Vinay Bhushan Reddy <VinayBhushanReddyLakki@creighton.edu>		vinay.corduroy@gmail.com		24/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Abhishek Singh		abhishek.singh514@commonspirit.org		Creighton University Med Center		MID-AMERICA VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Lara Lopes		24		laraminchillo@gmail.com				28/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Ashley Vavra		Vavra, Ashley <Ashley.Vavra@nm.org>		Northwestern Memorial Hospital 		MID-AMERICA VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Gabrielle Rieth		4		Gabrielle Rieth <gabrielle.rieth@gmail.com>				30/30		x		x		x		x		x		N		Wexner		Matthew Corrierre

		Imran Javed		3		imran javed <doctorimranjaved@yahoo.com>						x		x		x		x		x		N

		Karan Chawla		8		Karan Chawla <Karan.Chawla001@luhs.org>		Chawlakn@gmail.com		24/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Bernadette Aulivola Matthew Blecha		BAulivola@lumc.edu				MID-AMERICA VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Falen Demsas		7		fdemsas@mgh.harvard.edu				26/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Nikoalas Zacharias		nzacharias@mgh.harvard.edu		Massachusetts General Hospital		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF NEW ENGLAND

		Angela Danielle Sickels		9		adsickels@uabmc.edu				28/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Adam Beck		awbeck@uabmc.edu		University Of Alabama Medical Center		SOUTHEASTERN VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Isaac Naazie		5		isaacnaa@buffalo.edu				30/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Linda Harris		lmharris@buffalo.edu		Buffalo General Medical Center		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF GREATER NEW YORK

		Mohit Bhalla		1-Not a Candidate		mobhalla1@gmail.com						x

		Christopher Chow		6,20-FIT Year 2		chris.yu.chow@gmail.com				year 2		x

		Justin Jay Bader		13		Bader, Justin <jay.bader@yale.edu>				27/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Cassius Chaar, MD		cassius.chaar@yale.edu		Yale New Haven Hospital

		Guillermo Polanco Serra		15		Polanco Serra, Guillermo <gpolanc1@hfhs.org>				30/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Dr. Kaitlyn Rountree		krountr1@hfhs.org		Henry Ford Health

		Camila Guetter		18		Guetter, Camila R  (BIDMC - Surgery) <cguetter@bidmc.harvard.edu>				30/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Marc L. Schermerhorn		mscherme@bidmc.harvard.edu		Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center

		Brandon Gaston		12		Gaston, Brandon T.,MD <BGASTON@MGH.HARVARD.EDU>				29/30		x		x		x		x		x		y		Nikoalas Zacharias		nzacharias@mgh.harvard.edu

		Guaurang Joshi		11		gaurangjoshi@gmail.com		Gaurang Joshi <Gaurang.Joshi@jefferson.edu>		29/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Marc Schermerhorn		mcsherm@bidmc.harvard.edu

		Lisa Vi		16		Lisa Vi <lisa.vi@mail.utoronto.ca>				30/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Dr. Miranda Witheford 		miranda.witheford@uhn.ca		University Health Network, Toronto, ON

		Chinmayee Potti		17		Potti, Chinmayee <Chinmayee.Potti@osumc.edu>				30/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Dr. Mounir Haurani		mounir.haurani@osumc.edu		The Ohio State University

		Irina Kanzafarova		21		Irina_Kanzafarova@URMC.Rochester.edu				26/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Michael Stoner		michael_stoner@URMC.Rochester.edu		University of Rochester, Rochester, NY

		Rebekah Bjorklund		19		rebekah.bjorklund@uttyler.edu						x										N						University of Texas Health Institute

		Ioannis Tsouknidas		14		tsouknidasioannis@gmail.com				24/30		x		x		x		x		x		N		Main Line Health's subsidiary, Main Line Hospitals, Inc. - Lankenau Medical Center				Lankenau Medical Center, Wynnewood, PA

		Michael Chaney		22		michael.chaney@wmed.edu				25/30		x		x		x		x		x		N		University of Michigan

		Cody Lendon Mullens 		23		codymu@med.umich.edu						x

		Menna Hegazi 		27		mennatallahegazi@outlook.com				30/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Nii-Kabu Kabutey, nkabutey@hs.uci.edu, University of California, Irvine

		Lindsey A. Olivere		25		oliverel@upmc.edu				29/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Michael Madigan

		Lorela Weise		26		lorela.weise@luhs.org				28/30		x		x		x		x		x		Y		Matthew Blecha		Matthew Blecha <Matthew.Blecha@lumc.edu>

		Samadashvili ketino		10								X										N
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Survey Responses

		Applicant Name		Training Program		PGY 		Personal Statement		Area of Interest (Max 3)		If Specific Vascular Disease Chosen, select additional		Research v Quality		Center VQI Registries		Registry to use for FIT Project		Mentor		Mentor Information		Race		Ethnicity		Birth Sex		Additional Information

		Mohit Bhalla		University of Florida - Jacksonville		PGY-3		I fell in love with vascular surgery after participating innately in the intricate and delicate balance of open and endovascular surgery techniques. The pursuit and passion were quite natural in guiding me towards vascular fellowship; and a long career in the field. I am hopeful to use the Quality Fellowship in training program to expand my reach to the vulnerable population of patients we treat on a daily basis. Regardless of class, sex, age, disease process, there is always something to learn and I am determined to usher in a new era for vascular surgery, always with steadiness and integrity.		"Specific Vascular Disease ","Outcomes Research","Clinical Research"		Aortic","Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease","Carotid Artery Disease		I hope to bridge the gap between our vulnerable populations who may not have a strong support system. To do this, I wish to research and implement procedures using novel techniques and technologies that can have long-term success with minimal follow-up required.		"Unknown		INFRA","TEVAR","EVAR","PVI","OAAA","SUPRA","CAS","CEA		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Dr. Henry Veldenz/ Dr. James Dennis. Henry.Veldenz@jax.ufl.edu / James.Dennis@jax.ufl.edu		Asian/Asian Indian		Prefer Not to Disclose		Male

		Vinay Bhushan Reddy Lakki		Creighton University		4		I aspire to become a proficient practitioner in carotid disease management, dedicated to advancing vascular interventions like carotid stenting. Participation in the Quality Fellowship in Training Program is crucial for honing skills in procedural excellence, patient safety, and quality assurance specific to carotid stenting. The program's focus on evidence-based practices, mentorship, and collaborative learning aligns seamlessly with the applicant's career goals. By engaging with experts and staying abreast of the latest advancements, as a trainee interested in Vascular Neurology, I aim to elevate their competency, ensuring optimal patient outcomes and contributing to the continuous improvement of carotid stenting procedures.		Quality and Process Improvement","Clinical Research","Outcomes Research"		Carotid Artery Disease		Quality improvement project to implement a critical patient selection criteria based on anatomical and clinical variables to improve outcomes of Carotid artery stenting and minimize periprocedural stroke, access-related complications, nerve injury and death.		CAS		CAS		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Abhishek Singh; Mentor email "abhishek.singh514@commonspirit.org"; Location/Center: Creighton University Med Center,7500 Mercy Rd, Omaha, NE 68124		Asian/Asian Indian		Prefer Not to Disclose		Male

		Dr Imran Javed		Vascular Surgery		2		MBBS FCPS SURGERY FELLOWSHIP VASCULAR SURGERY		Clinical Research","Specific Vascular Disease		Venous","Carotid Artery Disease","Amputation		PAD RESEARCH		TEVAR","EVAR","AMPUTATION		CEA","INFRA","CAS		No Mentor Identified		n/a		Asian/Asian Indian		Prefer Not to Disclose		Male

		Gabrielle Rieth		Albany Medical Center General Surgery		5		Medical and surgical care is becoming more personalized as research advancements have allowed for examination of individual patient genomics and microbiomes. I'm interested in exploring whether these individual patient factors are modifiable prior to surgery to result in optimal postop outcomes and either improved survival or delayed time to amputation because the success of an operative intervention is ultimately the result of preoperative optimization, intraoperative surgical technique and ideal anesthesia care, and postoperative management. Participating in the VQI FIT program will afford me the opportunity to examine national databases and begin this work.		Outcomes Research","Quality and Process Improvement","Specific Vascular Disease 		Aortic","Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease		I'd like to apply concepts from trauma literature in a way that can improve vascular patients' outcomes, specifically using thromboelastography both preoperatively and intraoperatively to correct iatrogenic coagulopathies and how that may decrease length of stay, time to discharge to home vs. rehab, and decreased rates of surgical site infections.		CAS","CEA","PVI","OAAA","INFRA","SUPRA","AV ACCESS","AMPUTATION","IVC","VMC","VSR","VUR","VV","EVAR","TEVAR"]		OAAA","EVAR","TEVAR"		No Mentor Identified		n/a		White/Caucasian		Prefer Not to Disclose		Female		I'm one of the incoming Trauma / Surgical Critical Care fellows at The Ohio State University for the year 2024 - 2025 and will be using at least part of that time to learn how to cannulate for ECMO and troubleshoot both VA and VV ECMO patients. I chose this pathway with the express purpose of eventually applying that skill set to managing aortic patients that may require ECMO support both during and after surgery. My ultimate goal is to retain board certifications in general surgery, surgical critical care, and vascular surgery with an academic practice that focuses on quality improvement in postop vascular outcomes.

		Isaac Naazie		University at Buffalo Integrated Vascular surgery residency		2		With a passion for outcomes and quality improvement research, I hold an MPH from Johns Hopkins, specializing in statistics and epidemiology for clinical research. My track record includes executing and publishing impactful quality improvement research using VQI data. Eager to further my research in residency, my ultimate goal is to become an academic vascular surgeon, mentoring others in quality improvement. The Quality Fellowship in Training Program presents a unique opportunity for formal quality improvement training and sustained research engagement, propelling me towards achieving my aspirations, and contributing to advancements in the field to improve patient care		Clinical Research","Outcomes Research","Quality and Process Improvement"		Aortic","Carotid Artery Disease","Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease		During the Quality Fellowship, I aim to investigate the comparative effectiveness of vascular disease treatment modalities, identify predictors of adverse outcomes, and assess demographic groups (gender, race etc) with divergent outcomes in vascular diseases and procedures		EVAR","SUPRA","INFRA","OAAA","PVI","CEA","CAS","TEVAR"		CAS","CEA","PVI","OAAA","INFRA","SUPRA","TEVAR","EVAR		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Dr linda Harris, lharris@kaleidahealth.org, University at Buffalo		Black/African American		n/a		Male

		Christopher Chow		University of Miami		2		I would like to continue my work that I started this year looking at quality improvement for carotid artery disease.		Outcomes Research","Specific Vascular Disease ","Quality and Process Improvement"		Carotid Artery Disease		I hope to identify clinically relevant practice patterns of carotid artery stenting and TCAR in uncommon conditions.		CAS		CAS		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Bornak, Arash; ABornak@med.miami.edu; university of miami		Asian/Asian Indian		n/a		Male		Non-hispanic

		Falen Demsas		Integrated Vascular Surgery		2		I aspire to become an academic surgeon dedicated to reducing disparities in health outcomes and improving the overall well-being of marginalized populations. To do so, I aim to leverage quality improvement methodologies to enhance access and equity in patient care. The Quality Fellowship in Training Program offers a structured curriculum, mentorship, and hands-on experience in quality improvement methodologies, which align perfectly with my career goals. Participation in this program will provide invaluable opportunities to apply theoretical knowledge to real-world scenarios, collaborate with experts in the field, and contribute meaningfully to enhancing healthcare delivery. I hope to gain expertise in quality improvement strategies and leadership, enabling me to drive positive change in healthcare systems and advance health equity.		"Health Equity","Outcomes Research","Quality and Process Improvement		Aortic","Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease","Amputation		How can we implement culturally competent care practices in surgical settings to reduce disparities in surgical outcomes among underserved populations?		Unknown		PVI","OAAA","INFRA","SUPRA","AMPUTATION","AV ACCESS","TEVAR","EVAR		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Nikoalas Zacharias		Black/African American		n/a		Female

		Karan Chawla		Integrated Vascular Surgery Loyola Medical Center		1		Quality and practice improvement research is central to improving care for our patients. With new vascular technologies and interventions, we need to understand the long-term outcomes for our patients. My goal for this program is to achieve meaningful quality improvement data while also honing my skills to continue this work as I have done in the past. By participating early in my career, I will further strengthen my understanding of quality improvement by gaining methodologies and experiences through this program.		Outcomes Research","Clinical Research","Specific Vascular Disease		Aortic","Carotid Artery Disease		I am particularly interested in TAAA and carotid disease and outcomes related to differing interventions and outcomes when comparing academic centers.		"TEVAR","EVAR","Unknown","PVI"		Undecided		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Bernadette Aulivola		Asian/Asian Indian		n/a		Male

		Angela Danielle Sickels		University of Alabama at Birmingham Integrated Vascular Residency		PGY-3 (Year 1/2 dedicated research)		My goal is to become an academic vascular surgeon with a high caliber clinical practice and involvement in quality improvement and outcomes research. I view both elements as essential and complementary to one another in my career. Therefore, I am seeking to gain expertise in large database curation and analysis to answer important clinical questions, which will enhance the practice of vascular surgery and improve care, survival, and quality of life for patients. Furthermore, I am excited to interface with other quality improvement leaders, identify areas of collaboration, and learn how to be a mentor and leader in this realm.		Clinical Research","Outcomes Research","Quality and Process Improvement"		Aortic","Carotid Artery Disease","Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease		One question I hope to address is what is the optimal threshold diameter to electively repair AAA in women, given that they experience higher morbidity and rupture rates than men? We will use VQI data in a propensity matched study with data from the NVR to strengthen this analysis.		CAS","CEA","INFRA","SUPRA","OAAA","TEVAR","EVAR","VV","VSR","AMPUTATION		CAS","CEA","OAAA","INFRA","SUPRA","TEVAR","EVAR","VV","VSR","AMPUTATION		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Adam Beck, awbeck@uabmc.edu, University of Alabama at Birmingham		"White/Caucasian"		n/a		Female

		Samadashvili ketino		Vascular disease		Vascular		High quality skils		Specific Vascular Disease ;		Venous;Carotid Artery Disease;Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;		Treatmet specific for venous and arterial disease		IVC;AMPUTATION;PVI;CEA;CAS;INFRA;SUPRA;EVAR;TEVAR;		CEA;IVC;		No Mentor Identified		I have not mentor		White/Caucasian;		Prefer to Self-Describe		Female		Yes

		Gaurang Joshi		Thomas Jefferson University		PGY 6 - First year fellow		I envision myself performing clinical outcomes research and quality improvement projects. My past research experiences have included manually generated databases, but not large national databases. Most recently, I was given the opportunity by my chairman to help formulate guidelines for the SVS on prophylaxis and management of intraabdominal and thoracic vascular grafts with a national team. I am enthusiastic about this and it inspired me continue advancing in clinical outcomes and quality initiative projects. The FIT program would enable me do so, and work with VQI which is not available at my institution.		Clinical Research;Outcomes Research;Specific Vascular Disease ;		Venous;Aortic;Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;		What is the ideal graft (off the shelf) to promote the best outcomes in endovascular repair for ruptured AAA.		Unknown;		OAAA;EVAR;PVI;		No Mentor Identified		n/a		Asian/Asian Indian;		Prefer to Self-Describe		Male		In specific for my research, would want to explore variables such as radiation dosage, time in the OR, contrast used, access site size and complications, cost of entire procedure, post operative outcomes in hospitalization stay and 1 and 3 months out.

		Brandon Gaston		Massachusetts General Hospital - Integrated Training Program		4		My research background is in tissue engineering and medical device development, however, during clinical training I have developed a new interest in healthcare outcomes and quality research. I have explored this interest through QI initiatives regarding readmission reduction and I am now helping lead my division’s QI program. I am applying to the FIT fellowship to gain experience using large databases to address clinical research questions. The mentorship and experience gained through the FIT program will help me achieve my career goal of combining data analysis with innovation to find novel ways to study and address drivers of healthcare outcomes.		Quality and Process Improvement;Outcomes Research;Cost and Comparative Effectiveness  ;		Aortic;Carotid Artery Disease;Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;		Frailty scores have been linked to adverse outcomes after vascular surgery surgery.. Several scores exist but It remains unclear how these scores perform against each other in predicting outcomes. I would like to perform a retrospective head-to-head comparison of frailty calculators for predicting outcomes, length of stay, and readmission.		CAS;CEA;EVAR;TEVAR;INFRA;SUPRA;PVI;		Undecided;		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Nikolaos Zacharias, MD, nzacharias@mgh.harvard.edu, MGH		White/Caucasian;		Prefer to Self-Describe		Male

		Justin "Jay" Bader		Yale General Surgery Residency		PGY2		I hope to ultimately pursue an academic career in both vascular surgery and research. The FIT program provides an opportunity to gain invaluable mentorship and guidance on my vascular research. Additionally, I am excited to meet and collaborate with other FIT Fellows on research ideas and projects. I am working on a few vascular projects now, and I am excited to solidify and publish these projects as part of the FIT program. The timing for this program is perfect as I am an enthusiastic, current PGY2 resident who will be entering 2 years of dedicated research time starting July 2024.		Clinical Research;Outcomes Research;Quality and Process Improvement;		Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;Hemodialysis;		Postcontrast acute kidney injury (PC-AKI) is a common complication of peripheral vascular intervention and is associated with higher mortality. Using patient databases and known predictive risk factors, I am working with statisticians to design and build a model to predict the risk of PC-AKI depending on volume of contrast given.		CAS;CEA;OAAA;PVI;INFRA;SUPRA;TEVAR;EVAR;		Undecided;		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Cassius Chaar, MD... Email: cassius.chaar@yale.edu... Location: Yale New Haven Hospital		Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander;Asian/Asian Indian;White/Caucasian;				Male		I am a very motivated and eager surgery resident who will be entering 2 years of dedicated research time starting July 2024. The FIT program provides extraordinary mentorship and a unique opportunity for me to collaborate with others in my field. I truly believe that the FIT program would be my catalyst in a very exciting journey through vascular surgery. I would cherish the opportunity to show you my excitement and passion for vascular surgery research.

		Ioannis Tsouknidas		General Surgery Residency, Lankenau Medical Center, Wynnewood, PA		PGY-3		Becoming a Vascular surgeon has been a dream for many years now. As a PGY-3, I am applying next year for fellowship, and I believe that participate in the FIT program will help me towards this goal. Through this process, I anticipate to learn more Vascular surgery, be productive, and expand my network in the community. 		Cost and Comparative Effectiveness  ;Quality and Process Improvement;Specific Vascular Disease ;		Carotid Artery Disease;Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;Aortic;		Limb preservation is one of the topics that I am highly interested. Indications, different techniques, results are some of the questions that have really been bothering me, and I hope to study through this process 		Unknown;		EVAR;CEA;CAS;INFRA;SUPRA;AV ACCESS;AMPUTATION;TEVAR;		No Mentor Identified		n/a		White/Caucasian;		Prefer to Self-Describe		Male		I am very excited to participate in the FIT Program and I am looking forward to meeting my mentor and the rest of the team.

		Guillermo Polanco Serra		Henry Ford Health - Macomb Hospital		PGY2		As an aspiring vascular surgeon, I aim to integrate cutting-edge technologies, particularly in the realm of peripheral vascular disease, into my practice. However, I recognize the significance of evaluating the impact of these innovations on patients and identifying cost-effective approaches to enhance their quality of life. Through my participation in programs like VQI/FIT, I anticipate acquiring the expertise to leverage registries for assessing patient outcomes following various interventions. Moreover, I aspire to be an active advocate for patients of underrepresented groups and improve access to treatment options for these patients.		Outcomes Research;Cost and Comparative Effectiveness  ;Health Equity;		Hemodialysis;Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;		I want to assess how new available procedures (intraluminal lithotripsy, DCBs) if there is a decrease in the number of interventions required over time, and therefore a decrease in healthcare costs for patients. Additionally, I am interested in assessing if they are being used to extend hemodialysis access with fewer interventions.  		Unknown;		PVI;AV ACCESS;		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Dr. Kaitlyn Rountree; krountr1@hfhs.org; Henry Ford Health		Hispanic, Latinx, or Spanish;		Hispanic/Latino		Male

		Lisa Vi		Vascular Surgery - University of Toronto 		1		As a first-year resident, I have quickly grasped the profound impact of social factors on our patient population. Factors like socioeconomic status significantly influence issues such as smoking cessation. My career aspirations include elucidating how social factors affect patient care and how we, as providers, can create initiatives for better advocacy and support; Essentially, how we can utilize principles of QI to create changes in patient care. This fellowship program presents a pivotal opportunity for mentorship, networking, and career advancement in QI within vascular surgery. I am confident this training will help me achieve my career goals. 		Health Equity;Quality and Process Improvement;Specific Vascular Disease ;		Aortic;Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;		Homelessness is a prevalent issue in North America, affecting 550,000-600,000 Americans nightly. Unhoused individuals face a disproportionate burden of cardiovascular disease, yet few studies have described their outcomes following vascular surgery. Investigating patient outcomes following surgery is crucial for ensuring long-term health and advocating for better care within our specialty.		Unknown;		EVAR;OAAA;INFRA;SUPRA;PVI;		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Dr. Miranda Witheford - University Health Network, Toronto, ON. miranda.witheford@uhn.ca		Asian/Asian Indian;		Prefer Not to Disclose		Female		I aim to pursue a master's degree during my residency via the Surgeon Scientist Training Program. This entails a two-year hiatus from clinical duties in the third year for dedicated research. My master's research will leverage the VQI database to address geographic disparities and devise initiatives for enhanced patient care. This fellowship would provide me with invaluable skills and opportunities to establish fundamental principles in quality improvement, laying the groundwork for success in my master's program. Thank you for your consideration.

		Chinmayee Potti		Vascular Surgery Fellowship at The Ohio State University		PGY 6		My goal is to enhance patient outcomes through focus on quality improvement. I aspire to help develop a holistic multidisciplinary approach to vascular surgery by fostering collaboration between vascular surgeons and primary care providers at the community level. I am passionate about optimizing care processes and implementing evidence-based practices. The Quality Fellowship in Training Program offers the ideal platform to refine my skills, equipping me with expertise and network to empower this idea. I am eager to collaborate with mentors and peers, gaining invaluable insights to elevate my commitment to excellence in vascular surgery, ultimately advancing patient-centered care.
		Health Equity;Quality and Process Improvement;Outcomes Research;		Aortic;Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;Amputation;		Amongst patients who present with severe late-stage aortic and peripheral arterial disease, how does their regional distance from a high volume center for aortic surgery, insurance coverage (public vs. private), access and type of primary care provider affect their outcomes? Can earlier referrals or improved screening reduce complications?		CAS;CEA;PVI;OAAA;INFRA;SUPRA;AMPUTATION;IVC;TEVAR;EVAR;		OAAA;PVI;INFRA;SUPRA;AMPUTATION;TEVAR;EVAR;		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Dr. Mounir Haurani, mounir.haurani@osumc.edu, The Ohio State University		Asian/Asian Indian;				Female		My initial encounter with the unaddressed community of peripheral arterial disease was when I worked on a World Diabetes Foundation project as a medical student assessing prevalence in a rural community in India, where I am from. One aspect of the project was outreach and education in this community. Since then I have recognized that this is a social problem that needs to be addressed before it comes to the surgeon’s attention. I seek mentorship and experience in identifying barriers and solutions to this problem, which this platform will provide me with.

		Camila Roginski Guetter		Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center		PGY3		I am a third-year general surgery resident, interested in pursuing a career in academic vascular surgery. I am interested in performing outcomes research in vascular surgery using large databases to improve patient outcomes. I aim to expand my knowledge on quality improvement data and initiatives as part of my professional development years in residency, and to combine those skills with those I will obtain during my PhD in Clinical Epidemiology to perform impactful research. I look forward to the mentorship of Dr. Schermerhorn, who is a leading expert in the field of aortic disease and clinical outcomes research using VQI.		Outcomes Research;Quality and Process Improvement;Specific Vascular Disease ;		Aortic;		To investigate the relationship between diabetes mellitus and antidiabetic medications, with changes in aneurysmal sac size post EVAR for abdominal aortic aneurysm. Studies suggest that diabetes has a protective role against aneurysmal sac increase, and that antidiabetic medications have an anti-inflammatory effect leading to slower rates of aneurysmal growth.		CAS;CEA;PVI;OAAA;INFRA;SUPRA;AMPUTATION;TEVAR;EVAR;		OAAA;TEVAR;EVAR;		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Marc L. Schermerhorn: mscherme@bidmc.harvard.edu; Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center; 110 Francis St # 5B, Boston, MA 02215		White/Caucasian;		Hispanic/Latino		Female		Before starting residency, I obtained a Masters in Public Health from the Johns Hopkins School of Public Health with a focus on Epidemiology and Biostatistics, which provided me with the skills to perform high-level quantitative outcomes research study design and data analysis. I will also be pursuing a PhD in Clinical Epidemiology at Harvard University starting in August 2024, with the goal of expanding my skillset on the field. I have previously worked with VQI databases for research projects and look forward to increasing my knowledge in VQI available data and quality improvement processes and to combine that with my epidemiology and biostatistics knowledge to lead and participate in high quality projects under the mentorship of Dr. Schermerhorn and the vascular surgery department at our institution.

		Rebekah Bjorklund		University of Texas Health Science Center at Tyler		2		As a general surgery trainee with the goal of becoming a vascular surgeon, this program would allow me to further my knowledge and establish professional connections while exposing me to industry best practices. Coming from a new surgical residency program, with limited research opportunity, it will equip me with the tools I need to further research at our institution and enhance my skills as a trainee. 		Cost and Comparative Effectiveness  ;Outcomes Research;Quality and Process Improvement;		Hemodialysis;Carotid Artery Disease;Amputation;		I hope to address and identify the costs associated with percutaneous arteriovenous fistulas vs open arteriovenous fistulas. Patients undergo many surgery and revisions when they require longer term hemodialysis access. I hope to address and identify these surgical interventions costs to this patient population. I also hope to address limb salvaging procedures versus amputation in a variety of patient populations.  		CAS;		CAS;AV ACCESS;Undecided;AMPUTATION;		No Mentor Identified		n/a		White/Caucasian;				Female

		Christopher Y. Chow		University of Miami		PGY2		I would like to continue conducting quality improvement projects in vascular surgery. The FIT program will provide me engagement in a like minded community where I can get feedback on my work. The monthly meetings have exposed me to new ideas and topics that other researchers in the field of vascular surgery are engaged in.		Outcomes Research;Quality and Process Improvement;Cost and Comparative Effectiveness  ;		Carotid Artery Disease;Aortic;		This cycle, I would like to analyze the effects of aortic and carotid anatomic variants on outcomes of carotid stenting and TCAR		CAS;		CAS;		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Dr. Arash Bornak, same as previous.		Asian/Asian Indian;		Prefer to Self-Describe		Male		Thank you for a rewarding first year.

		Irina Kanzafarova		University of Rochester, Integrated Vascular Surgery Residency program  		2		Since the middle of medical school, I have understood that great doctors not only treat their patients but also contribute their experience and wisdom in global healthcare by doing research and filling gaps in medical knowledge. I truly believe that doing quality improvement research using the VQI database will help me sharpen my research abilities and medical statistics skills, help our institution to find and analyze areas of improvement in patient care, and, ultimately, become a foundation of my future career as a surgeon-scientist. 		Outcomes Research;Quality and Process Improvement;Specific Vascular Disease ;		Carotid Artery Disease;Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;		1. Outcomes of infrainguinal bypass surgery with simultaneous distal outflow endovascular intervention vs standard infrainguinal bypass surgery 2. Contralateral carotid artery occlusion influence on TCAR, CEA, and CAS outcomes 3. Short- and long-term outcomes associated with ERAS protocol vs conventional management in patients undergoing infrainguinal bypass surgery (same for CFEA)		CAS;CEA;PVI;OAAA;INFRA;SUPRA;EVAR;TEVAR;AV ACCESS;AMPUTATION;IVC;VV;VSR;		CAS;CEA;PVI;INFRA;		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Michael C. Stoner, M.D., michael_stoner@URMC.Rochester.edu, University of Rochester, Rochester, NY		White/Caucasian;				Female		- Our institution is in process of implementation of ERAS protocols for patients with infrainguinal bypass surgery or CFEA - we are interested in comparing the outcomes of ERAS vs standard non-ERAS pathways in our institution. 
- Next year, as a third-year resident I will have a dedicated research month, which I hope to use productively for VQI research. Additionally, the whole next year schedule is more than compatible for extra-clinical activities. 

 

		Michael Chaney		Western Michigan University 		2		After completion of general surgery training I hope to do a fellowship at an academic minded vascular surgery program. I understand these programs are competitive and require research prior but feel that the FIT program will help me get started using the VQI database. I hope to complete a research project that will improve patient care in the realm of vascular surgery. 		Outcomes Research;Quality and Process Improvement;		Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;		I would like to see if the preoperative femoral and infrapopliteal GLASS scoring is predictive for amputation free survival and wound healing in patients undergoing proximal endovascular intervention only (ie iliac stenting). 		Unknown;		AMPUTATION;PVI;INFRA;		No Mentor Identified		n/a		White/Caucasian;		Prefer to Self-Describe		Male		While I am a general surgery resident I did dual apply to integrated vascular surgery. I have experience with the ACS NSQIP database and have been able to present at MVSS, EVS, VAM, and Veith. 

		Cody Lendon Mullens 		University of Michigan General Surgery Residency Program 		PGY3		I am a general surgery resident at an established academic surgical program but am cut from the cloth of steel mill workers and coal miners. Growing up in rural West Virginia inspired to provide excellent clinical surgical care to my patients but also impact broader rural patient populations through studying access and quality of surgical care for rural patients. The opportunity to participate in the FIT Program would help me grow an established relationship with a vascular surgeon who has significant experience working in rural quality and access to vascular surgical care. Participating in the program will help me build out my research armamentarium to work towards my personal academic mission. 		Quality and Process Improvement;Health Equity;Outcomes Research;		Aortic;Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;Amputation;		Understanding the current state of differences in access to and quality of surgical care for rural vs. non-rural patient populations with aortic aneurysms and PAD. I am also interested in improving screening for aortic aneurysms, particularly for rural patient populations who have unique challenges in obtaining screening-level care.		Unknown;		Undecided;		Identified Mentor at Different Location		Samantha Minc, Samantha.Minc@wvumedicine.org, West Virginia University 		White/Caucasian;		Prefer to Self-Describe		Male		Dr. Minc and I have already discussed the potential for being paired together as mentor/mentee in the FIT Program, and we are both highly enthusiastic at the opportunity to work together through this form of programming. Additionally, while we are not at the same institution, during the time I would be a Fellow in the Program, it would be during my dedicated two years of research time at Michigan, which would lend well to ensuring there is ample time to work together on research work and building our mentor/mentee relationship. 

		Lara Lopes		Northwestern University - Vascular Surgery Integrated		PGY-3		My goal is to be a successful an academic vascular surgeon dedicated to Peripheral Arterial Disease (PAD) patients. The VQI-FIT is a unique opportunity to learn about how to identify and implement best practices in patient care, refine my leadership skills and connect with other quality advocates in vascular surgery. During my participation in the program, I plan to investigate the correlation between social determinants of care—specifically, nutrition and geographic location—and PAD surgery outcomes. Ultimately, I aim to catalyze my career by contributing to the Vascular community with new strategies that promote better outcomes for PAD surgery.		Quality and Process Improvement;Outcomes Research;		Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;		We seek to examine the correlation between living in areas of limited food access and/or low-income geographic areas and outcomes following revascularization for peripheral arterial disease.		SUPRA;INFRA;OAAA;PVI;CEA;CAS;AMPUTATION;TEVAR;EVAR;VUR;VSR;		PVI;INFRA;SUPRA;		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Ashley Vavra; ashley.vavra@nm.org; Northwestern University; Chicago		Hispanic, Latinx, or Spanish;		Hispanic/Latino		Female

		Lindsey A. Olivere		University of Pittsburgh Medical Center (UPMC)		PGY3		I plan to work as a vascular surgeon-scientist focused on delivery of high-quality limb salvage care. I am pursuing a masters degree in Implementation Science to better understand how healthcare system policies, provider level decision-making, and patient understanding affect PAD care. I want to leverage VQI data in concert with my developing expertise in implementation of evidence-based care to better understand patient outcomes at both an institutional and national level. Critically, I hope the fellowship will help me learn to appropriately conduct Quality Improvement projects to further my career goals of improving and leading multidisciplinary, patient-centered limb salvage care.		Specific Vascular Disease ;Quality and Process Improvement;Health Equity;		Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;Amputation;		Recent studies of ERAS-based amputation pathways show decreased LOS and improved outcomes like faster time to ambulation. Institutional data demonstrate high rates of amputation among CLTI patients undergoing both PVI and infrainguinal bypass. I plan to implement an institutional QI project establishing a post-amputation care pathway to centralize and improve care delivery to amputees. 		CAS;CEA;EVAR;TEVAR;INFRA;SUPRA;PVI;OAAA;AV ACCESS;IVC;VSR;		PVI;INFRA;SUPRA;		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Michael Madigan MD, madiganmc@upmc.edu, University of Pittsburgh Medical Center		White/Caucasian;		Prefer to Self-Describe		Female		I will be co-mentored by my UPMC site mentor, Dr. Michael Madigan, as well as Dr. Samantha Minc  (West Virginia University; Virginias Vascular Study Group) who has expertise in both VQI and quality improvement, specifically as it relates to high value care delivery to PAD patients and amputees.

		Lorela Weise		Loyola University Medical Center, Integrated Vascular Surgery Residency		PGY3		My career goals is for an academic appointment as a vascular surgeon in program that practices the full spectrum of vascular surgery and utilizes multidisciplinary teams to carry out there management of complex and challenging disease processes. I hope to specialize in reconstruction and interventions of supra-aortic and visceral branches of aorta, and thoracic and abdominal aorta.

Quality Fellowship in Training Program would provide me with the familiarity with the registry and data available required to develop quality questions, and methods to answer them. 		Specific Vascular Disease ;Outcomes Research;Health Equity;		Carotid Artery Disease;Aortic;Lower Extremity Occlusive Disease;		I hope to look at the TEVAR-Complex aortic dataset to determine the efficacy of petticoat placement, and its association with 30 day mortality.		CAS;CEA;TEVAR;OAAA;EVAR;		Undecided;OAAA;TEVAR;SUPRA;EVAR;CAS;CEA;VV;		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Matthew Blecha, Matthew.Blecha@lumc.edu, Loyola University Medical Center		White/Caucasian;		Prefer to Self-Describe		Female		None

		Menna Hegazi 		University of California, Irvine		3		My goal is to work at an academic institution and serve underserved populations, both domestically and internationally. I believe it’s vital to constantly assess our outcomes in order to improve, grow and change practice when appropriate. Data has emerged regarding health inequity in underserved populations, and it’s an area I am passionate about pursuing. I hope that by participating in the Quality FIT Program, I will be able to learn from colleagues around the country and grow the tools I need to be able to identify areas of improvement and create multidisciplinary task forces to solve those issues.		Health Equity;Quality and Process Improvement;Outcomes Research;		Carotid Artery Disease;Hemodialysis;Aortic;		My research would focus on evaluating the presence and clinical significance of social, racial, economic, and insurance disparities in dialysis access. Specifically, I would evaluate rates of graft vs fistula construction, lead time to first intervention, number of interventions performed, and patency rates of dialysis access in different populations. 		PVI;INFRA;AV ACCESS;CAS;CEA;EVAR;TEVAR;		CAS;CEA;PVI;INFRA;AV ACCESS;TEVAR;EVAR;		Identified Mentor at Same Location		Nii-Kabu Kabutey, nkabutey@hs.uci.edu, University of California, Irvine		Middle Eastern or North African;				Female		I will be participating in a research year for 2024-2025 at University of California, Irvine, and I believe that this fellowship would be a great opportunity to enrich my academic pursuits during this year.
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		Trainee Name		Email		Name		Email		Center		Region

		Vinay Bhushan Lakki		Lakki, Vinay Bhushan Reddy <VinayBhushanReddyLakki@creighton.edu>		Abhishek Singh		abhishek.singh514@commonspirit.org		Creighton University Med Center		MID-AMERICA VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Lara Lopes		laraminchillo@gmail.com		Ashley Vavra		Vavra, Ashley <Ashley.Vavra@nm.org>		Northwestern Memorial Hospital 		MID-AMERICA VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Gabrielle Rieth		Gabrielle Rieth <gabrielle.rieth@gmail.com>		Matthew Corrierre		mcorrier@med.umich.edu		Wexner		MICHIGAN VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Karan Chawla		Karan Chawla <Karan.Chawla001@luhs.org>		 Matthew Blecha		Matthew Blecha <Matthew.Blecha@lumc.edu>		Integrated Vascular Surgery Loyola Medical Center		MID-AMERICA VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Falen Demsas		fdemsas@mgh.harvard.edu		Nikoalas Zacharias		nzacharias@mgh.harvard.edu		Massachusetts General Hospital		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF NEW ENGLAND

		Angela Danielle Sickels		adsickels@uabmc.edu		Adam Beck		awbeck@uabmc.edu		University Of Alabama Medical Center		SOUTHEASTERN VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Isaac Naazie		isaacnaa@buffalo.edu		Linda Harris		lmharris@buffalo.edu		Buffalo General Medical Center		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF GREATER NEW YORK

		Christopher Chow		chris.yu.chow@gmail.com						University of Miami

		Justin Jay Bader		Bader, Justin <jay.bader@yale.edu>		Cassius Chaar, MD		cassius.chaar@yale.edu		Yale New Haven Hospital		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF NEW ENGLAND

		Guillermo Polanco Serra		Polanco Serra, Guillermo <gpolanc1@hfhs.org>				krountr1@hfhs.org		Henry Ford Health		MICHIGAN VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Camila Guetter		Guetter, Camila R  (BIDMC - Surgery) <cguetter@bidmc.harvard.edu>		Marc L. Schermerhorn		mscherme@bidmc.harvard.edu		Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF NEW ENGLAND

		Brandon Gaston		Gaston, Brandon T.,MD <BGASTON@MGH.HARVARD.EDU>		Nikoalas Zacharias		nzacharias@mgh.harvard.edu		Massachusetts General Hospital - Integrated Training Program		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF NEW ENGLAND

		Guaurang Joshi		gaurangjoshi@gmail.com		Marc Schermerhorn		mcsherm@bidmc.harvard.edu		Thomas Jefferson University		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF NEW ENGLAND

		Lisa Vi		Lisa Vi <lisa.vi@mail.utoronto.ca>		Dr. Miranda Witheford 		miranda.witheford@uhn.ca		University Health Network, Toronto, ON		CANADIAN VASCULAR QUALITY INITIATIVE

		Chinmayee Potti		Potti, Chinmayee <Chinmayee.Potti@osumc.edu>		Dr. Mounir Haurani		mounir.haurani@osumc.edu		The Ohio State University		GREAT LAKES VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Irina Kanzafarova		Irina_Kanzafarova@URMC.Rochester.edu		Michael Stoner		michael_stoner@URMC.Rochester.edu		University of Rochester, Rochester, NY		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF GREATER NEW YORK

		Ioannis Tsouknidas		tsouknidasioannis@gmail.com		Main Line Health's subsidiary, Main Line Hospitals, Inc. - Lankenau Medical Center				Lankenau Medical Center, Wynnewood, PA

		Michael Chaney		michael.chaney@wmed.edu		University of Michigan				Western Michigan University 

		Menna Hegazi 		mennatallahegazi@outlook.com		Nii-Kabu Kabutey, nkabutey@hs.uci.edu, University of California, Irvine		Nii-Kabu Kabutey, nkabutey@hs.uci.edu				SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA VASCULAR OUTCOMES IMPROVEMENT COLLABORATIVE (VOICE)

		Lindsey A. Olivere		oliverel@upmc.edu		Michael Madigan		madiganmc@upmc.edu		UPP Vascular Surgery		GREAT LAKES VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Lorela Weise		lorela.weise@luhs.org		Matthew Blecha		Matthew Blecha <Matthew.Blecha@lumc.edu>		Loyola University Medical Center, Integrated Vascular Surgery Residency		MID-AMERICA VASCULAR STUDY GROUP
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		FIT Fellow		FIT Mentor		Center		Region

		Lisa Vi		Dr. Miranda Witheford 		University Health Network, Toronto, ON		CANADIAN VASCULAR QUALITY INITIATIVE

		Chinmayee Potti		Dr. Mounir Haurani		The Ohio State University		GREAT LAKES VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Lindsey A. Olivere		Michael Madigan		UPP Vascular Surgery		GREAT LAKES VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Gabrielle Rieth		Matthew Corrierre		Wexner		MICHIGAN VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Guillermo Polanco Serra		Pending Match		Henry Ford Health		MICHIGAN VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Michael Chaney		Pending Match		Western Michigan University 		MICHIGAN VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Vinay Bhushan Lakki		Abhishek Singh		Creighton University Med Center		MID-AMERICA VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Lara Lopes		Ashley Vavra		Northwestern Memorial Hospital 		MID-AMERICA VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Karan Chawla		 Matthew Blecha		Integrated Vascular Surgery Loyola Medical Center		MID-AMERICA VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Lorela Weise		Matthew Blecha		Loyola University Medical Center, Integrated Vascular Surgery Residency		MID-AMERICA VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Ioannis Tsouknidas		Pending Match		Lankenau Medical Center		MID-ATLANTIC VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Angela Danielle Sickels		Adam Beck		University Of Alabama Medical Center		SOUTHEASTERN VASCULAR STUDY GROUP

		Menna Hegazi 		Nii-Kabu Kabutey		University of California, Irvine		SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA VASCULAR OUTCOMES IMPROVEMENT COLLABORATIVE (VOICE)

		Isaac Naazie		Linda Harris		Buffalo General Medical Center		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF GREATER NEW YORK

		Irina Kanzafarova		Michael Stoner		University of Rochester, Rochester, NY		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF GREATER NEW YORK

		Falen Demsas		Nikoalas Zacharias		Massachusetts General Hospital		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF NEW ENGLAND

		Justin Jay Bader		Cassius Chaar, MD		Yale New Haven Hospital		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF NEW ENGLAND

		Camila Guetter		Marc L. Schermerhorn		Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF NEW ENGLAND

		Brandon Gaston		Nikoalas Zacharias		Massachusetts General Hospital - Integrated Training Program		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF NEW ENGLAND

		Guaurang Joshi		Marc Schermerhorn		Thomas Jefferson University		VASCULAR STUDY GROUP OF NEW ENGLAND
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		FIT Mentor		FIT Fellow		Center

		Dr. Miranda Witheford 		Lisa Vi		University Health Network, Toronto, ON

		Dr. Matthew Corrierre		Chinmayee Potti		The Ohio State University

		Dr. Michael Madigan		Lindsey A. Olivere		UPP Vascular Surgery

		Dr. Matthew Corrierre		Gabrielle Rieth		The Ohio State University

		Dr. Pouya Entezami		Guillermo Polanco Serra		Henry Ford Health				penteza1@hfhs.org

		Dr. Jason Ryan		Michael Chaney		Western Michigan University 				Jason.Ryan@ascension.org

		Dr. Abhishek Singh		Vinay Bhushan Lakki		Creighton University Med Center

		Dr. Ashley Vavra		Lara Lopes		Northwestern Memorial Hospital 

		Dr.  Matthew Blecha		Karan Chawla		Integrated Vascular Surgery Loyola Medical Center

		Dr. Matthew Blecha		Lorela Weise		Loyola University Medical Center, Integrated Vascular Surgery Residency

		Dr. Robert Meisner		Ioannis Tsouknidas		Lankenau Medical Center				Meisner, Robert, MD <MeisnerR@MLHS.ORG>

		Dr. Adam Beck		Angela Danielle Sickels		University Of Alabama Medical Center

		Dr. Nii-Kabu Kabutey		Menna Hegazi 		University of California, Irvine

		Dr. Linda Harris		Isaac Naazie		Buffalo General Medical Center

		Dr. Michael Stoner		Irina Kanzafarova		University of Rochester, Rochester, NY

		Dr. Nikolaos Zacharias		Falen Demsas		Massachusetts General Hospital

		Dr. Cassius Chaar		Justin Jay Bader		Yale New Haven Hospital

		Dr. Marc  Schermerhorn		Camila Guetter		Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center

		Dr. Nikolaos Zacharias		Brandon Gaston		Massachusetts General Hospital - Integrated Training Program

		Dr. Marc Schermerhorn		Guaurang Joshi		Thomas Jefferson University







FIT Program

• VQI Website
• https://www.vqi.org/quality-improvement/quality-fellowship-

in-training-fit-program/ 

https://www.vqi.org/quality-improvement/quality-fellowship-in-training-fit-program/
https://www.vqi.org/quality-improvement/quality-fellowship-in-training-fit-program/

	SVS VQI PSO Fellowship in Training (FIT) Program��
	Overview
	FIT Inception, Development & Overview
	FIT Program
	FIT Program
	FIT Committee
	FIT Mentor
	FIT Mentor
	FIT Candidates
	FIT Roadmap
	FIT Learning Objectives
	FIT Program – ACGME Vascular Surgery Milestone 2.0
	FIT Program – ACGME Vascular Surgery Milestone 2.0
	FIT Program Requirements
	FIT Program Options
	First Class�FIT Generation 2022-2023
	Jack Cronenwett Scholarship
	First Class Jack Cronenwett Scholars
	JC Scholar Projects
	JC Scholar Projects
	JC Scholar SVS VQI Integration
	JC Scholar SVS VQI Integration
	JC Scholar SVS VQI Integration
	JC Scholar SVS VQI Integration Selection
	FIT Program Evaluations & Satisfaction Surveys
	FIT Mentor Satisfaction Survey
	FIT Fellow Satisfaction Survey
	Second Class FIT Generation 2023-2024
	Jack Cronenwett Scholarship
	Second Class Jack Cronenwett Scholars
	JC Scholar Projects
	JC Scholar SVS VQI Integration
	FIT Program Evaluations & Satisfaction Surveys (Now Combined)
	FIT Mentor Satisfaction Survey – overall FIT Program
	FIT Fellow Satisfaction Survey – Mentor Matching
	Third Class FIT Generation 2024-2025
	Third Class FIT Generation 2024-2025
	FIT Program

